Is there no hope for lasting peace in this world?

•

So, also, to appreciate the light of the gospel, we must view it
against our total depravity.

But before we can rejoice in this good news of salvation, we must
first come to grips with our sin problem. Once we lose all confidence in ourselves, we will find it a joy to accept with open arms
God's incredible gift of salvation in Christ.
It is only when the sky is pitch dark that the stars shine their brightest.

Because sin is a deceiver, many have been misled
into thinking they can save themselves by their own
good works. But the Bible is clear, “by the works of
the law no flesh (i.e., no one) shall be justified
(declared righteous)” (Galatians 2:16). It is for this reason Jesus said: “Come to Me, all you who labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).
Man's only hope of salvation is Jesus Christ.

Discover for yourself how much He loves you and longs to bring
peace, hope, and joy into your life. Listen as God speaks to you
from His Word and tells you He “so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

This Bible course is intended to lead men and women to the God
of love and His wonderful gift of salvation in Christ.

Unaided by some power outside of oneself, humanity
has failed to find a satisfactory answer to these questions. But
there is hope; for implanted in every human heart is a desire to
worship some higher power, a desire for God. And God has the
answers.

Why is our human nature torn between ideals and
actions, between hope for something better and perverse inclination to do something worse?

Why are nations continually at war, and why is there
so much hatred between various races and ethnic
groups?

•

•

Where did the world come from, and how did life begin?

•

The world today is troubled. Men and women everywhere are
seeking solutions to insurmountable problems – personal, social,
national, and international. Underneath it all is a longing to know
what is the real meaning of life.
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Visit us online at www.swgospel.com if you would like to:
• Order more hardcopies of the Savior of the World Bible
Course;
• See a complete listing of SW/Gospel Publishing materials, including the deluxe/bound, color version of the Course;
• Take the free, online Savior of the World Bible Course;
• Give online Bible studies from the comfort of your own home
or from the road; or
• Use an exciting (and yes FUN!) method of evangelism that is
“professional” enough for well, professionals, “cool enough”
for teenagers, and simple enough for (dare we say) even toddlers. No way? Check it all out at www.swgospel.com!

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture taken from the New King James
Version. Copyright © 1979, 1980, 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Permission to use artwork contained in the Savior of the World
Bible Course has been expressly granted. The suppliers or creators of the artwork have also humbly chosen to remain anonymous.

The designer and editors of the course have chosen to remain
anonymous. They have adapted four verses to express their conviction:
• Jesus must increase, but we must decrease (John 3:30);
• Jesus made Himself of no reputation (Philippians 2:7), and we
seek to walk as He walked (1 John 2:6); and
• He who glories, let him glory in the Lord (2 Corinthians
10:17).
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This edition of the Savior of the World Bible Course has several
features that will enhance your studies:
• The comprehensive scripture index will help you find where
a verse is referenced in the lessons. This is a tremendous aid
in jogging your memory regarding the meaning of a particular
verse(s). Since you will have covered all the verses in the
scripture index by the end of the lessons, you will
be able to quickly revisit material you have
already studied and grasped. Or you will be able to
look forward to future studies.
• Color. There’s something about color that appeals to the
eye…that transforms a presentation. Enjoy!
• A picture is worth a thousand words. Scores
of colorful pictures have been added to reinforce key messages.
• Underlining draws attention to the key points of the lessons.
• A handy feature for some is that this edition of the course is
unbound. Individual pages can go places where the spiralbound version can’t, such as between the pages of a Bible.
• This version of the course is priced between the bound, deluxe
version and the unbound, black & white version.

)HDWXUHVRIWKLV8QERXQG&RORU(GLWLRQRIWKH
6DYLRURIWKH:RUOG%LEOH&RXUVH

This course is designed for people who are serious about studying
the gospel of Jesus Christ and other key Bible doctrines in that
same light. If you “hunger and thirst for righteousness,” it is our
belief that you truly “shall be filled” (Matthew 5:6).

The Savior of the World Bible Course is dedicated to leading you
to our loving God and Savior, Jesus Christ. Every study is focused
on Him.

Just as the spokes of a wheel have one central gathering point, all
true Bible doctrines have their center in Jesus Christ. From Old
Testament to New, Jesus is the Bible’s focus. He is our Creator,
Redeemer, High Priest, and soon coming King!

3UHIDFH

Do you accept the Biblical truth that you were born a sinner,
incapable of saving yourself, and that your only hope of
salvation is in Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world?

1RWHV

Response: _______________________________________________

•

0\5HVSRQVHWR/HVVRQ

Most people think they are sinners because they have committed sins;
but the fact is we commit sins because we are born sinners. The only
hope of escaping this universal sin problem is Jesus Christ, the Savior
of the world. These Bible studies become exciting as we discover
God’s plan of salvation for the entire human race in Jesus Christ. In
our next study, we shall learn about God's unconditional love, the basis for our salvation. Don’t miss it!

Â

Â
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22. What two things does God do if we confess our sins to Him?
1 John 1:9
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You are authorized to
reproduce this lesson, as
is, for the furtherance of
the gospel, but not for
personal or other gain.

Adam’s wife?

1

Every time an individual is born, it is actually just a multiplication of
Adam’s one life. For this reason David said of himself, “My frame
was not hidden from You, when I was made in secret (i.e., at
Creation), and skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth
(i.e., from the dust of the ground, when he was made “in Adam” –
Psalm 139:15).”

Because God created mankind in Adam with a free will, He had to
give them an alternative choice. Loyalty to Him meant the life God
gave them could continue forever. Turning their backs to Him meant
turning their backs to life itself, because God is the source of life.

Â

4. What did God command Adam not to eat from in the Garden
of Eden? Genesis 2:15-17

God created this world by “the word of His mouth,” except for the
first man and woman. Adam (mankind) was formed by the hands of
God out of dust; and Eve (mother of all) was formed out of Adam's
rib. Out of this one couple the entire human race came into existence.
Therefore, the human race, to which we all belong, is the proliferation
of Adam's life (see Acts 17:26). For further discussion about the creation of mankind and related issues, see Lesson 14 and its supplement.

Â

3. Out of what did God create
Genesis 2:21-24

Man became a living soul, or being, when God breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life. He was called “Adam,” which means
mankind1.

Â

2. What did God do after He formed man out of the dust of the
ground? Genesis 2:7

Â

1. Who created man and for what purpose? Genesis 1:26

/HVVRQ²:K\<RX1HHGD6DYLRU

6DYLRURIWKH%LEOH&RXUVH

The Bible is clear; man’s only hope of salvation is Jesus Christ.

Â

9. Through whom only do we have redemption from sin?
Romans 3:23, 24

Â

8. How many stand guilty or condemned under God's law? Romans 3:19

The word “under” means to be ruled or dominated by. It was a term
used to refer to slaves in Bible days. Just as a slave had no freedom
but was ruled by his master, so also all humanity is “under sin,” slaves
to it (see Romans 7:14). This is the universal sin problem and our
only hope of deliverance is a Savior.

Â

7. As a result of the Fall, how many are righteous or good in
God’s eyes? Romans 3:9-12

Justification (to be declared righteous) comes as a gift from God
because of the righteous act of one man – the perfect life and the
sacrificial death of Jesus Christ. This is the good news of the gospel.

Â

/-

6. What reversed humanity's status from condemnation to justification? Romans 5:18

Since the fall of Adam took place before he had any children, the entire human race was still in him when he sinned. As a result, all humanity suffers the consequences of that original sin, even though we
are not guilty or held responsible for the Fall.

Â

5. How many were affected by Adam's one sin? Romans 5:12

The only reason God's Word points us to our sin problem is not to
condemn, but to show us our need of a Savior. Once we recognize
this fact, the gospel of Jesus Christ becomes incredible good news!

Â

Â

Most of us do not know how sinful we actually are. This is why God
has to first convict us of our total sinfulness before we can appreciate
His gift of salvation.

21. Of what do we accuse God when we say we have not sinned?
1 John 1:10

Â

20. What does the Bible have to say to those who claim they are
without sin? 1 John 1:8

Even the great apostle Paul admits he is the chief of sinners whom
Jesus came to save. Do you believe that Jesus can save you, too?

Â

19. Why did Jesus come into this world? 1 Timothy 1:15

Jesus is the only answer to our sin problem. Without Him we remain
slaves to sin and the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23).

Â

18. In whom only is found freedom from sin’s
slavery? John 8:36

Â

17. When we commit sin even against our wishes, what does it
prove? John 8:34

Â

14. What does Jesus say about our own self-evaluation?
Revelation 3:17

Even our own hearts deceive us into believing we can save ourselves
by our good works. This is where many go wrong. A good example
is Peter, one of Christ’s own disciples (see John 18:15-27).

Â

13. Why can we not trust our own hearts? Jeremiah 17:9

Because of our sinful condition we are by nature self-centered. We go
astray and follow our own way from the moment we are born. It is
from this condition that Jesus came to save us.

Â

Â

12. Like sheep, what two things have we all done? Isaiah 53:6

Because of our sinful state we are wicked and go astray from birth.
But since God offers us salvation through His Son, Jesus Christ, we
can all escape this sin problem. That is the whole purpose of the
gospel.

Â

11. What do the wicked do from birth? Psalm 58:3

16. What can truly set us free from our sin problem? John 8:32

This problem of selfishness is inherent in every human being. Even
babies demand their own way from birth.

Â

Â

Sin, the principle of self, is a condition or a state that we all inherit
from birth. It is something we are born with because of Adam's Fall.
There is nothing we can do to escape it. Our only hope is in the
redemption offered to us in Jesus Christ.

15. Instead of the interests of Jesus, how many seek their own
way? Philippians 2:21

10. What does David say about himself, which is also true of all
of us? Psalm 51:5

GOD'S AGAPE LOVE IS
UNCONDITIONAL - Is spontaneous,
uncaused, and independent of our
goodness (see Romans 5:6-10).

SELF-EMPTYING - Is selfless, and
therefore will step down for the benefit
of others (1 Corinthians 13:5; 2 Corinthians 8:9; and Philippians 2:6-8).

PERVERTED
GOSPEL

Man
TRUE GOSPEL

Man

Ð
Ð

Do you believe that God’s agape love for you is unconditional
and that is why He saved you in Christ, even though you are a
sinner who has failed to perfectly keep His law?

See Introduction for additional acknowledgments.
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Response: ______________________________________________

•

0\5HVSRQVHWR/HVVRQ

Lessons 6-12 discuss how, by faith, the gospel is made effective in the
lives of believers. Later in the course (Lesson 21), good works
resulting from a saving faith are once again discussed, this time in the
context of the judgment of believers.

Under the AGAPE gospel, we are saved by grace alone, and this
grace is received by faith alone (Ephesians 2:8). Good works
(Ephesians 2:10), motivated by God’s (agape) love for us, are the
fruit of the Spirit. While glorifying God, these works do not
contribute one iota to our salvation; rather they evidence the salvation
that is already ours in Christ (Lesson 3).

Many well-intentioned Christians err by adopting a PERVERTED,
CARITAS gospel, which is no gospel at all (Galatians 1:6, 7). Good
works, or law-keeping, are kept in order to earn salvation, despite
Scripture’s clear teaching that “by the works of the law no flesh shall
be justified” (Galatians 2:16).

PAGANISM

Man

Ð
Ï

God

God

Ï
Ï

Salvation by
Grace Alone

Salvation by Faith
+ Works

Salvation by
Works Alone
God

AGAPE GOSPEL

CARITAS
GOSPEL

EROS GOSPEL

el

The battle between agape love and eros love in church history
resulted in caritas love, a mixture of truth and error.

How Caritas Perverted the Gospel

SELF-SEEKING - Is egocentric,
and therefore always wants to climb
socially, politically, academically,
economically, and even religiously.

CHANGEABLE - Fluctuates and is CHANGELESS - Is everlasting and
unreliable (consider the divorce rate never ceases (see Romans 8:35-39 and
in the United States).
John 13:1).

HUMAN EROS LOVE IS
CONDITIONAL - Depends on
beauty or goodness and therefore
needs arousing.

“I must do my best and God will make up the difference.” This is
what robbed the gospel of its power. Justification or righteousness
was no longer by faith alone but is obtained partly because of human
effort and partly by God's grace. Following is a table showing the
distinction between man's eros love and God's agape love. After that
is a diagram showing how caritas perverted the gospel:

Thus, by modifying the true meaning of God's love, Satan managed to
pervert the pure gospel from being good news to good advice –

It was Augustine, one of the church leaders of the fourth century, who
united these two opposite kinds of love and produced a synthesis,
calling it caritas. The result was a perversion of the gospel, namely,
that man is saved partly by God’s grace, based on His agape love, and
partly by human effort, based on human eros. This is the same heresy
the false teachers tried to introduce in Galatia (see Galatians 1:6, 7;
3:1-3). This perverted gospel plunged the Christian church into what
history calls the “Dark Ages.”

All religions based on eros love (this includes all non-Christian
religions) demand that man must save himself by his own good
works. This is salvation by works – legalism. In contrast, the
message of the gospel tells us that God sent His Son into the world to
save mankind while we were helpless, wicked, still sinners and even
enemies of God (Romans 5:6-10).

The New Testament writers did not use this word eros even once.
This was unacceptable to some of the Church Fathers, who became
the leaders of the Christian Church after the apostles died. Some of
these Church Fathers, who were of Greek origin, wanted to substitute
the word eros for the word agape, the key word used in the New
Testament to define God’s self-emptying, unconditional love. So
began the great battle in Church history between eros and agape.

These 3 loves have produced 3 gospels comprising today’s world religions.

SW/

highest form of love. As Plato described it, eros was man seeking
after God. It was the basis of all pagan religion.
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Whom did God so love that He sent His Son to be their Savior?
John 3:16

What reason did Paul give why God redeemed sinners in Christ?
Ephesians 2:4, 5

According to this text, why did God save us? Titus 3:3-5

Scripture declares that “God is love” (1 John 4:8). This love is what
He is by very nature, and therefore His mercy is based on this love.

Â

3.

Although the Bible declares we are all sinners by nature and
performance (see Ephesians 2:1-3), it also tells us that God’s love for
us is unconditional. This is indeed good news.

Â

2.

The world is the human race that has rebelled against God. Therefore,
we are saved not because we deserve it or because we are good, but
because God is love. This truth is the foundation to a correct
understanding of the gospel.

Â

1.

The reason that we sinners do not need to be afraid of God and can
come to Him with full confidence is because God is love. In this
lesson, we are going to discover this love of God, which is the basis of
our salvation. Once our eyes are opened to this fact, the gospel will
become incredible good news!

It is hard for many to understand how God can save them while they
are sinners. As a result, most people are running away from God out
of fear. This is one way the devil, the enemy of souls, veils the good
news of the gospel from mankind. For this reason, it is important for
all to realize that the reason God redeemed mankind in Christ is
because of His unconditional love for us, not our goodness. This is
salvation by grace alone. The apostle Paul, once a persecutor of the
Christian church, made this profound statement to young Timothy,
“This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief” (1
Timothy 1:15).

/HVVRQ²7KH/RYHRI*RG

6DYLRURIWKH%LEOH&RXUVH

How far-reaching is God’s love? Matthew 5:45

What four conditions were we still in when God redeemed us in
Christ? Romans 5:6-10

Notice when/where we were reconciled, (i.e., through the cross of
Christ). This will be explored further in Lessons 4 and 5.

Notice that we were reconciled to God. This is not a future, but a past
event. Tremendous news!

This passage tells us that while we were incapable of saving ourselves,
(i.e., ungodly, still sinners, and even enemies of God), we were reconciled1 to Him through the death2 of His Son. Such love is beyond our
comprehension, but it is real because God says so and demonstrated it
on the cross of Christ.

Â

Â

Â

Â

7.

God’s love extends beyond all barriers. It is the opposite of human
love. God even loves and cares for those who hate Him. God’s love
is therefore unconditional; it does not depend on our goodness.

Â

6.

2

In contrast to this human love, how did Jesus describe Christian
love? Matthew 5:44

It is this kind of love that demonstrates true Christianity to the world.
Such love reflects the love God has for sinners. It is the greatest proof
of the power of the gospel and the fact that we are followers of Christ
(see John 13:34, 35).

Â

5.

1

In the time of Christ, what were the people being taught?
Matthew 5:43

The word “neighbor” here refers to fellow Jews and the word “enemy”
refers to the Gentiles. Human beings know how to love one of their
own, but it is difficult for us to love our enemies.

Â

4.

So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter,
“Simon, son of John, do you love (agapao) Me more than these?”
He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love (phileo) You.” He
said to him, “Tend My lambs.” 16He said to him again a second time,
“Simon, son of John, do you love (agapao) Me?” He said to Him,
“Yes, Lord; You know that I love (phileo) You.” He said to him,
“Shepherd My sheep.” 17He said to him the third time, “Simon, son
of John, do you love (phileo) Me?” Peter was grieved because He
said to him the third time, “Do you love (phileo) Me?” And he said
to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love (phileo)
You.” Jesus said to him, “Tend My sheep.”

15

How many times does the word “love” appear in the following
passage? (John 21:15-17)

According to the prophet Jeremiah, what draws us to God?
Jeremiah 31:3

3

The Greek verb “agapao” used in this dialogue is taken from the noun
“agape.” This noun appears some 87 times in the Greek New Testament and always refers to God’s unconditional, unfailing, and selfless
love, whereas the word “phileo” refers to human love or affection that is
unreliable. Peter was grieved, not because Jesus had repeated the same
question three times (as the English Bible implies), but because Jesus
had switched from “agapao” to “phileo” the third time.

Â

10. What endearing term does God use for His people?
1 John 3:1, 2

Most people are running away from God because they think He is out
to punish them. But the truth is God loves us unconditionally and
gave us His only Son so that none should be lost. This is what draws
us to God. It is “the goodness of God that leads us to repentance” (Romans 2:4).

Â

9.

Our English Bibles fail to bring out the real significance of this dialogue. The English language has only one word for “love.” But in
Greek, the language of the New Testament, the Bible made a distinction between God’s love and human love by using different words.
The word Christ used was agapao3 (from the noun agape3), referring
to God’s kind of love that never fails. Peter’s response was phileo,
human affection, which is unreliable, and which led him to deny
Christ three times.

Â

8.

Â

Â

In order to fully appreciate the good news of the gospel, it is
important to be familiar with how Satan has perverted God’s love in
order to pervert the gospel. Here is a brief history of what happened.
The Greek language, in which the New Testament was originally
written, had four words for love. They were (1) eros, (2) storge, (3)
phileo, and (4) agape. Of these four words, eros was considered the

How God’s Love Was
Was Perverted, Resulting in a Perverted Gospel

As Christians we may have to face many hardships in this world, but
our joy, peace, and hope come from knowing that nothing can separate
us from the love of God. There will never come a time when God will
stop loving us, because His love is unconditional and everlasting.
This love, manifested in Christ and Him crucified, is our eternal hope.

Â

Â

Â

Â

Â
Â

Â

Â

13. What are ten things Paul mentions that cannot separate us from
God’s love? Romans 8:38, 39

Fear of the judgment is the result of our sin problem. Because all have
sinned, we are all victims to the fear of death, the wages of sin. Only
the knowledge of God's redeeming love can cast out this fear.

Â

12. What does the knowledge of God's perfect love cast out?
1 John 4:17, 18

Once we know and believe that God’s love for us is unconditional, we
can rely on Him for the assurance of salvation. And His love for us
never fails. (See 1 Corinthians 13:8).

Â

11. On what should we humans rely for our salvation? 1 John 4:16

Not only does God love mankind unconditionally, but in His Son
believers become adopted sons and daughters of God and joint-heirs
with Christ. (See Romans 8:16, 17).

On the cross, Christ’s death brought our condemned human life to an
end. Thus by His death, humanity has been redeemed from sin. In
exchange, God gave humanity the life of His Son in the resurrection.
When you accept Jesus by faith you become a new creation in Christ.
Before you were a sinner, now you are righteous. Before you stood

Â

17. What happens when you accept the gift of Christ’s righteousness? 2 Corinthians 5:17

The word “end” means something completed or fulfilled. Christ perfectly obeyed the law on our behalf when He was on this earth (see
Matthew 5:17). This obedience becomes ours by faith in Him and we
stand justified before God.

Â

16. What does Christ become to those who believe in Him?
Romans 10:4

We pass from death to life by accepting Christ as our personal Savior.
However, the hope of the Christian is in the resurrection, when Christ
comes the second time to take believers to heaven (see 1 Corinthians
15:22, 23).

Â

15. If we hear and believe God’s Word, what will be the result?
John 5:24

What a privilege, that by receiving Christ by faith we can all become
sons and daughters of God (see 1 John 3:1, 2).

Â

14. By believing in Jesus Christ, what do we become? John 1:12

Â

13. What assurance does John give to those who believe in Christ?
1 John 5:13

Do you believe that some 2000 years ago, God placed the entire
human race into Jesus Christ, the second Adam? Do you also
accept that by His perfect life and sacrificial death, He rewrote your
history, changing your status from condemnation unto death to
justification unto life?
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Your only hope of salvation is to believe in Christ and to be baptized
into Him. (We will study what it means to be baptized into Christ in
Lesson 7).

Â

Â

19. What two things must we do to be saved? Mark 16:15, 16

Â (verse 10):

Â (verse 10):

18. What two things did Christ accomplish by His death and
resurrection? 2 Timothy 1:8-10

condemned, now you are justified. We are told in 2 Corinthians 5:18,
19 that in Christ, not only believers, but the whole world was
reconciled to God. The person in 2 Corinthians 5:17 is the one who
(1) by faith enters into Christ (see Lesson 6, especially Questions 3, 4,
and 9-12), and (2) is baptized into Christ (see Lesson 7, especially
Questions 1, 5, 6, and 8).

SW/

eternal life. This includes those who through no fault of their own
never heard the gospel but were faithful to the light they had. (See
Romans 2:14-16).

ing
i sh

Scripture reveals three fundamental facts that are based on Biblical
solidarity. We have to accept them by faith, although we may find
them hard to understand. These three facts are as follows:

This is where the writer uses Biblical solidarity to make his key
point. He shows that Levi met Melchizedek and paid tithes to him
through Abraham when he was still in the loins (or body) of
Abraham (Hebrews 7:9, 10). What the writer is showing is that
Melchizedek actually blessed Levi, and that Levi paid tithes to
Melchizedek, the greater. Therefore, Melchizedek is greater than
Levi. And since Jesus is a priest forever according to the order of
Melchizedek (Hebrews 7:11, 17, 21), His priesthood is superior to
that of the Levitical priesthood!

The “in Christ” concept is based on Biblical solidarity, the idea
that all mankind constitute or share a common life. To illustrate
Biblical solidarity, let’s look at the way the writer of Hebrews
applies this concept masterfully in describing how the heavenly
priesthood of Christ is superior to that of the Levitical priesthood.
First he establishes that Melchizedek blessed Abraham (Hebrews
7:1), and that Abraham paid tithes to Melchizedek (Hebrews 7:2,
4). He then shows how the one who blesses is greater than the one
who is blessed (Hebrews 7:7).

The truth behind this phrase was first introduced by Christ
Himself when He told His disciples to “abide in Me.” These
are the undergirding words of the gospel. If we do not
understand what the Bible means by the expression “in
Christ,” we will never be able to fully understand the good
news of the gospel. Everything that the Bible offers mankind,
with regard to our salvation, it does so in Christ. Outside of
Him, we have nothing but sin, condemnation, and death.

God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to this world to be the Savior of
mankind. But it was the apostle Paul that God chose to explain
this good news of salvation. Paul does this by using a key phrase
that runs through all his epistles. If you were to take out this
phrase there would be very little left of Paul's exposition of the
gospel. That phrase is “in Christ” or “in Christ Jesus.” The truth
expressed by this phrase is also expressed by other similar phrases
such as “in Him,” “together with Him,” “in the Beloved,” “in
whom,” etc. All these phrases express the same “in Christ” idea or
motif.
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The word Adam, in Hebrew, means mankind. By his sin, the first
Adam lost the Holy Spirit and introduced condemnation and death for
the entire human race. God put us into Christ who became the last
Adam, the second representative of the human race. This renewed the
Holy Spirit, and by His obedience, Jesus reversed mankind’s destiny
by introducing justification and life for all mankind. As we shall see,
this is the incredible good news of the gospel.

Â (Last Adam):

Â (First Adam):

3. What were the first and the last Adam made to be?
1 Corinthians 15:45

Because the human race is composed of the descendants of Adam, his
sin brought death to all mankind. But thank God, in Christ we have
been given the hope of the resurrection to life.

Â

Â

2. Who are the two men responsible for our death and
resurrection? 1 Corinthians 15:21, 22

In order to qualify Christ to legally be our Savior, God had to first
unite the divine life of His Son with our corporate, condemned life
that needed redeeming. It is through this union that Christ qualified to
be our substitute and representative. Then by His perfect life and
sacrificial death, He satisfied all the demands of the law on our behalf
and thus changed our legal status from condemnation to justification.
In Christ, God has given humanity a new history that fully qualifies us
for heaven. This is the incredible good news of the gospel!

Â

1. In order to save mankind, in whom did God put us?
1 Corinthians 1:30

It is this last fact that constitutes the good news of the gospel and
gives us everlasting hope. As you study God's Word regarding the
“in Christ” motif or idea, may your eyes be opened to the
matchless charms of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

3. God redeemed all men in one man – in Christ.

2. Satan ruined all men in one man – in Adam, and

1. God created all men in one man – in Adam,

-

/

These three actions are what God has accomplished in Christ for the
entire human race. Together they constitute the good news of the

Â

Â

Â

7. While still dead in sins, what three things did God do for us in
Christ? Ephesians 2:5, 6

Even before we were created in Adam, God had already planned our
salvation in Christ. God predestined all men to be adopted as His
children in Christ (Ephesians 1:5), not because we were good or
deserved it, but because of His unconditional love for us. The
moment you accept Christ as your Savior, God looks at you as
“accepted in the Beloved” (Ephesians 1:6).

Â

6. When did God plan our redemption in Christ? Ephesians 1:4

Just as all die because all have sinned in Adam, so also God made it
possible for all to obey in Christ and stand justified to life in Him.
However, what God has obtained for mankind in Christ is a “free
gift.” Like any gift we cannot enjoy it until we receive it by faith (see
Romans 5:17). The good news of the gospel is that “God so loved the
world that He gave His only begotten Son that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

Â

5. Because of one man’s obedience what passed on to all
mankind? Romans 5:18b

Since the human race is the multiplication of Adam’s life (see
Acts 17:26), we all inherit a life that has sinned and therefore
stands condemned to death. While God does not hold us
responsible for Adam's sin, nevertheless, because we were in
Adam when he sinned, we inherit his death sentence.

Â

4. Because of one man’s offense what passed on to all
mankind? Romans 5:18a

Because God is love, He does not force the gift of life on anyone. The
choice is ours. Only those who receive Christ by faith will experience

Â

Â

12. What are the two options we have regarding this gift of life in
Christ? 1 John 5:12

None of us can escape death, the “grim reaper.” But by faith in Christ
we are able to pass from death to eternal life (see John 5:24).

Â

11. What gift has God given mankind in His Son? 1 John 5:11

While death is wages we earn, eternal life is entirely a “free gift” that
comes from God through the life and death of Jesus Christ. This is
what it means to be saved by grace alone.

Â

10. What is the gift of God in Christ? Romans 6:23b

By nature, as well as by performance, we are sinners and deserve
death since all have sinned and come short of the glory of God
(Romans 3:23).

Â

9. What is the wages of sin? Romans 6:23a

Salvation is by grace alone in what Christ has done. This is God’s
supreme gift to mankind. But this grace has to be made effective
through faith.

Â

8. How do we experience this salvation obtained for all mankind
in Christ? Ephesians 2:8, 9

gospel. In Christ God has obtained salvation full and complete for all
mankind. However, for these actions to become ours personally, there
must be a human response. That response is our faith.

Our status as children of God is not automatic, because God will not
force salvation upon us against our will. Christ received humanity
unto Himself at the incarnation, and we must likewise receive Christ
by faith. Faith identifies the believer with Christ and Him crucified,
which involves saying goodbye forever to our old life of sin that we

What God accomplishes in the believers through the Holy Spirit does
not add to the gospel, but makes real in experience what God has
already obtained for mankind in Christ. This living experience is the
fruits of the gospel, or Christ in you (And if Christ is in you, the body
is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness –
Romans 8:10).

We receive the life of Adam automatically when we are conceived.
All that Adam’s life has to offer is what became of it after the Fall –
the promise of toil, hardship, slavery to sin, and death.

Items - depict the gospel, the gift of justification of life for all men
in Christ. It is universal good news for all men and can be referred to
as the objective facts of the gospel. However, just like any gift, it
must be received to be enjoyed.

6XPPDU\

We can thus “have boldness to enter the Holiest (the very
presence of God) by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way
which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh,
and…let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith,
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our
bodies washed with pure water” (Hebrews 10:19-22). For
additional fulfillment of Old Testament sanctuary symbols in
Christ, see Lesson 20.

mankind. However, having cleansed us, upon his ascension into
heaven, He brought a newly created mankind with Him. Paul
stated that those whom God justified, He also glorified (past
tense – Romans 8:30). That is, God “raised (past tense) us up
together, and made (past tense) us sit together in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:6). He has “blessed us (past
tense) with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in
Christ” (Ephesians 1:3). Consequently, “we know that if our
earthly house (our earthly bodies), this tent, is destroyed, we have
a building from God, a house (glorified body) not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens” (2 Corinthians 5:1). “For our
citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body
that it may be conformed to His glorious body” (Philippians
3:20, 21).

 When Jesus was resurrected He continued to be the last Adam or

The believer’s faith must endure to the end to receive a glorified
body, which is his in Christ now. “He who endures to the end
shall be saved” (Matthew 24:13). See Lesson 12 for more
information regarding this final stage of salvation.

Sanctification is the result of accepting a full and complete
salvation in Christ and learning to walk in the Spirit. Having no
confidence in the flesh (Philippians 3:3), Christ lives in us
(Galatians 2:20). We experience holiness of living in proportion
to our faith, and fruit is born “some a hundredfold, some sixty,
some thirty” (Matthew 13:23). See Lesson 9 for additional
insight on walking in the Spirit; and

Faith is the condition for accepting justification, the fruit of
which is peace with God, because there is no condemnation.
“Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with
God” (Romans 5:1), and “There is...no condemnation for those
who are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1). Justification by faith is
God declaring us positively righteous by what Christ did in our
humanity approximately 2,000 years ago. See Lesson 6 for a
more in-depth study of Justification by Faith, and Lesson 8
regarding the new birth in which the Holy Spirit comes and
dwells in the believer;
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Experiencing the gospel in this way is referred to as obeying the
gospel. It is what constitutes righteousness by faith. For more on
obeying the gospel, see the subjective application (i.e., in green) of
the courtyard experience in the Lesson 20 supplement (page 4).

•

•

•

([SHULHQFLQJWKH*RVSHOLV&RQGLWLRQDO

inherited from Adam. We become one with Christ so that His
righteousness is counted as our righteousness and His power is made
available to us. We then experience what is already true of us in
Christ.

SW/

the New Covenant of salvation by grace alone in the redemption
that is ours in Christ.

ing
i sh







Just as all mankind was collectively resident in the first Adam, so
also all mankind was collectively gathered together
in the body of Jesus, who is referred to as the last
Adam (mankind – 1 Corinthians 15:45). Simply put,
Jesus was not one man among many men, but “in
Him” all men were gathered up (Ephesians 1:10).
This qualified Him to be our substitute and Savior. He was God,
yet He became humanity (Hebrews 10:5). By uniting Himself to

As the Son of God, Christ was self-existing (John 1:1-3), sinless
(2 Corinthians 5:21), and immortal (1 Timothy 1:17). Yet by an
act of the Father (1 Corinthians 1:30), Christ was made “of a
woman” (Galatians 4:4), made sin (2 Corinthians 5:21), and thus
made mortal (Hebrews 2:14, 17). Although He was made all
these things, He never ceased to be the eternal Son of God.
Therefore, He was both the “Son of God” and the “Son of man”
in one person. As a man He is said to have been made in the
“likeness of sinful flesh” (Romans 8:3).

_

Every human being who has ever lived came from one source –
Adam: “He (God) made from one (Adam) every nation” (Acts
17:26). When Adam eventually produced offspring the only
thing he could pass on to us was a life that had already sinned.
We are nothing more
than Adam's fallen life
reproduced over and
over. Hence, we are “by
nature children of
wrath” (Ephesians 2:3). It is
for this reason that we need to be born again (see Lessons 6-8 for
details), for flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God
(1 Corinthians 15:50).

When Adam sinned that humanity which resided in him was
imbued with the “law of sin,” the principle of self-love.
“Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and
death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all
sinned” (Romans 5:12). Accordingly, “through one man’s
offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation”.
(Romans 5:18a). Refer to Lesson 1 (especially questions 2, 5,
and 7-15), and to Question 2 of this lesson for further details.

The Hebrew word “Adam,” used 510 times in the Bible, is used
in the majority of cases in a collective sense. Adam simply
means mankind. “In the day that God created man, He
made him in the likeness of God. He created them male
and female, and blessed them and called them Mankind
(Hebrew – Adam) in the day they were created” (Genesis
5:1, 2).
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Spirituality of the law - The law of God is holy, just, and good
(Romans 7:12). It is the foundation of God’s government, as it
represents the selfless (agape) love that proceeds from the throne
of God (Matthew 22:35-40). Jesus described the spirituality of
the Ten Commandments as being
much more than
a set of rules (Matthew 5:21-47).
Jesus tried to
show his disciples that a man is
not justified by

All glory regarding our redemption must go to God (1
Corinthians 1:31), for “God…has reconciled us to Himself
through Jesus Christ…that is, that God was in Christ reconciling
the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them…” (2
Corinthians 5:18, 19). And the amazing fact is that He did this
while we were without strength, ungodly, sinners, and even His
enemies (Romans 5:6-10).

Paul tells of our history in Christ. “When the kindness and the
love of God our Savior toward man appeared, not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy
He saved us (past tense), through the washing of regeneration and
renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out (past tense) on
us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior” (Titus 3:4-6).
“For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me (us)
free from the law of sin and death” (Romans 8:2). In the holy
history of Christ, mankind experienced a “regeneration and
renewing of the Holy Spirit…through (the body of) Jesus Christ.”
That is, “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ” actually set us free
from the “law of sin.”

By uniting Himself with mankind (see ), Jesus suffered in the
flesh (1 Peter 4:1). While this consisted of being acquainted with
our sorrows and grief (Isaiah 53:3), He primarily suffered being
tempted, through enticements of the flesh (James 1:14) that He
assumed. Despite a lifetime of all sorts of temptations, He lived a
life without sin (Hebrews 4:15). In this way, Jesus became the
antitypical “lamb without blemish and without spot” (1 Peter
1:19). See Lesson 20, especially Question 9, for further
discussion.

As man and our representative, Christ says of
Himself, “I have kept My Father's
commandments, and abide in His love” (John
15:10). He was “obedient to the point of
death” (Philippians 2:8). By this obedience “we
have been sanctified (past tense) through the offering of the body
of Jesus Christ once for all” (Hebrews 10:10), perfected (past
tense) forever (Hebrews 10:14).

our corporate, fallen flesh, Christ became the Son of man, thus
immediately placing Himself under the curse of the law
(Galatians 4:4, Romans 3:19). See .



“The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not bear the guilt of
the father, nor the father bear the guilt of the son. The
righteousness of the righteous shall be upon himself, and the

What does the law have to do with how God saved us in
Christ? The law has positive demands, “The man who does
them shall live by them” Galatians 3:12. It also has negative
consequences, “Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all
things which are written in the book of the law, to do
them” (Galatians 3:10). By assuming us, and thus becoming our
substitute (see ), Christ was in a position to rewrite our history.
He met the positive demands of the law (see ), and He faced the
full negative consequences of the law (see ). In so doing, He
reversed the judgment of condemnation for all men and declared
all men righteous in Him (Romans 5:16, 18).

That the law was not given that we might attain eternal life is also
clarified by Paul, “For if there had been a law given which could
have given life, truly righteousness would have been by the law.”
Instead, “the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we
might be justified by faith.” And now that “faith (Jesus) has
come, we are no longer under a tutor (i.e., the law)” (Galatians
3:21-25).

Purpose of the law - “What purpose then does the law serve? It
was added because of transgressions, till the Seed (Jesus) should
come…” (Galatians 3:19). It was to be a witness against all who
have sinned (Romans 5:12, 13), which includes everyone. It was
to stop every boastful claim of self-righteousness, give a
knowledge of sin, and declare the entire world guilty before God
(Romans 3:19, 20). James showed that if someone should
stumble in one point of the law, he is guilty of the whole law
(James 2:10). Paul settled the matter by declaring that there is
none righteous, and that all have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God (Romans 3:10, 23). He included himself in these
universal statements, despite his previous self-assessment (while
being a Pharisee) as to being blameless concerning the law
(Philippians 3:5, 6).

In a similar way, Jesus showed that if someone wanted to enter
the kingdom of heaven by keeping the law, that person’s
righteousness would have to exceed that of the scribes and
Pharisees (Matthew 5:20). Their righteousness would have to be
even as perfect as that of God (Matthew 5:48).

the law, but by faith. On one occasion a rich, young ruler asked
Jesus what he could do to inherit eternal life (Luke 18:18). Jesus
showed the man that in reality he was not keeping the law,
despite his outward law keeping. When the disciples asked,
“Who then can be saved?” Jesus shifted their focus from man to
God (Luke 18:26, 27).



Near the end of Good Friday (the 6th day), right before He gave
up His spirit, Jesus said, “It is finished!” (John 19:30). This was
a significant proclamation, because it indicated that His work of
redeeming mankind was complete. He would rest in the
grave on the 7th day because of this fact, just like He did
when He was finished with His perfect work of creation
(Genesis 1:31-2:2). See Lesson 15 to see what the
Bible teaches regarding entering God’s rest as part of

When we thus died to the law in the body of Christ, we were
delivered from the law’s dominion (or lordship), including its
curse, so that we should serve in the newness of the Spirit and not
in the oldness of the letter (Romans 7:1-6). We are no longer
under law but under grace (Romans 6:14), and for this reason
there is no condemnation to the believer (Romans 8:1). See
Lessons 6-8 regarding our response to this great news.

“Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having
become a curse for us (for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who
hangs on a tree’), that the blessing of Abraham might come upon
the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of
the Spirit through faith” (Galatians 3:13, 14). For further study
on how Christ became a curse for us, see Lesson 4, especially
Questions 9, 12, 17, and the conclusion to that lesson. See also
Lesson 21 for how Jesus, our Advocate, defends us in the
judgment.

In order for Christ to bear our “sins in His own body,” He had to
bear us. The great news of the gospel is that He did
just that. God reconciled the entire human race in the
holy history of Jesus Christ, the last Adam. He is the
propitiation (atoning sacrifice) for the sins of the whole
world (1 John 2:2), and is thus referred to as the Savior
of all men (1 Timothy 4:10), or the Savior of the world
(1 John 4:14). In His humanity, Christ did not become our
substitute vicariously, but rather in actuality. Thus, when He
tasted death, He did so for all men (Hebrews 2:9). And when He
died, all died (2 Corinthians 5:14).

As this principle also applies to Christ, if He were to have died a
vicarious death (one man dying instead of all men) that would
contradict His own law. Why? Because the law of God demands
your death and my death. Christ is not the sinner; we are the
sinners. And “without shedding of (our) blood there is no
remission (forgiveness)” (Hebrews 9:22). On the contrary, God
handled this situation ethically, in that Christ “Himself bore our
sins in His own body on the tree” (1 Peter 2:24).

wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself” (Ezekiel 18:20).
Similarly, “Fathers shall not be put to death for their children, nor
shall children be put to death for their fathers; a person shall be
put to death for his own sin” (Deuteronomy 24:16).

“Upon Christ as our substitute and surety was laid the iniquity of
us all. He was counted a transgressor, that He might redeem us
from the condemnation of the law. The guilt of every descendant
of Adam was pressing upon His heart. The wrath of God against
sin, the terrible manifestation of His displeasure because of
iniquity, filled the soul of His Son with consternation. All His life
Christ had been publishing to a fallen world the good news of the
Father's mercy and pardoning love. Salvation for the chief of

The following statement, by one who so clearly understood the
supreme sacrifice of Christ, is worth your contemplation:

&RQFOXVLRQ

Jesus laid down His life for us so that we might live in His place.
That is why He said, “And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will
draw all peoples to Myself” (John 12:31-33). This is how the
cross demonstrated God's selfless love for us sinners. By this
supreme sacrifice, Jesus was telling us sinners that He loves us
more than Himself. As you contemplate the supreme sacrifice of
Christ may you not only be drawn to God, but willingly accept His
indescribable gift.

Â

17. What did Christ do to demonstrate God’s selfless love for us?
1 John 3:16

Not the fear of punishment nor the desire for reward but the love
of God demonstrated on the cross of Christ must motivate Christians to live for Him. The hymn writer was correct when he
penned these words: “Love so amazing, so divine, demands my
soul, my life, my all.” This is what the cross of Christ did to His
disciples, and this is what it must do to all who believe in Him.

Â

16. How should this supreme sacrifice affect us?
2 Corinthians 5:14, 15

On the cross Jesus demonstrated that His love for sinners is
greater than that for Himself (Romans 5:8). Do you believe this
supreme sacrifice, that on the cross Jesus was willing to say
good-bye to life forever in order that you may live in His place?
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Satan with his fierce temptations wrung the heart of Jesus. The
Savior could not see through the portals of the tomb. Hope did not
present to Him His coming forth from the grave a conqueror, or
tell Him of the Father's acceptance of the sacrifice. He feared that
sin was so offensive to God that Their separation was eternal.
Christ felt the anguish which the sinner will feel when mercy shall
no longer plead for the guilty race. It was the sense of sin,
bringing the Father's wrath upon Him as man's substitute, that
made the cup He drank so bitter, and broke the heart of the Son of
God.” (Desire of Ages, p. 753)

sinners was His theme. But now with the terrible weight of guilt
He bears, He cannot see the Father's reconciling face. The
withdrawal of the divine countenance from the Savior in this hour
of supreme anguish pierced His heart with a sorrow that can never
be fully understood by man. So great was this agony that His
physical pain was hardly felt.

SW/

We can only faintly understand the agony that our Heavenly Father
must have suffered as He Himself allowed the curse of our sins to
fall on Jesus, His beloved Son. Through this supreme sacrifice on
the cross, the Father was satisfied that the just demands of the law
were met in Christ. It is on this basis He can legally justify sinners
who believe in His Son (see Romans 4:5).

ing
i sh

God commended or demonstrated His unconditional love towards
us in that while we were still sinners Jesus died for us. This unconditional love, as we saw earlier, is the basis of our salvation.

Â

1. In what condition were we when Jesus died for us?
Romans 5:8

It is only as we perceive the cross of Christ from the Jewish
perspective, as did the New Testament writers, that we can
begin to grasp the meaning of His supreme sacrifice that
demonstrated God's infinite and unconditional love for
mankind. In this study, as we look at the cross of Christ with
Jewish spectacles, we will be amazed to discover the selfemptying agape love of Jesus and what He was willing to give up
in order to save the world.

Another factor that has robbed the cross of its glory is the
fact that Christ was crucified on a Roman cross. While
this is true, it was not the Romans who demanded His
crucifixion but the Jews. Crucifixion was not a Jewish
method of execution; on the contrary, the Jews detested the
cross because it had a very special meaning for them.

If man possesses an immortal soul then death is no longer goodbye to life but simply the separation of the soul from the body. In
that case, that which constitutes Christ's supreme sacrifice has to
be limited to the shame and torture of the cross, which was no
different than that of the two thieves who were crucified with Him
as well as countless others who met the same end.

At the very heart of the gospel message is the supreme sacrifice of
Christ. However, it is Satan's determined purpose to engulf this
truth of the cross in darkness. In this, he has had some measure of
success. By convincing the Christian church to believe the lie that
humans possess immortal souls, he has robbed the cross of its
glory. The idea that humans possess immortal souls is not Biblical
but a Greek concept introduced into the Christian church by the
Church Fathers.
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Â

6. Since the cross, what can God lawfully do to believers?
Romans 3:26

Legally, sins cannot be forgiven without the shedding of blood
(see Hebrews 9:22). Therefore, God forgave the sins of the Old
Testament believers out of kindness, or forbearance. But since
Christ met the just demands of the law on the cross, God is just in
forgiving all who believe in Christ. This is what Christ meant at
the Lord’s Supper when He said: “This is My blood of the new
covenant, which is shed for many for the remission (forgiveness)
of sins” (Matthew 26:28).

Â

5. What did the death of Christ accomplish? Romans 3:25, 26

To be justified means to be declared righteous in the sight of God's
law. To be redeemed means to be bought back. By His death on
the cross, Christ has removed the barrier between sinful man and a
holy God.

Â

4. Through what means does God justify sinners? Romans 3:24

Â

11. What method of death was stipulated by the law of
blasphemy? Leviticus 24:16

Pilate, who represented Rome, found no fault in Jesus. So, the
Jews had to give a reason why they were demanding Jesus'
crucifixion. They accused Jesus of blasphemy, and by their law,
this was punishable by death.

Â

10. Why did the Jews demand that Christ should be crucified?
John 19:5-7

The death humans die today is a sleep death (see John 11:11-14).
But the death Christ tasted for every man was what the Bible calls
the second death (see Revelation 20:14) – the wages of sin or
good-bye to life. We will study about this second death in Lesson
17: Questions 4, 9-12, and 23; and in Lesson 24: Question 22.

Â

9. What did Christ taste for every man on the cross?
Hebrews 2:9

At the cross God’s mercy and justice met. Because Christ legally
paid the price for the sins of the world on the cross, He is now able
to defend believers from Satan’s accusations. For additional
material on Christ’s activities as our High Priest in heaven, see
Lessons 20-22. That is why “There is therefore now no
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1).

Â

Â

The word “purified” (NKJV) or “purged” (KJV) means cleansed
and “shed blood” means life laid down in death. The law demands
death in order for sins to be forgiven. When Christ died on the
cross, He paid the price for the sins of the world.

8. What is Christ engaged in since His ascension into heaven?
Romans 8:34

Â

7. In contrast to the wages of sin, what is the gift of God?
Romans 6:23

This is how the Amplified Bible translates Romans 3:26, “It was
to demonstrate and prove at the present time in the now season that
He Himself is righteous and that He justifies and accepts as righteous him who has true faith in Jesus.”

3. What does the law require for our sins to be forgiven?
Hebrews 9:22

The good news of the gospel is that God no longer looks upon the
human race as His enemy. Instead, He has reconciled the entire
world to Himself through the death of His Son.

Â

2. How did the death of Christ change man’s relationship to
God? Romans 5:10

Â

15. What satisfied the Father that Christ had paid the price for our
sins? Isaiah 53:6, 10, 11

On the cross, Christ was treated as we deserved. God “made him
to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him” (2 Corinthians 5:21). On the cross Jesus
tasted the wages of sin, the curse of the law, for all humanity on
the cross. That is why He cried out “My God, My God, why have
You forsaken Me?” (Matthew 27:46). Yet, He was willing to die
forever so that we might live in His place. That is the supreme
sacrifice that demonstrated God’s self-emptying love for us.

Â

14. How did Christ redeem us from this curse of the law?
Galatians 3:13

The curse of the law is good-bye to life forever. This is the wages
of sin which each of us deserves as sinners.

Â

13. What does the law do to all those who disobey it?
Galatians 3:10

Hanging on a tree signified the curse of God – death without the
hope of a resurrection. Crucifixion in the days of Christ was synonymous to hanging on a tree (see Acts 5:30, 10:39, 13:29; 1 Peter
2:24). Since Jesus predicted His resurrection (see John 2:19-22),
the Jews wanted to make sure God would curse Jesus so that He
would not rise again. That is why they demanded His crucifixion.

Â

12. Why then did the Jews demand that Christ
be crucified? Deuteronomy 21:22, 23

The law against the sin of blasphemy demanded
death by stoning. In John 10:30, 31 we read that the
Jews took up stones “again” to stone Jesus when He
said, “The Father and I are one.” This proved they
were aware that stoning was the method of death for
blasphemy.

Â

20. What did Paul say about the same principle of the seed?
1 Corinthians 15:36

The principle of the seed is the principle of the cross. Just like the
seed must die in order for it to spring up to life and bear fruit, so
also we must die to the old life of sin in order for us to rise in newness of life and bear fruit unto God.

Â

19. How did Jesus apply this truth to the believer?
John 12:25

Â

18. What example did Jesus give from nature to
illustrate the cross? John 12:24

Many Christians make the mistake of separating the cross they
have to bear from the cross of Christ. This mistake leads to another error – equating the cross with the hardships of life. In
Scripture there is only one cross that saves, it is the cross of Christ.
When we are baptized into Christ (Lesson 7), the cross of Christ
becomes the believer’s cross. It symbolizes surrendering the life
of the flesh to the cross and walking in the Spirit (see Galatians
5:16, 24).

Â

17. How often must the believer take up his cross to follow
Christ? Luke 9:23

Since Christ’s death on the cross was a corporate death in which
all humanity died in Him, to believe or follow Christ is to accept
His cross as our cross. This is what makes the cross of Christ the
power of God unto salvation.

Â

Do you understand that when Christ died on the cross, the
Adamic life you were born with also came to an end in Him?
Do you believe that in exchange, God gave you the eternal life
of His Son so that you may live forever?
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As Christians we must consider ourselves dead and that our life is
hid in Christ (see Colossians 3:3). The German martyr, Dietric
Bonhoffer, concluded that this status is the cost of discipleship for
“when Christ calls you to follow Him, He calls you to die.”
Herein lies the significance of baptism, which will be our subject
in Lesson 7.

Â

21. What attitude must a Christian have towards the flesh
(sinful nature)? Galatians 5:24

Christianity is not an improvement or a modification of the old life
of sin with which we were born. It is the exchange of our old life
that was executed on the cross in Christ, for the eternal life of
Christ, which God gave us in His Son (see 1 John 5:11, 12).

SW/

16. What did Jesus say to those who refuse to take up His
cross? Matthew 10:38

ing
i sh

On the cross, the world (human race) was executed in Christ. God
could do this because Christ was the second, or last, Adam
(mankind). Because all humanity was in the first Adam, by his
representative sin he ruined his posterity. Likewise, God united all
humanity in Christ so that by His life and death He saved the
world. This is the good news of the gospel that we accept by faith.

Â

2. When was this condemned life of the world executed and in
whom? John 12:31-33

As we saw in Lesson 3, the reason all die because of Adam's one
sin is that the human race is the multiplication of Adam's life (Acts
17:26). Therefore, all inherit from him a life that has already
sinned and therefore stands condemned to death.

Â

1. How many have to die because of Adam's one sin?
1 Corinthians 15:22a

This is the great ethical issue that surrounds the cross of Christ.
Unless we clearly understand how God solved this problem, we
will never be able to fully appreciate the good news of the gospel
or experience its total power to save us from our sin problem.
That is why this is a most important study.

Legally, no law – God's or man's – will allow an innocent person to
die in the place of the guilty one. According to the Bible, the father is
not to be punished for the sins of his son, neither is the son to be
punished for the sins of his father (see Deuteronomy 24:16 and
Ezekiel 18:20). How then could Christ, who committed no sin,
legally die for the sins of the guilty world?

As sinners, every one of us is under the condemnation and curse of
the law (Romans 3:19 and Galatians 3:10). According to God’s Word
the wages of sin is death, good-bye to life forever (Romans 6:23). In
our last study, we saw how Jesus bore this curse of the law for the
entire human race on the cross. This is what constitutes the supreme
sacrifice. In this study, we are going to consider the cross of Christ as
the power of God that saves us from sin.

/HVVRQ²7KH&URVVRI&KULVW
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Â

7. When did the apostle Paul die to the law and why?
Galatians 2:20

Because all have sinned, die we must. Jesus did not come to do
away with the death sentence that hangs over our heads but to fulfill it (see Matthew 5:17). That is why the apostle Paul acknowledges that he died to the law in Christ so that he may now live for
God.

Â

6. What confession does Paul make about himself regarding
the law? Galatians 2:19

Since our sins are the fruits of our sinful nature, Jesus
could not bear our sins on the cross without bearing us.
As a result of our dying in Christ, God dealt with the very
root of our sin problem, our sinful nature. This is the
saving power of the cross, which makes holy living
possible in the life of the believer.

Â

5. Who died when Jesus bore our sins in His body on the tree
(cross)? 1 Peter 2:24

A Christian is one who has by faith died to the old life of sin and
has risen in Christ to serve Him in newness of life. This is the true
meaning of baptism, which we will study in Lesson 7.

Â

11. What truth does Paul declare regarding those who believe
in Christ? Colossians 3:3

The unbeliever who is still under the law serves God out of fear.
This is what it means to serve in the letter. But the believer who
has accepted Christ and has been delivered from the law serves
God out of love. This is serving in the spirit, since the spirit of the
law is love (see Matthew 22:35-40).

Â

10. Having been delivered from under the law how should one
live? Romans 7:6

God set us free from under the law by our death in the body of
Christ. On the cross all humanity died in Christ. When we by
faith accept Christ’s death as our death, we experience justification
unto life and are set free to live holy lives.

Â

9. How did God set us free from under the law? Romans 7:4

All humanity is born under the law, and because all have
sinned, all stand guilty and condemned by the law (see
Romans 3:19). Since the wages of sin is death (see
Romans 6:23), this condemnation hangs over us as long as
we are living. It is only when we die that we are set free
from this curse of the law.

Â

Â

When Christ was made flesh (John 1:14) and assumed our
humanity that needed redeeming, He became the second Adam
(mankind). This gave Him the legal right to live and die on man's
behalf. It is in this sense Christ was made to be sin for us, that we
may be made the righteousness of God in Him. This constitutes
the “in Christ” truth that we studied in Lesson 3.

8. How long does the law of God have dominion over us?
Romans 7:1

It is through the cross of Christ that the human race was executed
and set free from the sin problem. The cross of Christ is what sets
us free from both the guilt and punishment of sin as well as from
the power and slavery of sin. Like Paul, we too can by faith
experience the power of the cross.

4. What did God make Christ to be in order to make us
righteous? 2 Corinthians 5:21

Â

3. How many were implicated in the death of Christ?
2 Corinthians 5:14b

The fact that the cross of Christ has liberated us from the
condemnation of the law does not give us the liberty to live as we
please. When we accept Christ and Him crucified as our Savior,
we are accepting salvation, both from the guilt and punishment of
sin, as well as from the power and slavery of sin.

Â

15. Being made free from sin, what kind of life should a
believer live? Romans 6:22

Sin is a dual problem. Besides being the transgression of the law,
it is also a principle or a force that resides in our sinful natures.
This is what makes us sinners incapable of doing what is right (see
Romans 7:14-25). Through the cross of Christ, we are delivered
from both these problems. Our death in Christ does not only justify us but it also strikes at the very root of our sin problem.

Â

14. From what else does the cross of Christ free us?
Romans 8:2

A condemned criminal can only be legally justified or set free for
his crime after he has paid the penalty. In the same way, we
cannot experience justification unto life in Christ unless we first
identify ourselves with His death. The word translated “freed” in
your Bible is actually “justified” or “acquitted.” Hence, the cross
of Christ is the power of God unto salvation (see 1 Corinthians
1:17, 18).

Â

13. What must take place before we can experience freedom
from sin? Romans 6:7

In this sinful world we begin with life and end with death. In
God's kingdom it is the very opposite. We begin by dying to the
old condemned life and end with the eternal life of Christ (see
Romans 6:8-11). This is what regeneration or conversion is all
about.

Â

12. In order for us to live with Christ what must first take
place? 2 Timothy 2:11

Â

Â

Recognizing that you are a sinner, incapable of saving yourself,
do you accept by faith the justification (righteousness) that
Christ obtained for you in His holy history?
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Â

21. What happens when a Christian falls and commits a sin?
1 John 2:1

Sin and righteousness belong to opposite camps. When we obey
the gospel, we are not only saying good-bye to death, the wages of
sin, but also to sin itself. In exchange, we have chosen to live a
life of righteousness.

Â

20. What other reason does a Christian have for not condoning
sin? Romans 6:15-18

As Christians, we must consider ourselves dead to sin and alive
unto God in Christ (see Romans 6:10, 11). Justification by faith is
saying Not I, but Christ.

Â

Access to God's grace here means the power or strength of God
which makes it possible for believers to live the Christian life and
fulfill God's purpose for them (see 1 Corinthians 15:9, 10 and 2
Corinthians 12:7-9). With such grace, we are able to reflect the
unconditional agape love of God. It is this love that demonstrates
to the world that the gospel is indeed the power of God to salvation
(see John 13:34, 35).

23. What ultimate hope does access to God’s grace give us?
Romans 5:2

18. Does justification by faith alone mean we can now live as
we please? Galatians 5:13

SW/

19. Why does the grace of God not allow believers to condone
sinning? Romans 6:1, 2

As long as we are believers in Christ and stand justified by faith,
we have and will continue to have peace with God. We may not
have peace in this world but our hearts rejoice because we have
been reconciled to God and have the peace which surpasses all
under-standing (see John 14:27, Philippians 4:7).

Â

22. What is the immediate blessing to those who are justified
by faith? Romans 5:1

While believers do not condone sin they still possess sinful natures
and in a weak moment may fall. This, however, does not deprive
them of justification. We do have an advocate at the right hand of
God to intercede for us against the accusations of Satan. Christ is
not only our Savior but also our great High Priest.

Any believer who adds his or her good works as a contribution to
salvation will forfeit Christ’s righteousness altogether. As sinners
we cannot accept Christ’s perfect righteousness by faith and then
try to add our own good works to it. The gospel will not allow
salvation partly of Christ and partly of us. It is either all of
Christ’s righteousness or none of it.

Â

17. What happens when one adds law-keeping to justification
by faith? Galatians 5:4

It is impossible to be saved by faith in Christ and still hold on to
our own self-righteousness. Justification that saves is by faith
alone and nothing else. However, while we are not saved by faith
plus works, we are saved unto good works (see Ephesians 2:8-10).

ing
i sh

The only reason anyone is lost is because of a deliberate and persistent rejection of the gospel. God does not blame us for being
sinners, since we are born sinful, but He does hold us responsible
if we deliberately and ultimately reject His gift of salvation in
Christ (see John 3:18, 36).

Â

Â

2. What did Christ say would be the result of our human response? Mark 16:16

Â

1. After His resurrection, what commission did Jesus give His
disciples? Mark 16:15

According to the Bible, that human response is described by the
word faith. When the good news of salvation is received by our
individual faith response, the gospel is made effective and the
believer will experience the wonderful truth of justification by
faith. In this lesson, we will consider this important truth.

Because God created mankind with a free will, He does not
force His gift of salvation in Christ on anyone. While it is true
that “God so loved the world (human race), that He gave His
only begotten Son,” the offer is “that whoever believes in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). The
good news of the gospel demands a human response if the
salvation Christ accomplished for all mankind is to be made
effective in us as individuals.

In Part 1 of this course, we discovered three important facts: (1)
our universal sin problem; (2) God’s unconditional love for
mankind; and (3) the incredible good news of salvation in
Christ, the gospel. On the cross, God obtained for the entire
human race a salvation that is full and complete. However, the
big question is, How can this wonderful salvation be mine? In
other words, “What must I do to be saved?” This and the next
few studies will answer that question.
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The word “justify” or “justification” is a legal term and is applied
only to those who are found righteous or not guilty. It is the very
opposite of “condemnation,” which is the verdict for sinners or
those who are found guilty.

Â

Â

7. What two terms may a judge use when stating the verdict in
a courtroom? Deuteronomy 25:1

The Greek word Paul used for “tutor” (NKJV),
“schoolmaster” (KJV), or “put in charge” (NIV), etc., was
pedagogos. This was an entrusted slave who was responsible to
take his master’s children to their private tutor. So also, Paul says,
while the law itself does not save us, one of its main functions is to
bring us sinners to Christ so that we may be justified by faith.

Â

6. What part does the law play in the experience of justification by faith? Galatians 3:24

Â

5. Will anyone be saved or justified by the works of the law?
Galatians 2:16

Justification means God declares you righteous. In the Bible, justification by faith is God's way of saving sinners in contrast to salvation by works of the law or good works, which is man's way of
saving himself.

Â

Â

12. What does it mean to obey the gospel? Colossians 3:3

To believe is more than a mental assent to the truth as it is in
Christ. It involves a heart-obedience to the facts of the gospel.
Faith is saying “Yes” to God. It is the surrender of the will to our
new history God obtained for mankind in Christ (see Galatians 5:7;
Hebrews 5:9; 1 Peter 4:17). This is New Testament faith.

Â

11. What is involved in believing in Christ? Romans 6:17

A mere knowledge of the gospel is not enough. One has to believe
in Jesus. The Jewish nation of Paul's day heard the gospel but not
all believed (see Romans 10:16, 18). Jesus made it clear that only
those who believe in Him will be saved (see John 3:18, 5:24, and
11:25).

Â

10. What does it mean to have faith in Christ? John 6:40

Knowledge of the gospel is the first prerequisite to saving faith.
Jesus said: “You shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you
free” (John 8:32). By “truth” Jesus was referring to Himself (John
8:36, 17:3).

Â

9. How does one experience faith that justifies a sinner?
Romans 10:17

Since “all have sinned and come short of God's glory” (Romans
3:23), our only hope of being declared righteous before God is
through justification by faith.

Â

Â

4. According to the apostle Paul, how is justification experienced? Romans 3:28

8. On what basis does God justify the ungodly (wicked)?
Romans 4:5

3. What change takes place in those who believe in God’s gift
of salvation? John 5:24

EXW &KULVW

Â

16. What did Paul have to give up to experience righteousness
by faith? Philippians 3:7-9

Â

15. Why did Israel fail to attain to this righteousness?
Romans 9:31, 32

Â

14. How did the Gentiles obtain the righteousness that saves?
Romans 9:30

Â

13. According to the Old Testament how is one to be justified?
Habakkuk 2:4

1RW ,

To know, believe, and obey the gospel therefore means we
acknowledge this truth from the heart and accept Christ's life as
our life and His death as our death. We are in effect uniting with
Christ, by faith, just as He united with us, so that we become one.
Such faith-obedience means we confess with Paul: “I have been
crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.
The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20). This is
what it means to abide in Christ (John 15:4-8).

The gospel is what God did to mankind in Christ (Lesson 3). By
joining our humanity that needed redeeming to Christ in the
incarnation, God qualified Christ to be our substitute. This made it
possible for Christ to rewrite our history. By His perfect life and
sacrificial death we stand complete in Him (Colossians 2:10).

The ark Noah built represented Christ. Only the eight people who
entered it (Noah and his family) were saved when the flood came.
In the same way, only those who enter into Christ by faith and

Â

18. What event does Peter use to describe our
salvation by baptism? 1 Peter 3:18-21

Another example of Scripture’s use of the Exodus as a type of
baptism is found in the story of Joshua (Joshua 4:1-9). “And…the
sons of Israel...took up twelve stones from the middle of the
Jordan, just as the LORD spoke to Joshua, according to the
number of the tribes of the sons of Israel; and they carried them
over with them to the lodging place, and put them down there.
Then Joshua set up twelve stones in the middle of the Jordan at
the place where the feet of the priests who carried the Ark of the
Covenant were standing, and they are there to this day” (Joshua
4:8-9). Those twelve stones represented the church. The sinful
life of Egypt, which the Jews had brought with them, could not be
taken into Canaan; it had to be buried in the Jordan. Only the new
resurrected life, which God offers us in Christ, can enter heaven.
Crossing the Jordan River represents true baptism.

Although the Jews had physically crossed the Red Sea, having
been delivered from their slavery in Egypt, and were now heading
for the Promised Land, the hearts of many of them were still in
Egypt. Their act of baptism in crossing the Red Sea was therefore
not genuine. In the same way, Paul is saying that the act of
baptism does not save unless it is a heart response to the gospel.

Â

17. Why did many of the Jews of the Exodus die in the wilderness? 1 Corinthians 10:5

Paul is using the exodus of the Jews from Egypt to Canaan as a
type of salvation. The crossing of the Red Sea is a type of
baptism. Moses symbolized Christ; therefore, Egypt symbolized
the world. Pharaoh symbolized Satan, and Canaan symbolized the
kingdom of heaven.

Â
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tual citizenship from the world under Satan to God’s kingdom under
Christ. Is it your desire to publicly confess this by being baptized?

• To obey the gospel from the heart means you are changing your spiri-

Â

21. Would you like to make a similar request and have a pastor
or church member visit you?

This Ethiopian, a Jew by religion, had come to celebrate the
Passover feast in Jerusalem. On his way back, he was reading the
book of Isaiah when Philip approached him. The Ethiopian
requested Philip to join him and explain whom the prophet Isaiah
was talking about. Philip took this opportunity to preach Christ
and Him crucified. The Ethiopian's heart was convicted and as a
result, the first Gentile was baptized into the Christian church.

Â

20. On hearing the gospel, what request did the Ethiopian
eunuch make? Acts 8:36-38

The three basic drives that control worldly people are “the lust of
the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life” (1 John 2:16).
Through the cross of Christ, a believer has said good-bye to all
three (see Galatians 5:24). It is not the act of baptism, but our
union with Christ crucified, buried, and resurrected, symbolized by
baptism, that saves us. In this, we glory!

Â

19. Why does Paul glory in the cross of Christ? Galatians 6:14

baptism will be saved when this wicked world is destroyed by fire
(see 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10). Baptism does not change our sinful
natures but changes our (individual) status from condemnation
unto death to justification unto life.

SW/

16. What experience of the Jews does Paul use as a model of
salvation? 1 Corinthians 10:1-4

ing
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Â

Â

Â

2. In what three names should a believer be baptized?
Matthew 28:18-20

Baptism is the believer’s confession of his or her faith-obedience
to Christ and Him crucified. True Christianity is participating in
the truth as it is in Christ. This means we identify ourselves with
the life, death, and resurrection of Christ.

Â

1. What human response, besides believing, is essential to salvation? Mark 16:15, 16

By being immersed in the waters of baptism, the believer is
saying good-bye to the old life of sin, which by faith is
surrendered to the cross of Christ. When the believer is raised
out of the waters of baptism, this act signifies the resurrection
of the believer to a new life in Christ. That is why baptism in
the New Testament is always by immersion. This will be our
study.
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The word “baptism” was first coined by those whose profession
was to dye cloth. In Bible days, garments were made mainly of
two kinds of materials – cotton and wool, both of which were
white in color. The ones who dyed these materials (the
common color was purple) used the word “baptize” (baptizo in
Greek) to describe the dyeing process. They totally submerged
the white material in the purple dye so that the cloth, which
went in white, came out purple.
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True baptism says, “Not I, but Christ.” Every Christian must
confess with Paul, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no
longer I who live, but Christ lives in me.” This is what it means to
walk in the Spirit (see Galatians 2:20, 5:16).

Â

6. What should every baptized Christian confess? Galatians
2:20

To “put on Christ” means identifying yourself with Christ, as if He
is you and you are Christ. This is what Christ meant when He told
His disciples that they are to abide in Him and He in them (see
John 15:4).

Â

5. What does it mean to be baptized into Christ?
Galatians 3:27

Only when we have experienced the new birth and have the Spirit
of Christ dwelling in us are we truly Christians and stand justified
by faith.

Â

4. What does Paul say to us if we have not experienced the
new birth? Romans 8:9

Believers are baptized into the body of Christ by the Holy Spirit.
The expression “made to drink into one Spirit” means we have
experienced the new birth and are now born from above. Through
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, we receive the life of Christ and
have become one with Him (see 1 Corinthians 12:12, 27).

Â

3. Who is the one who really baptizes us into
Christ? 1 Corinthians 12:13

All three members of the Godhead are involved in the salvation of
mankind. God the Father chairs the plan of salvation, Christ is the
Savior of the world, and the Holy Spirit is the active agent in the
experience of salvation.

Â

11. What is destroyed or done away with when one is baptized
into Christ? Romans 6:6

Our union with Christ by baptism is as two branches being grafted
together so that they become one. His death and resurrection
become the heritage of all believers.

Â

10. What will be our experience if we identify with Christ’s
death? Romans 6:5

In this world we begin with life and end with death. Through the
gospel we experience the very opposite. We begin with death to
our old life of sin and in exchange receive the eternal life of Christ.

Â

9. How should believers who are baptized into Christ walk?
Romans 6:4

When the phrase “baptized into Jesus Christ” is used in the Bible,
it is not referring to the act of baptism but to its experience. When
we are baptized into Christ, we were also baptized into His death.
His death becomes our death.

Â

8. In what sense are believers baptized into Christ?
Romans 6:3

Before conversion, we had only one life, the life of the sinful
nature. But now that we have surrendered that life to the cross of
Christ, we should allow the new life of the Spirit to control us.
This process we must repeat daily.

Â

7. As Christians, who should be controlling our lives?
Romans 8:10

God is just in forgiving all our sins because we died in Christ.
That death paid the wages of our sin (see Romans 3:24-26). To be
forgiven of all our sins is one of the great privileges we receive
when we are baptized into Christ.

Â

15. What is one of the blessings we receive when we die with
Christ? Colossians 2:13

Our part in salvation is faith, from beginning to end (see Romans
1:17). God does the operation. The moment we believe in Christ,
God sends the Holy Spirit to dwell in us and we live in His power.

Â

14. Who is the source of our resurrection to the new life in
Christ? Colossians 2:12

If we choose to die with Christ by faith and baptism, we have the
hope of the resurrection. Christ has conquered the grave and His
resurrection now becomes the blessed hope of the believer (see
Philippians 3:20, 21).

Â

13. What is the ultimate hope of those who have been baptized
into Christ? Romans 6:8

The actual word Paul used is “justified” which also means freed or
acquitted. The law of God condemns sinners to death (see Romans
6:23). The moment we identify ourselves with the death of Christ
by faith and baptism, the law no longer condemns us. Now we are
free from the condemnation of the law (see Romans 8:1). This is
what gives us peace with God (see Romans 5:1).

Â

12. What are we freed from when we die with Christ in baptism? Romans 6:7

The original text actually says: “... that the body of sin might be
‘deprived of its power’ or ‘rendered inoperative’.” Through the
new birth experience, we receive a life that is able to subdue the
old life of sin. This is what makes holy living possible.

Â

20. What blessed hope does the new birth bring to the
Christian? 1 Peter 1:3, 4

Â

Â

19. According to Isaiah, what two things does God want to do
in us? Isaiah 57:15

God wants to dwell in us so that He may give us the hope of
salvation. He also wants to walk in us so that He can demonstrate
to the world what He is like, a God of love (see John 13:35). That
is the privilege of being a Christian.

Â

Â

18. According to Paul, what two things does God want to do in
us? 2 Corinthians 6:16

Â

17. When the Holy Spirit dwells and lives in us, to whom do
we belong? 1 Corinthians 6:19

When the Holy Spirit comes and dwells in us through the new
birth experience we become temples of God. It is for this reason
we must not abuse or mistreat our bodies by indulging in alcohol,
drugs or the wrong kinds of foods.

Â

16. When the Spirit of God dwells in us, what do we become?
1 Corinthians 3:16

Â

Unless you are born from above (of the Spirit), you cannot
experience the salvation Christ obtained for you. Is it your
heartfelt desire to experience the new birth?
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The purpose of these trials is to strengthen our faith so that it may
endure unto the end, (i.e., until Christ comes to take us home).
May this be true of you.

Â

22. Why does God allow Christians to go through many trials?
1 Peter 1:6, 7

By “the last time” Peter is referring to the Second Coming of
Christ. The ultimate hope of the Christian is not in this world but
in the world to come (see 1 Corinthians 15:19-23 and Lesson 12).
Until then, we are saved by faith.

Â

21. When will this blessed hope be realized? 1 Peter 1:5

SW/

15. What happens when God puts His Spirit in us? Ezekiel
36:27

ing
i sh

Being born of water is the experience of baptism, which we
considered in Lesson 7. Being born of the Spirit is referring to our
spiritual birth. In baptism, we participate by faith in the death,
burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. In this experience, the life
of sin we were born with is surrendered to the cross of Christ and
in exchange, we receive the life of Christ through the Holy Spirit.
This is the new birth experience.

Â

Â

2. Of what two things must one be born to experience
salvation? John 3:5

Â

1. What must take place before one can see the kingdom of
God? John 3:3

But Jesus was not referring to the physical birth. “Most
assuredly, I say to you,” He responded, “unless one is born of
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the
Spirit is spirit” (John 3:5, 6). In order to be a true Christian,
every believer must experience the new birth. We touched on
this in Lesson 7, but in this lesson, we will consider the full
significance of the new birth, something that is essential to
salvation.

In response to this confession Jesus replied, “Most assuredly, I
say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom
of God” (John 3:3). This statement surprised Nicodemus since
he had never heard of the new birth. He responded, “How can
a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into
his mother’s womb and be born” (John 3:4)?

On one occasion, Nicodemus, one of the chief officers of the
Jewish religion, came to visit Jesus at night. He greeted Jesus
with these words, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher
come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do
unless God is with him” (John 3:2).
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Â

6. By whose will and act does one experience the new birth?
John 1:13

The words “received” and “believed” used in this text are
synonymous. Believing in Jesus Christ is more than a mental
assent to the truth as it is in Him; it involves receiving Him –
making Him part of your life.

Â

Â

5. What two things must we do to be made the children of
God? John 1:12

M

U

In the incarnation, God united our spiritually dead humanity to the
divine life of Christ. This was accomplished by the Holy Spirit
(see Luke 1:26-35). This is also part of the good news of the
gospel since it makes it possible for us to experience the new birth
(see Titus 3:3-6).

Â

4. How did God restore this spiritual life back to sinful
humanity? Ephesians 2:4, 5
H

We cannot experience the new birth and still cling to our old life of
sin. Between the world under sin and the church (the body of
Christ) stands the cross of Christ. This cross will allow nothing of
the world to creep into the church.

Â

10. What trustworthy or faithful saying must all Christians
know? 2 Timothy 2:11

Without Christ and the experience of the new birth, we stand
condemned to eternal death and therefore live in fear of the
judgment. But the moment we experience the new birth we not
only pass from death to life but we also become the adopted
children of God and can call Him “Dear Father.” In the Bible an
adopted child has all the legal rights of a natural child (see Romans
8:16, 17).

Â

9. What change does the new birth bring to our lives?
Romans 8:15

The new birth is not an option but essential to salvation. In the
above two texts, Paul uses the terms “Holy Spirit” and “Christ
dwelling in you” interchangeably. This is because the Holy Spirit
represents Christ in the experience of salvation. This fact is the
foundation of true Christian experience.

Â (Spirit):

Â (Body):

8. Why is the body dead, but the Spirit is alive in the “born
again” Christian? Romans 8:10

Â

Â

The new birth is not a transformation of the old life of sin but an
exchange of the old life for the new. God told Adam and Eve that
in the very day they sinned they would surely die (see Genesis
2:17). We know that this did not take place physically the day
they sinned. It was their spiritual life that came to an end. The
Holy Spirit who was dwelling in them left them and they were
plunged into spiritual darkness or death. Because Adam could not
pass on to us what he did not have, all his children were also born
spiritually dead. This is our natural inheritance.

7. Can one belong to Christ and yet not experience the new
birth? Romans 8:9

3. Is being born of the flesh the same thing as being born of
the Spirit? John 3:6

In the new birth experience, God takes away our stony hearts of
self and replaces them with Christ’s heart of love. This love
becomes the driving force in Christian living and is what makes it
possible to keep the commandments of God.

Â

14. What heart exchange takes place in the life of the bornagain Christian? Ezekiel 36:26

By experiencing the new birth we receive a life that has not only
conquered and condemned sin in the flesh (see Romans 8:3), but
we also receive a life that will last forever, because it is the eternal
life of Christ.

Â

13. How does Peter describe the new birth experience?
1 Peter 1:23

The word “soul” means the life principle. When we obey the truth
of the gospel, we surrender the life of sin to the cross of Christ.
On the cross Jesus not only (1) delivered us from the guilt and
punishment of sin, but also (2) cleansed us from the very principle
or life of sin, which is the love of self. When we obey the gospel
and experience the new birth, both these truths become ours by
faith.

Â

12. In obeying the truth of the gospel, of what do we purify
ourselves? 1 Peter 1:22

Through the truth as it is in Christ (the gospel), God has restored
the Holy Spirit to mankind. The new birth is receiving the life of
Christ, the Holy Spirit, in exchange for our life of sin. This is what
regeneration is all about. Receiving the life of Christ is
experienced by the renewing of the Spirit.

Â

11. What did God restore in saving us in Christ? Titus 3:5

As Christians, we must consider ourselves as being delivered from
this wicked world into the church, the kingdom of God on earth.

None!

Â

23. Why is Christian living so important in witnessing the gospel? Matthew 5:14-16

The same power by which Christ conquered temptation is available to every believer. When we walk in the Spirit as Christ did,
we will be able to experience victory over the flesh as He did.

Â

22. In whose strength was Christ able to overcome temptation?
Luke 4:13, 14

Walking in the Spirit is the same as abiding in Christ. If we abide
in Christ we will bear much fruit and God will be pleased.

Â

21. How much fruit (holy living) are you able to
produce without Christ? John 15:4-8

Walking in the light is the same as walking in the power of the
gospel since Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world” (John 8:12).

Â

20. What will you experience when you walk in the light of the
gospel? 1 John 1:7

Â

19. What kind of life will you live when you are walking in the
Spirit? Ephesians 5:1, 2

Walking in newness of life means that now we let the Holy Spirit
control our lives. It is in this way that the life of Christ is reproduced in us.

Â

Motivated by Christ’s unconditional and self-emptying love for
you, is it your sincere desire to walk in the Spirit, that all may
see the matchless charm of your Savior?
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The world judges Christians by their works. By our unconditional
love for one another, all men will know that we are Christ’s disciples (see John 13:34, 35).

SW/

18. How should we, who have been baptized into Christ’s
death, walk? Romans 6:4

ing
i sh

Â

2. What kind of fruit do we bear when we walk in the Spirit?
Galatians 5:22-25

It is impossible for a believer to fully overcome the sinful desires
of the flesh in his own strength (see Romans 7:1-19). This is only
possible when we walk in the Spirit.

Â

1. How can believers overcome the desires of their sinful natures? Galatians 5:16

For this to happen you must learn to walk in the Spirit. In
Adam, all you were capable of was walking in the flesh,
satisfying the desires of the sinful nature. But now, as a bornagain Christian, you are able to walk in the Spirit as Christ
Himself did when He was on this earth. This is what this
present lesson is all about – the experience of walking in the
Spirit.

While this experience of sanctification does not contribute one
iota towards your title to heaven, it does witness to the salvation
you already have in Christ through justification by faith.
Hence, sanctification, the fruit of the Spirit, is witnessing the
power of the gospel (see Colossians 1:27).

The moment you experience this new birth, you have passed
from death to life, from condemnation of the law to justification
unto life. This is the beginning of the Christian life. The work
of now subduing the sinful desires of the flesh and reproducing
the holy and righteous life of Christ in believers is the work of
the Holy Spirit. This work is the process of sanctification.

Christianity is not a modification or an improvement of the
sinful life with which we were born. It is receiving by faith and
the experience of baptism, the righteous life of Christ, in
exchange for our sinful life that was executed on the cross of
Christ. This is the experience of the new birth, which was
discussed in Lesson 8.
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The word “carnal” means controlled by the sinful desires of the
flesh, your sinful nature. Because the flesh is sinful it can only
produce death, “the wages of sin” (Romans 6:23). Only through
Christ’s Spirit do we have life and peace.

Â (Spiritually):

Â (Carnally):

6. What is the result of being carnally or spiritually minded?
Romans 8:6

The mind is the battleground in the Christian warfare. Those who
are walking in the flesh are preoccupied with pleasing the desires
of their sinful natures. Those who walk in the Spirit want to please
their Lord Jesus Christ.

Â

5. Where is the battle between the flesh and the Spirit fought?
Romans 8:5

God’s law is love, and when we walk in the Spirit the unconditional and self-emptying love of Christ will be manifested in us
(see Romans 13:8-10).

Â

4. What is fulfilled in us when we walk in the Spirit and not in
the flesh? Romans 8:4

The strength we receive to live the Christian life comes from
Christ. Through the indwelling of His Spirit, the victorious life of
Christ is communicated to us who walk in the Spirit.

Â

3. What claim did Paul make in Christ? Philippians 4:13

Notice that when Paul talks about the flesh in Galatians
5:19 he uses the word “works.” This is because works
is what we produce. In Galatians 5:22 he uses the word
“fruit,” because it is not we, but the Holy Spirit, who
produces the fruit.

Â

12. If you have been born of the Spirit what is your obligation?
Romans 8:12-14

The ultimate power of sin is death. The sins of the whole world
put Christ into the grave, but none of our sins could keep Him
there. His resurrection therefore proved that the Spirit’s power
over sin is greater than all the power Satan can master through our
sinful flesh. Hence, the gospel is the power of God to save you
from every aspect of sin – its guilt and punishment as well as its
power and dominion.

Â

11. If a believer is Spirit-controlled, what spiritual power is
manifested? Romans 8:11

Since no change takes place in our sinful natures before Christ
comes (see Romans 8:22-25), we must put no confidence in the
flesh (our sinful natures) to fulfill the will of God. Only through
the Spirit of Christ can we please God.

Â

10. What attitude must the Christian have towards one’s sinful
nature? Romans 8:10

By obeying the gospel you have said in your heart, “Not I, but
Christ.” Christian living is putting this decision into practice.

Â

9. Who should the Christian allow to control his or her mind?
Romans 8:9

Â

8. Is it possible to please God while walking in the flesh? Romans 8:8

Â

7. Why is the mind controlled by the flesh (sinful nature) hostile to God? Romans 8:7

The work of sanctification is the work of the Holy Spirit. Your
part is to keep your eyes focused on Christ and walk in the Spirit
by faith.

Â

17. Who actually does the work of sanctification in your life?
1 Peter 1:2

Â

16. What transformation takes place when you walk in the
Spirit? 2 Corinthians 3:17, 18

Jesus said, “You shall know the truth and the truth shall set you
free” (John 8:32). The freedom that Jesus was talking about was
the freedom from our slavery to sin (see John 8:32-36).

Â

15. Besides enabling victory over sin, into what does the Spirit
guide you? John 16:13

The source of real spiritual life is the Holy Spirit. When He comes
and dwells in you He brings with Him the life of Christ, which has
conquered both sin and death, replacing them with righteousness
and life.

Â

14. Who is the one that gives you real spiritual life? John 6:63

To “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” simply means you allow the
Spirit of Christ to control your life. The Holy Spirit is Christ’s
representative on earth.

Â

13. What other expression does the Bible use for “walking in
the Spirit”? Romans 13:14

As Christians, we have an obligation. It is to live according to the
Spirit. All that the flesh (sinful nature) can produce is sin which
leads to death. Only the Spirit can subdue the flesh and produce
genuine righteousness.

We’re righteous,
aren’t we?

Just as the Old Covenant
condemns to everlasting
death those who disobey it,
in the same way the New
Covenant brings everlasting
life to those who accept its
offer of salvation in Christ.
That is why Scripture
sometimes refers to the New
Covenant as the Everlasting
or Eternal Covenant.

Scripture describes two opposing means of salvation—the Old
Covenant, salvation by human works, and the New Covenant,
salvation by faith in the finished work of Christ. To which
Covenant do you want to belong?
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Â

22. What is another name for the New Covenant?
Hebrews 13:20, 21

Â

21. Because of the cross, what does the New Covenant take
away? Romans 11:27

Since the New Covenant, or Testament (KJV), is a will (promise)
made by God to mankind, like any will it does not come into effect
until death takes place. When Jesus died on the cross, God’s
promise became a reality.

Â

el

The phrase “works of the law” (Romans 9:32) represents
the Old Covenant – using the law as a means or method of

Â

19. Why did Israel of Paul’s day fail to attain
righteousness? Romans 9:30-32

The word that Jesus used was not “servant” (KJV), but “slave.”
That is what we are from birth in regards to sin. Only Christ can
deliver from that slavery (see John 8:36).

Â

18. What was Jesus’ reply to their remarks? John 8:34

Â

17. How did the Jews respond to Christ’s statement in John
8:32? John 8:33

No human method is able to set us free from our slavery to sin, the
principle of self. The only power that can do that is the gospel, the
truth as it is in Christ.

Â

16. According to Jesus, what sets us free from our slavery to
sin? John 8:32

God’s holy law and sinful human nature are incompatible. Only
after we discover this fact, through much failure on our part, are
we able to appreciate Christ and His saving grace (read Romans
7:15-25).

Â

15. How does Paul contrast the law with his own sinful nature?
Romans 7:14

20. In the Lord’s Supper, with what did Jesus link His shed
blood? Matthew 26:28

salvation. The word for this in English is “legalism.1” Only by
faith in Christ, the New Covenant, can we attain to a righteousness
that saves.

SW/

Nowhere in Scripture do we find that the cross of Christ did away
with the law (see Matthew 5:17-19). On the contrary, the law is
impressed on our hearts in the New Covenant. While the law
cannot save sinners it is still the standard for Christian living (see
Romans 13:8-10, Galatians 5:13, 14).

ing
i sh

Â

1. How did the Jews respond when they heard the Book of the
Covenant? Exodus 24:7

Since sin is a deceiver, many make the same mistake as the
Jews and enter into an Old Covenant relationship with God,
thinking they can be saved by promising Him to be good. In
this study we will examine the two Covenants and see why the
Old Covenant can never save us. Our only hope of making it to
heaven is the New Covenant: salvation by grace alone, through
faith alone, in what God obtained for us in Jesus Christ.

However, when God gave His laws to the Jews and entered into
the Old Covenant, He knew they could not keep them. The
whole purpose of the Old Covenant, based on man’s promise
and performance, was to make them aware that they were
sinners in need of a Savior, thus preparing their hearts to accept
the New Covenant, God’s promise of salvation in Christ.

The Old Covenant was first introduced
to the Jews of the Exodus. This
covenant was a contract, an agreement
between them and God. In this
contract, God spelled out His laws,
especially the Ten Commandments, and
in return, the Jews promised to keep all of them. The
agreement was that if they obeyed, they could live; and if they
disobeyed, they would have to die.

The word “covenant” can either mean a contract, an agreement
between two parties, or a will, a promise made by one person
but benefiting others. The Bible describes two opposite
methods of salvation labeling them as the Old Covenant and the
New Covenant. The Old Covenant was a contract made
between God and the Jews, while the New Covenant is a will, a
promise made by God that He would redeem mankind through
the gift of His Son, Jesus Christ.
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Â

5. What do we become conscious of through the law?
Romans 3:20

According to Paul, all humanity has failed to obey God's law and
therefore stands guilty before God. To be “under the law,”
however, is not limited to being under the condemnation of the
law. For example, the Galatian Christians desired to be “under the
law” (Galatians 4:21). Of course, they did not desire to be under
its condemnation; rather, they desired to be ruled or dominated by
the law’s demand to “obey and you will live, disobey and you will
die” (Deuteronomy 11:26-28).

Â

4. What phrase does Paul use to describe being
under the Old Covenant? Romans 3:19

Putting His laws in our hearts simply means He will create in us
new desires that are in harmony with His laws (see Ezekiel 36:26,
27). Such desires are created in our minds because of a heartfelt
appreciation for the forgiveness of sins and the hope of salvation
obtained for us in Christ.

Â

3. What did God promise to do under the New Covenant?
Jeremiah 31:33

The reason God entered into the Old Covenant of salvation by
works of the law was to convince man of his need for a Savior.
Once this purpose is fulfilled, the New Covenant of grace becomes
meaningful.

Â

2. Why was it necessary for God to introduce the New
Covenant? Jeremiah 31:31, 32

The Book of the Covenant read to the Jews of the Exodus was the
“Torah,” the first five books of the Old Testament given to them
through Moses. When they agreed to keep these laws, they
entered into what is known as the First or Old Covenant.

Salvation by works and salvation by grace are two opposite
methods of salvation that cannot be reconciled. It has to be one or
the other. When we by faith accept God's gift of salvation through

Â

9. What must we give up if we are to experience
salvation by grace alone? Galatians 4:29-31

A true Christian is one who has realized that it is impossible to be
saved by works of the law and has therefore accepted Christ as his
or her Savior. Such a person depends entirely on God's grace
offered in Jesus Christ for salvation. This is what it means to be
under the New Covenant – righteousness is attained by faith alone
in Jesus Christ, rather than by works of the law.

Â

8. To which of the two sons of Abraham does Paul link
Christians? Galatians 4:28

The two sons of Abraham and their mothers are excellent
examples of the two covenants. Ishmael, Abraham's son through
the slave woman Hagar, represents the Old Covenant because he
was born as a result of human effort. Isaac, Abraham's son
through his wife Sarah, was born as a result of God’s promise (see
Romans 4:16-22). Ishmael, therefore, represents salvation by
works – the Old Covenant, while Isaac represents the New
Covenant – salvation by grace alone, which is experienced by faith
alone.

Â

7. What do Abraham's two sons and their mothers represent?
Galatians 4:22-26

Â

6. Why is justification by faith in Christ our only
hope of salvation? Galatians 2:16

The law has no power to save. All it can do is make us conscious
of our sin problem (see Romans 3:23). This is an important step as
a means of accepting God's promise of salvation in Christ, the New
Covenant – salvation by grace alone, through faith alone (see
Romans 3:24).
Read carefully for
the message that
is repeated 3 times
in this one verse!

Â

14. Does the New Covenant do away with the law?
Hebrews 8:10

The fault with the Old Covenant was not in God’s law, but in the
inability of the Jews to keep it. This is the very purpose of the Old
Covenant, that is, to convince us that we are sinners in need of a
Savior (see John 8:32-34).

Â

13. Where in the Old Covenant did the fault lie?
Hebrews 8:8, 9

Â

12. What reason does the Bible give for the need of the New
Covenant? Hebrews 8:7

The Old Covenant is based on our human promises, which are like
ropes of sand. On the other hand, the New Covenant is based on
God's promises, which never fail. That is why the New Covenant
is a better covenant.

Â

11. Why is the New Covenant called a better covenant?
Hebrews 8:6

You cannot have it both ways: (1) admitting on the one hand that
you are 100 percent sinful and therefore cannot make any
contribution towards your salvation; and then (2) on the other
hand, adding your own good works or law-keeping towards your
salvation. Our only hope of salvation is through the righteousness
of Christ and nothing else (read Galatians 5:5, 6).

Â

10. What happens when law-keeping is added to justification
by faith as a means of salvation? Galatians 5:4

His Son, Jesus Christ, we cannot hold on to any of our own selfrighteousness. The gospel is not “I plus Christ” but “Not I, but
Christ” (see Philippians 3:3-9).

Â

Â

Besides giving us peace and assurance of salvation, God also gives
believers a new heart of unselfish love. This love is what fulfills
the law of God. See Galatians 5:14.

Â

21. According to the New Covenant where does God write His
law? Hebrews 8:10

Christ did not come to do away with the law, as some teach, but to
fulfill its demands on man’s behalf. He then upholds it as a
standard of Christian living.

Â

Although we are saved by grace alone and not by works of the
law, do you believe that the law is still God’s standard for
Christian living? Is it your desire to keep the law through the
enabling power of the Holy Spirit?
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When we love one another, as Christ loved us (John 13:34), this is
true commandment keeping (See 1 Corinthians 13:1-3, Galatians
5:13, 14).

Â

Â

SW/

20. Therefore, does salvation by grace do away with the law?
Matthew 5:17-19

24. What behavior proves to others that we are truly Christ’s
disciples? John 13:35

19. When we love others as we love ourselves what are we
fulfilling? Galatians 5:14

Besides saving us from the condemnation of the law, God also
saved us in Christ from a life of sin to a life of good works. These
good works do not save us but witness the salvation we already
have in Christ.

23. Besides redeeming us, what were we created in Christ Jesus
to do? Ephesians 2:10

18. Does freedom in Christ (salvation by grace) give us license
to sin? Galatians 5:13

Since obeying the law does not save us, the great danger under
grace is condoning sin. This is called “cheap grace.” But being
saved by grace gives us no such liberty. Instead, it creates in us a
love for others and a hatred for sin.

God’s strength does not depend on human abilities. Our weakness
permits God to manifest His strength. That is why Paul could say
to the Christians in Philippi, “I can do all things through Christ
who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13).

Â

Â

False teachers had convinced the Galatian Christians that they still
had to keep the law as a requirement for salvation (Galatians 1:6,
7; 3:1-3). This is the yoke of bondage. Such a religion gives one
no peace, nor assurance of salvation.

22. When was God's grace or strength made perfect in Paul?
2 Corinthians 12:9

17. With what must the Galatian Christians not be entangled
again? Galatians 5:1

ing
i sh

Â

2. Through whom did sin and death enter the world
(mankind)? Romans 5:12

Since God created man with the freedom of choice, the tree of
knowledge of good and evil became the test of Adam’s loyalty to
God. It was placed in the Garden of Eden as an alternate choice to
obeying God. By eating the forbidden fruit, our first parents
sinned against God and became self-dependent.

Â

1. What command did God give to Adam in
the Garden of Eden? Genesis 2:15-17

Seen in this light, there is no contradiction between
God's law and His grace. Our problem as sinners is
that God's holy law and our sinful natures are
incompatible. This makes salvation through lawkeeping impossible. Grace comes along and saves mankind by
meeting all the demands of the law in Christ and then gives the
believer power to live a life that is in harmony with the law.

There are three main reasons why God gave the law to the
fallen human race. The primary reason was to convict us of sin.
This in turn makes us realize the need for a Savior. Here is the
tutorial function of the law. Second, the law points to Christ as
the perfect fulfillment of righteousness for our salvation. In
Christ, all the demands of the law were fully met on man's
behalf. This is the ceremonial or gospel function of the law.
Finally, the law is codified love. This is the spirit of the law
and is the standard for Christian living.

Closely related to our last study on the two Covenants is the
issue between Law and Grace. These two are opposites when it
comes to salvation. The law says, “Obey and you will
live” (Galatians 3:12, Leviticus 18:5). On the other hand, grace
says, “Believe in Christ and you will live” (John 5:24,
paraphrased). Consequently, many Christians have great
difficulty reconciling the two. Yet both have their source in
God and therefore do not contradict each other when seen in
their respective functions.

/HVVRQ²/DZDQG*UDFH
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As Christians we are justified or declared righteous only by faith.
It is not until Christ comes the second time that we will be changed
and made righteous. This is the blessed hope of all believers (see
Philippians 3:20, 21).

Â

6. Whose obedience will one day make us righteous?
Romans 5:19b

The word “many” is referring to mankind. Because of the fall of
Adam, all of mankind is born with a nature that is dominated by
sin. His one offense not only condemns us to death but it is also
what makes us sinners from birth.

Â

5. Besides condemnation, how did Adam's sin affect
humanity? Romans 5:19a

The “one” who sinned was Adam and the “one” who obeyed was
Christ. By his perfect life and sacrificial death on the cross,
Christ – the last Adam (mankind) – reversed the consequences of
Adam’s sin on mankind. This is the good news of the gospel and
what salvation by grace is all about.

Â

4. In contrast, what did Christ’s obedience bring to mankind?
Romans 5:18b

Â

3. What sentence was passed on mankind because of Adam’s
sin? Romans 5:18a

That “one man” was Adam (see 1 Corinthians 15:22a). The word
“Adam,” in the original, means mankind. In creating Adam, God
created the whole human race in him; therefore, the entire human
race was implicated when Adam sinned. Although we are not
guilty of Adam’s sin, the consequence of his wrong act is that sin
and death spread to or affected all mankind.

Â

12. In contrast, who is the end of the law for righteousness to
the believer? Romans 10:4

Â

11. How many can save themselves by keeping the law?
Romans 3:20

God placed sinful mankind under the law in order to open our eyes
to see that we are sinners in need of a Savior. The law makes us
conscious of our sins so that we might be saved by grace.

Â

10. What is the legal status of the whole human race under the
law? Romans 3:19

Justification by faith in the righteousness of Christ is the very
opposite of salvation by works of the law. The two are
diametrically opposed to each other. That is why the two methods
of salvation cannot be mixed or reconciled.

Â

9. How then can anyone experience justification?
Romans 3:28

Unlike the gospel, which justifies us by faith, believing in the law
of God cannot save anyone. Being under the law means that we
are required to obey all its demands perfectly and continually if we
are to qualify for life. One single failure results in death (see
Galatians 3:10).

Â

8. What does the law demand of us in order for a person to be
justified? Romans 2:13

In the original text, the word “faith” is preceded by the definite
article. By “the faith” Paul is referring to the doctrine of
justification by faith and not the believer's faith. By His perfect
obedience and His sacrificial death, Christ met the full demands of
the law on man's behalf. This is how the law is established in the
doctrine of justification by faith (see Romans 10:4).

Â

16. Does justification by faith make the law null and void?
Romans 3:31

The New Testament makes it absolutely clear that man's only hope
of salvation is by faith in Christ. This is what it means to be saved
by grace. We cannot earn salvation; we must simply accept it by
faith as a gift from God.

Â

15. According to Scripture, what is the only way a
person can be saved? Ephesians 2:8, 9

When it comes to salvation, law and grace are opposites. These
two methods of salvation cannot be reconciled. Therefore, we
cannot subscribe to both methods of salvation; it has to be one or
the other. To be saved by grace is saying, Not I, but Christ (see
Philippians 3:9).

Â

14. What logical conclusion does Paul draw in this verse?
Romans 11:6

Under grace, sin can no longer condemn us to
death. This is because we are no longer under
the authority of the law. However, this must
not lead us to condone sin, since grace does not
give us license to sin (see Romans 6:15-18).

Â

Â (Sin):

Â (God’s gift):

13. Why is sin not able to have dominion to
destroy the believer? Romans 6:14

7. What is the wages of sin, and in contrast, the gift of God?
Romans 6:23

1

Many divergent beliefs have been espoused related to the rapture of the saints.
Many believe that Christians will be raptured to heaven prior to a time of trouble.
There is evidence from the Scriptures, however, that Christians will have to endure
severe hardships prior to Jesus’ return (see Daniel 12:1). This evidence must be
seriously considered. This subject will be addressed further in Lesson 23.

Unfortunately, many today think they will be saved because they
are involved in some kind of Christian ministry. Salvation is by
grace alone, received by faith alone. Good works are the
inevitable fruits of salvation, but they do not contribute to it (see
Ephesians 2:8-10).

Â

20. What will Christ’s response be to those who claim salvation
by works? Matthew 7:22, 23

To come as a thief means that the coming of Christ will be at an
unexpected time, even for Christians1. Therefore, we must
constantly keep our eyes focused on Jesus Christ.

Â

19. How is Christ’s Second Coming described in this text?
Revelation 16:15

Â

18. In view of the above, what admonition does Jesus give to
believers1? Luke 12:40

Today, there is much talk in the political world about “peace and
safety” but we Christians must not be deceived by such talk. The
Bible is clear that at such a time sudden destruction will take place.

Â

17. In contrast, why will the believers1 not be taken by
surprise? 1 Thessalonians 5:4

Â

16. What will happen to unbelievers who cry “peace and
safety”? 1 Thessalonians 5:3

Recognizing that the blessed hope of the Christian is the Second
Coming of Christ, when believers will experience full salvation,
is it your desire to hold on to your faith at all cost?
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Someone who cares and wants to meet you in heaven!

Yours truly,

We are living close to that testing time and my prayer is that you may be among the faithful ones.
In whatever trials you are facing now or will have to face in the future, always remember that the
blessed hope for us Christians is the Second Coming of Christ. Don’t ever give up your faith; hold
on to the end no matter what circumstances come your way. And remember: “The one who calls
you is faithful and will do it” (1 Thessalonians 5:24).

Dear Believer,

During the great tribulation, the supreme test will be the faith of
God’s people. Can God produce a people whose faith in Christ is
unshakable even though they feel forsaken of God? This is what
the issue in the great tribulation will be all about (see Isaiah 54:58). An enduring faith will demonstrate, once and for all, that the
gospel is the power of God unto salvation (see Romans 1:16).
Those who endure such a trial and come out victorious are referred
to as the 144,000, God's remnant (a subject we will study in
Lesson 23).

Â

22. What did Jesus imply will be tested during the great
tribulation? Luke 18:8

Jacob represents those whose faith endures to the end.
The time of Jacob's trouble is the great tribulation that
the last generation of Christians will have to endure before Christ comes. This is the final showdown between
the world under Satan and the church under Christ.

Â

21. What must Christians endure prior to Christ’s Second
Advent? Jeremiah 30:7

SW/

Those who will be mourning when they see Jesus coming in glory
are the unbelievers. In contrast, the believers1 will rejoice and
shout for joy – this is the day we have been waiting for.

ing
i sh

Â

1. What blessed hope does Jesus give to His disciples?
John 14:1, 2

But even the experience of sanctification does not bring about any
change to the sinful nature itself, which remains innately sinful all
the believer's life. This sinful nature is the greatest
hindrance to holy living and that is why Christians long to
experience the third phase of salvation. This final stage of
salvation is glorification. It will take place at the Second Coming
of Christ. The Bible refers to this ultimate experience of salvation
as “the blessed hope.” Let us examine what the Scriptures have to
say about this glorious truth.

, ZLOO EH 6DYHG IURP WKH 1DWXUH DQG 3UHVHQFH RI 6LQ

While justification by faith changes our status or standing before
God from condemnation to death to justification unto eternal life,
it does not change the believer's sinful nature. That is why we
need the indwelling of the Holy Spirit to make the second stage of
salvation possible. This second phase is holy living, commonly
referred to in Scripture as the experience of sanctification. It
is an ongoing process and is realized only as the believer
learns to walk in the Spirit (Lesson 9).

, DP %HLQJ 6DYHG IURP WKH 3RZHU DQG 6ODYHU\ WR 6LQ

The first stage is referred to as justification by faith. This is
made effective the moment one believes the gospel and receives
Jesus as one's personal Savior (see John 5:24). The immediate
blessing of justification by faith is peace with God (Lesson 6,
especially Question 22). This experience also results in the new
birth in which the Holy Spirit comes and dwells in the believer
(Lesson 8, especially Questions 16 and 17).

, DP 6DYHG IURP WKH *XLOW DQG 3XQLVKPHQW RI 6LQ

In our earlier studies, we discovered that God has already obtained
salvation, full and complete, for the entire human race in Jesus
Christ. However, this salvation that has been received by every
believer through faith in Christ is not experienced by Christians all
at once but in three stages. That is why when asked, “Are you
saved?” Christians should respond, “I am saved, I am being saved,
and I will be saved.”

/HVVRQ²7KH%OHVVHG+RSH
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Â

6. What do Christians eagerly wait for while living in this
world? Romans 8:22, 23

Â

5. What must our eyes be focused on while living the
Christian life? Titus 2:13

While our salvation is guaranteed in Christ, this does not give the
believer license to sin. The good news of the gospel does not save
us only from the guilt and punishment of sin, but also from its
power and slavery. Genuine justification by faith creates in
believers a hatred for sin and a desire to live holy, upright lives.

Â

4. What does this accomplished salvation in Christ teach us to
do? Titus 2:12

Â

11. What warning is given to those who draw back from
Christ? Hebrews 10:38

Â

10. What admonition is given to believers who are weak in
faith? Hebrews 10:35

While Christians may have full assurance of salvation, this does
not mean, “Once saved, Always saved.” As long as you have faith
in Christ, your salvation is guaranteed; but the moment you turn
your back on Christ through unbelief, you are also turning your
back to your salvation in Christ.

Â

9. In order for us to experience this ultimate salvation what
must we do? 2 Timothy 4:7, 8

In justification by faith we are declared righteous. In
sanctification we experience holy living and victory over the sinful
desires of the flesh. We thus witness to the righteousness we
already have in Christ. It is only at the Second Coming of Christ
that we will be made righteous, when “this corruptible has put on
incorruption” (1 Corinthians 15:54).

Â

Â

Salvation has already been obtained for the entire human race in
Christ. The believer's blessed hope of going to heaven is not based
on his or her performance but in the truth that Christ is our
righteousness.

8. In view of the above, how is faith described in the book of
Hebrews? Hebrews 11:1

The blessed hope of our bodies being redeemed from the
corruption of sin is part of the blessed hope. Only then will we
Christians be made righteous (see Romans 5:19b). Until then we
are righteous only by faith in Christ and Him crucified.

Â

7. What will Christ do to our bodies when He comes the
second time? Philippians 3:20, 21

By “redemption of our body” Paul is referring to our sinful
natures, which will be changed from corruption to incorruption
only at the Second Coming of Christ (see 1 Corinthians 15:51-54).

3. What gives us this blessed hope of salvation? Titus 2:11

The Second Coming of Christ is the blessed hope of every
Christian. Until then we are sinners saved by grace patiently
waiting for Christ’s soon return. We are citizens of heaven but
still have sinful natures and live in a sinful world.

Â

2. When will this ultimate hope of salvation take place?
John 14:3

The phrase “You believe in God” or “Trust in God” is in the imperative. This means that Christians are never to doubt God's
promise of salvation even as we struggle to live the Christian life
in this world.

Â

15. What will all the nations do when they see Jesus coming in
the clouds? Matthew 24:30

While the Second Coming1 of Christ is the
blessed hope for the Christian1, it is the very
opposite to the unbelievers who have
rejected the gift of salvation in Christ. To
them the Second Coming of Christ is “the
great day of His wrath.”

Â

14. How is the Second Coming of Christ described by the lost?
Revelation 6:17

The righteousness that saves us and qualifies us for heaven is
always in Christ. That, the devil cannot touch. But the faith that
makes that righteousness ours is in us. That, the devil can destroy.
We must hold on to that faith at all cost.

Â

13. What counsel does Jesus give believers regarding His soon
coming? Revelation 3:11

Because Christians live in a sinful world, the devil will try his
level best to make our lives difficult in order to destroy our faith in
Christ. But these difficulties are only temporary. That is why we
must not focus on the hardships of our present life but on Christ,
who will deliver us from all these at His Second Coming.

Â

12. Who did Jesus say will be ultimately saved?
Matthew 10:22

God cannot take to heaven those who have
deliberately turned their backs on Christ.
Hence, His desire is that “none draw back
unto perdition” (Hebrews 10:39).

Â

19. Why will Jesus not condemn believers in the judgment?
Romans 8:34

Â

18. What reason does Paul give that God will never accuse His
people? Romans 8:33

Â

17. What ultimate proof does Paul give that God is on the
believers’ side? Romans 8:32

The wonderful truth about God is that He is on the side of the
believers. While it is true that Satan accuses us sinners day and
night (see Revelation 12:10), the good news of the gospel is that he
is a defeated foe and God’s unconditional, redeeming love will
never forsake us (read Romans 8:35-39).

Â

16. What great gospel truth does Paul reveal about God the
Father? Romans 8:31

When Adam sinned, the whole human race was taken captive by
Satan. On the cross Jesus redeemed us from Satan’s hands (see
John 12:31). Those who refuse God's gift of redemption in Christ
must be warned that by this act they are deliberately choosing their
destruction with Satan (see Matthew 25:41).

Â

15. Why must the world be convicted of judgment? John 16:11

Do you accept the Biblical truth that there is one God
constituting a unity of three co-eternal, divine persons (Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit), all of whom are actively involved in your
salvation?
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ is what saves us; the love of
God the Father is the reason for our salvation; and the communion
of the Holy Spirit is what makes salvation a reality in our lives.
What a wonderful God we have!

Â

Â

Â

21. What are the three-fold blessings Paul mentions in this
benediction? 2 Corinthians 13:14

As Christians, we no longer have to fear the judgment of God.
The Godhead is on our side all the way and will never let us down.
With such peace, we can live above the problems and heartaches
of this life.

Â

20. What does the knowledge of God’s love for us cast out?
1 John 4:16-18

All three members of the Godhead are on the believer’s side. The
Holy Spirit convinces us that we are God’s children and
joint-heirs with Christ (see Romans 8:16, 17). The Father
justifies us in His Son, Jesus Christ. And Jesus Himself is
our Savior and Intercessor. What more can we ask for?

SW/

Since the Father sent His Son to save the world, Jesus could not
return to the Father until His earthly mission was finished. The
“going to the Father” means Christ obtained righteousness for
mankind that fully qualifies sinners for heaven. This is the good
news of the gospel.

ing
i sh

The pronouns “us” and “our” clearly indicate that the Godhead
consists of more than one person (see also Genesis 3:22, 11:7). In
the Old Testament, the name for God is “Elohim.” In the Hebrew
language, the singular for God is “El,” while the plural is
“Elohim.” Thus, the very name for God points to the fact that the
Godhead consists of more than one person. This is conveyed in
Deuteronomy 6:4: “The Lord our God (Elohim) is one Lord.” The
New Testament confirms this truth and reveals that the Godhead

Â

Â

1. What two pronouns indicate that the Godhead is more than
one person? Genesis 1:26

According to Scripture, all three members of the Godhead are
intimately involved in the redemption of mankind. The Father
oversees the plan of salvation, the Son is the Savior of
mankind, and the Holy Spirit communicates that salvation to
the human race. In this study, we will discover what the Bible
teaches about the persons of the Godhead and their united effort
in saving fallen humanity.

We will begin with the Godhead, commonly referred to as The
Trinity. This doctrine is based on the Biblical truth that
there is only one God but consisting of a unity of three
co-eternal, divine persons: the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit. This truth, however, is beyond our human
comprehension; for God is immortal, all-powerful, all knowing,
above all, and omnipresent. Therefore, what may be known of
Him through His self-revelation, we believers accept by faith.

Now that we have covered the essential teachings of the Bible
concerning the good news of the gospel, and you have by faith
and baptism accepted Christ as your personal Savior, we will
turn our attention to the key teachings or doctrines of Scripture.

Before returning to heaven Jesus commissioned His disciples to
go into all the world and make disciples (followers of Christ) of
all nations, “baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.” He then added, “teaching them to
observe all things that I have commanded you” (Matthew
28:19, 20).

/HVVRQ²7KH*RGKHDG
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Under the law
the whole world
stands condemned (see
Romans 3:19).

Â

Â

By His perfect life and
sacrificial death Christ
made it possible to change
our status from under law
to under grace (see Romans 6:14). Further, by
sharing His eternal life
with the human race He
came to redeem, we may
also become the adopted
sons and daughters of God.
This is the good news of
the gospel.

4. For what two reasons did the Father send His Son into
this world? Galatians 4:4, 5

As the chairperson of the plan of salvation, God the Father so
loved the world that He sent His Son not to condemn the world,
even though that is what we deserve, but to save the fallen race
(see John 3:17).

Â

3. What led the Father to give His only beloved Son to the
world? John 3:16

The reason that a believer is baptized in the name of the Father,
Son, and the Holy Spirit is because all three members of the
Godhead are actively involved in our salvation. It is important
from the very start of our Christian experience that we realize this
glorious truth (read Romans 8:31-39).

Â

Â

Â

2. In what three names did Jesus say believers are to be
baptized? Matthew 28:19

consists of three divine persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit.

The word translated “comforter” or “counselor” is paracletos

Â

9. What promise did Christ make to His disciples
before leaving them? John 14:16

Â

8. What do sinners pass from when they accept God’s gift,
Jesus Christ? John 5:24

The Greek word “end” can either mean “terminated” or
“completed.” By His perfect life and sacrificial death, Christ
terminated legalism (keeping the law as a means of salvation) and
became man's complete righteousness.

Â

7. Because of this finished work, of what is Christ the
end? Romans 10:4

The work the Father had given His Son to accomplish was the redemption of mankind. On the cross this work was finished (see
John 19:30).

Â

Â

6. What two things did Christ accomplish for His Father?
John 17:4

“The Word made flesh” means that Christ, the divine Son of God,
was united to the human race and became a man. In the
Incarnation, the Father, through the Holy Spirit, united the divine
life of His Son to the corporate life of the human race that
needed redeeming. This made Christ the second Adam
(mankind) and qualified Him to be the Savior of the
world, mankind’s substitute.

Â

5. In order for Christ to redeem mankind, what did He have to
be made? John 1:14

Â

14. How did Jesus explain the righteousness that saves sinners?
John 16:10

Why did Jesus define sin as unbelief (deliberately rejecting the
convictions of the Holy Spirit that Jesus is the only means of
salvation)? Because it is the only sin that will keep out anyone
from heaven. Every sin against the law can be forgiven because of
the cross (see Galatians 3:13). But the sin of unbelief (rejecting
Christ) is the unpardonable sin (see Matthew 12:31).

Â

13. How did Jesus define sin in the above text? John 16:9

Jesus takes up each of these three convictions of the Holy Spirit
and defines them. Note what He says in the next three verses.

Â

Â

Â

12. Of what three things does the Holy Spirit reprove or
convict the world? John 16:8

Jesus promised His weak disciples the power of the Holy Spirit to
carry out His great commission of witnessing the gospel to the
world. That same power is available to us to witness Christ to our
modern world. See Lesson 18 for more on spiritual gifts.

Â

11. What do believers receive after the Holy Spirit has
come upon them? Acts 1:8

Â

10. Who is this Comforter or Counselor Jesus promised?
John 14:26

(someone who is there to guide, comfort, encourage, and meet all
your needs).

The Theory of Evolution may be correctly called “science falsely
so called” (KJV). This theory is one of Satan’s most sophisticated
means of sidetracking Christians from the path of the gospel truth.
Beware of such teachings!

Â

21. What admonition, given by Paul to Timothy, must we
heed? 1 Timothy 6:20

Â

20. What hope does Paul give to believers who have lost a
loved one? 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

“In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye.” That is how long it
will take Christ to transform our bodies from corruption to incorruption. This hope of the gospel becomes impossible if we deny
God’s creative power and accept the lies evolution is proclaiming.

Â

19. How long will Christ take to bring about the
above transformation? 1 Corinthians 15:51-53

Â

18. What change to our bodies will take place at the Second
Advent? Philippians 3:20, 21

This blessed hope of seeing our Redeemer with our resurrected
bodies can only become a reality because of the creative power of
Christ. Deny this power and we have to deny the blessed hope.

Â

17. What blessed hope did Job express when faced with death?
Job 19:25, 26

It would be impossible for these two facts to have taken place if
the Theory of Evolution is correct. That is why anyone who
denies the truth about creation as revealed in Scripture, must deny
the truth about the two Adams. This is how Satan has attempted to
destroy the very foundation of the gospel message.
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FUHDWHGWKHZRUOGLQGD\V$QGWKHJHQHDORJLHVRI*HQHVLVDQG
&KURQLFOHVUHIOHFWDQHDUWKWKDWLVRQO\DIHZWKRXVDQG\HDUVROG

OLWHUDO GD\V RQO\ D IHZ WKRXVDQG \HDUV DJR

.HQ , MXVW FDQnW IDWKRP WKDW \RX EHOLHYH WKDW VRPH o*RGp FUHDWHG WKH HDUWK LQ VL[

&KDUOHV

Adherents of each camp generally agree on the facts related to
scientific discoveries. Where disagreements arise is in the
interpretation of the facts. Let’s take a look now at a discussion
between Ken (a Biblical creationist) and Charles (an evolutionist).
Listen carefully as they speak in somewhat technical, yet
understandable terms.

In Lesson 14 we saw that the Bible clearly teaches that God
made the heavens, the earth, the sea, and everything in them
in six literal days (Exodus 20:11). This explanation of the origin
of the cosmos is referred to as Biblical creation or Creation
Science. At the other end of the spectrum, the Big Bang Theory
proposes that billions of years ago, the whole universe was
contained within a volume the size of an atomic nucleus. Upon
expanding, particles formed, dispersed, and have continuously
evolved into the present state of the universe that we now know.
Evolutionists believe this happened by chance, whereas theistic
evolutionists believe God “created” the universe (including living
beings) through this process.

,QWKH%HJLQQLQJ
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Â

2. How long did it take
God to create the
heavens and the earth?
Exodus 20:11

Â
Scripture clearly teaches that God
created this world in six literal
days. He spoke and it happened. It
is hard for our finite minds to understand how God could speak and
things came into existence, but the
Bible declares it so, and we accept
it by faith (read Genesis 1).

One of the great issues facing the Christian Church today has to
do with the Biblical account of creation as recorded in Genesis.
Ever since Charles Darwin published his book, The Origin of
Species, in 1859, the idea that this world was created by God in
six literal days has been challenged by the Theory of Evolution.
This controversy is more than a scientific problem, for it also
denies a vital truth of the gospel. According to the good news
of salvation, when Christ comes the second time to take
believers to heaven the dead in Christ will be raised instantly
with perfect, glorified bodies (see 1 Corinthians 15:51, 52).
This truth flies in the face of what evolution teaches. If it took
millions of years for man to develop to his present stage, then
obviously it is impossible for man to be raised from the dust
with a perfect body in an instant. Yet, this is the clear teaching
of the Bible and the blessed hope of every believer.
While creation cannot be proven scientifically, neither has
evolution been demonstrated by the scientific method. It is still
a theory or idea awaiting confirmation. Therefore, both
creation and evolution are accepted today by faith – the former
by faith in God's Word and the latter by faith in the opinions of
scientific man.
Every heresy that Satan has introduced into the Christian
church is ultimately an attack on the gospel. This includes the
Theory of Evolution, which denies the creative power of God.
Therefore, in this study we will examine what the Bible has to
say about the creation of this world, especially of mankind, in
the light of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
1. According to the Bible, who created our universe?
Genesis 1:1

/HVVRQ²7KH'RFWULQHRI&UHDWLRQ

6DYLRURIWKH%LEOH&RXUVH

Â

7. According to the apostle John, who actually created our
world? John 1:1-3

While those who turn their backs on God today no longer worship
graven images (see Romans 1:23), evolutionists have created their
own gods, according to their own ideas (self-worship), contrary to
what the Bible advocates.

Â

6. How does Paul describe those who deny
the God of creation? Romans 1:22

While God may not be seen, one of the greatest proofs of His
existence is creation. To believe that this highly complex world of
ours came about by chance, as do the evolutionists, requires more
faith than belief in an all-powerful God who created our universe.

Â

5. What evidence does Paul give that the
invisible God does exist? Romans 1:20

Â

4. According to David, what do the heavens declare?
Psalm 19:1

When the inhabitants of Lystra began to worship Paul and
Barnabas because they miraculously healed a cripple (see Acts
14:8-14), Paul pointed out to them that there is only one true God –
the God of creation. The Theory of Evolution denies this God, for
it teaches that life came into existence by chance and gradually
developed into the various species of today.

Â

3. How did Paul distinguish the true, living God from false
ones? Acts 14:15

Â

12. Through whom did sin and death enter the world?
Romans 5:12

Reading through the four gospels – Matthew, Mark, Luke, and
John – it becomes clear that Jesus understood the Genesis account
of creation as being a historical fact. Never once did He even hint
or imply that the human race was the result of millions of years of
the evolutionary process.

Â

11. What did Christ have to say about the creation of
mankind? Mark 10:6

Â

10. What must we have in order to please God? Hebrews 11:6

Faith is taking God at His word, even though what He says in
Scripture may disagree with the scientific method. In the Bible,
Abraham is called the father of all true believers. His faith in a
God who can do the impossible is set as an example of what our
faith must be (read Romans 4:16-22).

Â

9. As Christians, what do we accept by faith? Hebrews 11:3

Not only is Christ the one by whom God created our universe but
He is also our Redeemer through whom we have the forgiveness of
sins (see Colossians 1:14). If we deny His creative power, how
can we believe in His saving power?

Â

8. For how much of creation is Christ responsible?
Colossians 1:16

The “Word” is none other than Jesus Christ (see John 1:14).
While all three members of the Godhead were involved in creation, it was Christ who spoke and brought our world into existence.

Â (Christ’s obedience):

Â (Adam’s sin):

16. What was the result on mankind of Adam’s sin and Christ’s
obedience? Romans 5:18

The reason that what Adam and Christ did affected “the many”
(i.e., the human race) is that all humanity was in these two men –
in Adam by creation and in Christ by the Incarnation.

Â

15. How many were affected by what Adam and Christ did?
Romans 5:15

The one to come is none other than Jesus Christ. The reason
Paul uses Adam as a type of Christ is because what each of
these men did affected the entire human race (see Romans
5:18). Mankind is the multiplication of Adam’s life (see Acts
17:26). Therefore, Adam’s one sin brought condemnation and
death to all. Likewise, Christ is called the second or last Adam
because He also represents all humanity and His act of
obedience brought justification of life for all. To believe in
evolution is to deny this glorious truth of the gospel.

Â

14. Of whom does Paul use Adam as a figure, pattern, or type?
Romans 5:14

In spite of all its scientific claims, evolution has no solution to the
problem of death, the grim reaper. Those who put their faith in
evolution have no hope of the resurrection. In contrast, those who
put their faith in Christ look forward to the blessed hope of the
resurrection.

Â

13. Who are the two men responsible for death and life
respectively? 1 Corinthians 15:21, 22

The one man who brought sin and death into this world was Adam.
Sin is not the remnants of our animal nature, as many evolutionists
claim, but the result of the Fall. According to Scripture, man is not
getting better and better but going from bad to worse. History
clearly demonstrates this Biblical fact.

,WKLQN\RXZLOOEHDPD]HGZLWKWKHHYLGHQFHDQGWKDW\RXZLOOFRQFXU
WKDWWKHPRGHOIRUDUHFHQWFUHDWLRQIDURXWZHLJKVWKHEHOLHIV\VWHPIRU
HYROXWLRQ$WWKHHQGRIWKHH[HUFLVHRQO\\RXZLOOGHFLGHZKLFKEH 6

&KDUOHV\RXKDYHKHDUGWKH´HYLGHQFHµIRUHYROXWLRQDOO\RXUOLIHEXW
\RXKDYHQRWKHDUGWKHDUJXPHQWVDQGHYLGHQFHVIRUWKHFUHDWLRQEHOLHI
V\VWHP,WKLQN\RXZLOOEHDPD]HGZKHQ\RXGLVFRYHUWKHVXSHUDEXQ
GDQFHRISUHVHQWGD\REVHUYDEOHHYLGHQFHWKDWVXSSRUWVDUHFHQWFUHD
WLRQZKHWKHULWGHDOVZLWKFRDOIRUPDWLRQGLQRVDXUVQDWXUDOVHOHFWLRQ
PXWDWLRQVGLIIHUHQW´UDFHVµRISHRSOHWKHRULJLQRIODQJXDJHVFORQLQJ
DQGPXFKPXFKPRUH:KHWKHULW·VDIRRWFDQ\RQWKDWZDVIRUPHG
LQRQHGD\E\RQHPXGIORZDVWKHUHVXOWRIWKH0RXQW6W+HOHQVHUXS
WLRQRUDILVKIRVVLOL]HGVRTXLFNO\WKDWLWGLGQ·WHYHQILQLVKHDWLQJLWV
OXQFK\RXZLOOVHHDIUHVKQHZSHUVSHFWLYHZKLFKLVDFWXDOO\WKHPRVW
DQFLHQWSHUVSHFWLYHRIDOO

:HOO ZKDW DERXW DOO WKH RWKHU VFLHQWLILF HYLGHQFH IRU HYROXWLRQ"

/HW·V´HYROYHµ\RXURZQZRUGVWKDW´WKH8QLIRUPLWDULDQ3ULQFLSOHLVWKH
JOXHWKDWELQGVDOOHYROXWLRQDU\WUXWKVWRJHWKHUµWRWKHLUORJLFDOFRQFOX
VLRQ7KHSLHFHVRIHYROXWLRQKDYHLQGHHGEHFRPHXQJOXHGGLVLQWHJUDW
LQJHYROXWLRQ7KHRQO\SODXVLEOHH[SODQDWLRQUHPDLQLQJ*RGSXUSRVHO\
OHIW+LVILQJHUSULQWVRIFUHDWLRQLQWKHURFNVZKHQ+HPDGHWKHPLQWKH
IRUPRISRORQLXPUDGLRKDORV

&KDUOHVWKLVLVDQRWKHUH[DPSOHRIKRZ*RG·V´'DYLGµLVFRQWLQXLQJWR
VOD\WKHSURYHUELDO´*ROLDWKµWKURXJKRXWKLVWRU\6LPSO\SXWSRORQLXP
UDGLRKDORVDQGWKH8QLIRUPLWDULDQ3ULQFLSOHFDQQRWERWKH[LVWLQWKH
VDPHXQLYHUVH,WLVURFNVROLGHYLGHQFHWKDWELOOLRQVRI\HDUVKDYHFRO
ODSVHGWRDOPRVWQRWKLQJ

<RXKDYHQ·WKHDUGDERXWWKHSRORQLXPKDORVLQJUDQLWHVEHFDXVHLW
GRHVQ·WILWWKHHYROXWLRQDU\IUDPHZRUN6RPXFKIRURSHQVFLHQWLILFIR
UXPVZKHUHDOOHYLGHQFHLVJLYHQHTXDOZHLJKWLQDUULYLQJDWDFRQFOX
VLRQ

:KHUH GR , JR IURP KHUH"

(Website) www.halos.com; and

(Video) Fingerprints of Creation, Mike Lee Beesley, Dr. Robert
V. Gentry, Steven Mosley, (Alpha Productions, 1994).

◊

◊

(Magazine) Creation ex nihilo, 22(1):18-21, December 1999–
February 2000, (Andrew Snelling).

The hope of the resurrection becomes a reality only as we
believe that God created this world by the word of His mouth,
without depending on pre-existing matter. Do you accept this
Biblical truth by faith?
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Response: ______________________________________________

•

Address: Answers in Genesis; P.O. Box 6330; Florence, Kentucky 41022, USA Website: www.answersingenesis.org
Phone: 800-350-3232 (information) or 800-778-3390 (orders).

◊

0\5HVSRQVHWR/HVVRQ

Address: Earth Science Associates; P.O. Box 12067; Knoxville,
TN, 37912-0067, USA Website: www.halos.com
Phone: 800-467-6380

◊

These and many additional resources are available at:

◊

Dating of volcanic rocks using the K-Ar method was derived from:

(Book) Creation’s Tiny Mystery: Dr. Robert V. Gentry,
(Knoxville, TN: Earth Science Associates, 1992);

◊

(Bibliography) The polonium radiohalos discussion was derived from:

6LQFH\RX·UHVXFKD´WHNNLHµ\RXZRXOGEHIDVFLQDWHGZLWKWKHDUWLFOH
ZULWWHQE\5REHUW9*HQWU\LQHQWLWOHG´)LQJHUSULQWVRI&UHDWLRQµ
>&UHDWLRQH[QLKLOR7HFKQLFDO-RXUQDO9RO 1R @2QWKHOLJKWHU
VLGH\RXFDQVWDUWE\FKHFNLQJRXWWKHIROORZLQJZHEVLWHVERRNYLGHR
DQGPDJD]LQH

7KDWnV IDLU

OLHIV\VWHPKDVWKHZHLJKWRIHYLGHQFHRQLWVVLGHDQGZKLFKPDNHVWKH
PRVWVHQVH

SW/

FLDOL]HGHTXLSPHQW0XFKRIWKHZRUNZDVSHUIRUPHGDWWKH2DN5LGJH
1DWLRQDO/DERUDWRU\LQ7HQQHVVHH$QG\HVDEXQGDQWGRFXPHQWDWLRQ
KDVEHHQSUHVHQWLQOHDGLQJVFLHQWLILFMRXUQDOVVXFKDV6FLHQFH1DWXUH
*HRSK\VLFDO5HVHDUFK/HWWHUVDQG$QQXDO5HYLHZVRI1XFOHDU6FLHQFH
$QGIRUDERXWDWKLUGRIDFHQWXU\DWWHPSWVWRFRQWUDGLFWWKLV´WLQ\P\V
WHU\µKDYHEHHQPHDJHU,IWKLVPRQXPHQWDOGLVFRYHU\FRXOGEHUH
IXWHGKRZHYHUWKHUHZRXOGEHYROXPHVRIPDWHULDOVGRLQJVRIRULWLVD
PDMRUWKUHDWWRWKHHYROXWLRQDU\IUDPHZRUN

ing
i sh

/DWHU SURJUHVVLRQV RI OLIH FRXOG QRW EHJLQ XQWLO WKLV SURFHVV ZDV



SDUHQW HOHPHQWV LQ WKH

/HW PH JLYH \RX DQ DQDORJ\ 6XSSRVH D IDXFHW LV GULSSLQJ LQWR D EXFNHW

HQGVWDWH HOHPHQWV WR

$Q\

:LWK VRPH VLPSOH PDWKHPDWLFV LW LV HDV\ WR FDOFXODWH KRZ ORQJ LW WRRN WR

PHWKRG

FRPPRQO\ DJHG XVLQJ WKH SRWDVVLXPDUJRQ .$U

2YHU WLPH WKH DUJRQ DFFXPXODWHV LQ WKH URFN VLQFH LW FDQnW HVFDSH

7KH

7KLV LV JURXQGHG XSRQ WKH ZHOO

:KDWLILQ\RXUDQDORJ\VRPHRQHWXUQHGWKHIDXFHWRQIRUVRPHSHULRG
RIWLPHDQGWKHQUHWXUQHGWKHIORZRIZDWHUWRWKHVDPHVWHDG\
2

SK\VLFV FRXUVHV IURP 1HZ <RUN WR 1HZ =HDODQG

7KLV LV WDXJKW LQ XQLYHUVLW\

:H FDQ ORRN WR QDWXUDO ODZV WR H[SODLQ HYHU\WKLQJ ZLWKRXW QHHGLQJ DQ\
oPLUDFOHV RI *RGp WKDW \RXU XQGHUVWDQGLQJ UHTXLUHV

WRJHWKHU

HVWDEOLVKHG 8QLIRUPLWDULDQ 3ULQFLSOH ,WnV WKH JOXH WKDW ELQGV DOO HYROXWLRQDU\ WUXWKV

.HQ \RXU TXHVWLRQV DUH TXLWH UXGLPHQWDU\

%XWHYHQLIZHNQRZSUHVHQWGHFD\UDWHVZKLFK,DJUHHDUHVFLHQWLILF
IDFWWKDWGRHVQ·WWHOOXVDQ\WKLQJDERXWKRZROGWKHURFNVDUHXQOHVVWKH
UDWHRISRWDVVLXPGHFD\KDVEHHQSHUIHFWO\FRQVWDQWWKURXJKRXWKLVWRU\
+RZGR\RXNQRZWKDWWKHGHFD\UDWHVKDYHEHHQFRQVWDQWVLQFHWLPH
EHJDQ"

OHFWLYH HYHUHYROYLQJ EUDLQ WUXVW

,W LV EXW D WULEXWH WR RXU FRO

5DGLRPHWULF GDWLQJ RI FHUWDLQ URFNV LQ WKH ELOOLRQV RI
\HDUV KDV EHHQ SHUIRUPHG LQ UHSXWDEOH FHUWLILHG ODEV

WKH YROFDQLF URFN IRUPHG

SRWDVVLXP LV FRQVWDQW WKH VDPH VLPSOH PDWKHPDWLFV FDQ EH XVHG WR FDOFXODWH ZKHQ

ROGHU WKH URFN WKH OHVV SRWDVVLXP DQG WKH PRUH DUJRQ 6LQFH WKH GHFD\ UDWH RI

DUJRQ

SUHVHQW LQ WKH YROFDQLF URFNV ZKHQ WKH\ KDUGHQHG HYHQWXDOO\ GHFD\V LQWR WKH JDV

5DGLRDFWLYH SRWDVVLXP

)RU H[DPSOH YROFDQLF URFNV DUH

7KH VDPH LV WUXH IRU UDGLRPHWULF GDWLQJ RI URFNV

DFFXPXODWH DQ\ JLYHQ DPRXQW RI ZDWHU LQ WKH EXFNHW

GULSSLQJ

FKHPLVW FRXOG GHWHUPLQH WKH YROXPH RI HDFK GURS RI ZDWHU DQG WKH IUHTXHQF\ RI WKH

URFN



$OO WKDW VFLHQWLVWV QHHG WR GR LV DSSO\ VRPH UDGLRPHWULF GDWLQJ PHWKRG WR

*HRORJLVWV VWXG\ URFNV WKDW FRQWDLQ VDPSOHV RI UDGLRDFWLYH HOHPHQWV DOO WKH

PHDVXUH WKH SHUFHQWDJH RI

WLPH

6LPSOH

+RZGR\RXNQRZWKDWWKLVSURFHVVRFFXUUHGRYHUPLOOLRQVRUELOOLRQVRI
\HDUV"

FRPSOHWH

PLOOLRQV RI \HDUV

7KH HDUWK ZDV LQ D PROWHQ VWDWH DQG WKHQ FRROHG FU\VWDOOL]HG DQG KDUGHQHG RYHU

+RZGR\RXVXSSRVHWKDWWKHHDUWKLVVHYHUDOELOOLRQ\HDUVROG"

WR LQFOXGH VFLHQFH

DQG WKHQ FRROHG FU\VWDOOL]HG DQG KDUGHQHG RYHU PLOOLRQV RI \HDUV

URFNV EXW WKDW ZRXOG YLRODWH WKH 8QLIRUPLWDULDQ 3ULQFLSOH

7KDW MXVW VKRZV WKDW WKH\ QHHG WR ZRUN RXW VRPH EXJV LQ

6XUH WKH\ DUH WKH RULJLQDO RU IRXQGDWLRQ URFNV RI WKH HDUWK

3

&KDUOHVLW·VQRWDQLVVXHRIPHFKDQLFVEXWUDWKHURIDVVXPSWLRQVXVHG
LQWKHWHVWLQJ:HOOVLQFHWKDWGLGQ·WFRQYLQFH\RXOHWPHJLYH\RXDQ
RWKHUH[DPSOH6LQFHZH·UHWDONLQJDERXWURFNVOHW·VWXUQRXUDWWHQWLRQ
WRWKHHDUWK·VIRXQGDWLRQURFNV+DYH\RXHYHUKHDUGRISULPRUGLDO
JUDQLWHV"

WKH PHFKDQLFV RI SRWDVVLXPDUJRQ GDWLQJ

WR GR EHWWHU WKDQ WKDW

, VXSSRVH WKDW FRXOG KDSSHQ EXW \RXnOO KDYH

7KLV ZRXOG VNHZ WKH UHVXOWV DQG PDNH WKHP EHOLHYH WKDW WKH

URFNV ZHUH ROGHU WKDQ WKH\ UHDOO\ DUH

WKH SRWDVVLXP GHFD\

EH XQDEOH WR GLIIHUHQWLDWH EHWZHHQ WKH oQRUPDOp DUJRQ DQG WKH DUJRQ GHULYHG IURP

7KXV WKH ODE WHFKQLFLDQV ZRXOG

%XW , VXSSRVH WKDW WKHUH PLJKW KDYH EHHQ VRPH OHYHO RI DUJRQ

DOUHDG\ SUHVHQW LQ WKH URFNV ZKHQ WKH ODYD FRROHG

7KDW LV LQWHUHVWLQJ

6RPHRIWKHVDPSOHVZHUHJLYHQDQDJHRIOHVVWKDQPLOOLRQ\HDUV
ROGEXWVHYHQRIWKHVDPSOHVZHUHGHHPHGWREHRQHPLOOLRQ\HDUVROG
RUPRUH2QHVDPSOHGHULYHGIURPDODYDIORZZDVVKRZQWREH
PLOOLRQ\HDUVROG$QGDOOWKHVHURFNVIRUPHGVLQFH

+RZ ROG"

(OHYHQVDPSOHVZHUHFROOHFWHGIURPODYDIORZVZKLFKGDWHDVIDUEDFN
DV7KHVDPSOHVZHUHVHQWWRDUHVSHFWHGFRPPHUFLDOODERUDWRU\
WRGDWHWKHURFNVEXWWKHGDWHVZHUHQRWJLYHQWRWKHODE'R\RXNQRZ
KRZROGWKHODEFDOFXODWHGWKHURFNVWREH"

1R

&KDUOHVDUH\RXIDPLOLDUZLWKWKHWHVWLQJRIUHFHQWODYDIORZVIURP0W
1JDXUXKRHLQ1HZ=HDODQG"

3UD\LQJ7KDQN\RX/RUG,KDYHEHHQZDLWLQJIRUWKLVFKDQFH 

WU\LQJ WR FUDFN WKDW LPSHQHWUDEOH IRUWUHVV
HOHPHQW OLVWHG LQ WKH 3HULRGLF 7DEOH RI WKH (OHPHQWV ULJKW DIWHU

%XW WR DQVZHU \RXU TXHVWLRQ RI FRXUVH

2QH SRORQLXP LVRWRSH ODVWV IRU

$PD]LQJUHVHDUFKKDVEHHQFRQGXFWHGRQRYHUKDORV
PLFURVSKHUHVRIFRORUDWLRQSURGXFHGE\WKHUDGLRDFWLYHGHFD\RISUL
PRUGLDOSRORQLXP ZKLFKZHUHWDNHQIURPEDVHPHQWJUDQLWHVIURPGLI
IHUHQWFRQWLQHQWV(DFKWLPHWKHKDORVZHUHH[DPLQHGWKHUHVHDUFK 4

7KDW·VIDLU/HWPHWDONDERXWLWILUVWDQGWKHQ,·OOUHIHU\RXWRWKHKDUG
HYLGHQFH

/LNH , VDLG ,nOO KDYH WR VHH LW WR EHOLHYH LW

<RX·OOVHH:KDW\RXKDYHEHHQUHIHUULQJWRLVVHFRQGDU\SRORQLXPEXW
\RXKDYHQRWPHQWLRQHGSULPRUGLDOSRORQLXPZKLFKKDVQRSDUHQWXUD
QLXP

ROG"

WHDU GRZQ WKH 8QLIRUPLWDULDQ 3ULQFLSOH RU WKH IDFW WKDW WKH HDUWK LV ELOOLRQV RI \HDUV

,nG KDYH WR VHH LW WR EHOLHYH LW EXW ZKDW GRHV DOO WKLV KDYH WR GR ZLWK DWWHPSWLQJ WR

1RZKHUH·VP\TXHVWLRQ:KDWLI,WROG\RXWKDWHYLGHQFHKDVEHHQ
IRXQGRISRORQLXPLQGHSHQGHQWRIXUDQLXPGHFD\"

9HU\JRRG$FFRUGLQJWRWKHHYROXWLRQDU\IUDPHZRUNSRORQLXPLVVXS
SRVHGWRH[LVWLQQDWXUHRQO\DVSDUWRIWKHXUDQLXP DQGDFWXDOO\
DOVRWKHWKRULXP GHFD\FKDLQV6LQFH\RXPHQWLRQHGXUDQLXP,·OO
IRFXVRQWKDWGHFD\FKDLQ

HQG SURGXFW LV OHDG

RQO\ D IHZ IOHHWLQJ PRPHQWV EHIRUH LW GHFD\V LQWR DQRWKHU HOHPHQW DQG , WKLQN WKH

SURFHVV EXW ,nP VXUH SRORQLXP LV RQH RI WKHP

, GRQnW UHPHPEHU DOO WKH RWKHU HOHPHQWV WKDW XUDQLXP GHFD\V LQWR GXULQJ LWV GHFD\

:HOO RI FRXUVH SRORQLXP H[LVWV LQ QDWXUH RQO\ DV SDUW RI WKH XUDQLXP GHFD\ FKDLQ

*UHDW%XW\RXGLGQ·WPHQWLRQZKHUHSRORQLXPFRPHVIURP

 %LVPXWK DQG ULJKW EHIRUH  $VWDWLQH

3RORQLXP WKH 

WK

7KDW FDPH WRWDOO\ RXW RI OHIW ILHOG

:RZ

,nP DQ RSHQPLQGHG JX\

, ZRXOG KDYH WR FRQVLGHU WKH HYLGHQFH EXW JRRG OXFN

1REXWSHUKDSVDGLVFXVVLRQRISRORQLXPZLOOVKHGVRPHOLJKW$UH\RX
IDPLOLDUZLWKSRORQLXP"

,I,VKRZHG\RXWKDWWKLQJVZHUHQRWDOZD\VWKHVDPHLQWKHGLVWDQWSDVW
DVZHQRZNQRZWKHPZRXOG\RXFRQVLGHUDEDQGRQLQJ\RXUDOOHJLDQFH
WRWKH8QLIRUPLWDULDQ3ULQFLSOH"

WR SHUVXDGH PH E\ EHLQJ UHSHWLWLYH"

, WKRXJKW , DOUHDG\ WROG \RX D IHZ PLQXWHV DJR WKDW WKH HDUWK ZDV LQ D PROWHQ VWDWH

7KHRUHWLFDOO\ WKDW ZRXOG SUHVHQW D SUREOHP LQ HVWDEOLVKLQJ D GHSHQGDEOH DJH IRU WKH
$UH \RX WU\LQJ

'R\RXNQRZKRZWKH\ZHUHIRUPHG"

GULSSLQJ\RXRQFHKDG"

,V WKLV VRPHWKLQJ WKDW ZDV GRQH

2QWKHFRQWUDU\WKLVZRUNUHTXLUHGWKHXVHRIH[SHQVLYHKLJKO\VSH

LQ VRPH PDNHVKLIW PRP Qn SRS KRPH ODERUDWRU\"

, KDYH QHYHU KHDUG DERXW WKLV LQ DQ\ VFLHQFH FODVV

5

1RZLW·VP\WXUQWRXVHDQDQDORJ\$VSHFNRISULPRUGLDOSRORQLXPLQ
PROWHQURFNFDQEHFRPSDUHGZLWKDQ$OND6HOW]HUGURSSHGLQWRDJODVV
RIZDWHU7KHEHJLQQLQJRIHIIHUYHVFHQFHLVHTXDWHGWRWKHPRPHQWWKDW
SRORQLXPDWRPVEHJDQWRHPLWUDGLRDFWLYHSDUWLFOHV,QPROWHQURFNWKH
WUDFHVRIWKRVHUDGLRDFWLYHSDUWLFOHVZRXOGGLVDSSHDUDVTXLFNO\DVWKH
$OND6HOW]HUEXEEOHVLQZDWHU%XWLIWKHZDWHUZHUHLQVWDQWO\IUR]HQ
WKHEXEEOHVZRXOGEHSUHVHUYHG-XVWDVWKHIUR]HQEXEEOHVZRXOGEH
FOHDUHYLGHQFHRITXLFNIUHH]LQJRIZDWHUVRDUHSRORQLXPKDORVXQGHQL
DEOHHYLGHQFHWKDWPDQ\UDSLGO\HIIHUYHVFLQJVSHFNVRIFUHDWHGSROR
QLXPLQWHUDFWHGZLWKDVHDRISULPRUGLDOPDWWHUZKLFKZDVGLUHFWO\
IUR]HQDVVROLGJUDQLWH7KHVHSRORQLXPKDORVFRXOGKDYHIRUPHGRQO\
LIVSHFNVRISULPRUGLDOSRORQLXPKDGEHHQLQVWDQWO\HQFDVHGLQVROLG
URFN%XWLQVWDQWIRUPDWLRQRUFU\VWDOOL]DWLRQRIWKHJUDQLWHVFRP
SOHWHO\GLVSURYHVWKH8QLIRUPLWDULDQ3ULQFLSOHZKLFKSUHGLFWHGWKDW
JUDQLWHVKDGWRIRUPE\VORZFRROLQJRYHUORQJDJHV7KDW·VZK\WKHVH
SRORQLXPKDORVVLPSO\VKRXOGQRWEHWKHUHDFFRUGLQJWRHYROXWLRQDU\
WKHRU\

6RWKHQUDGLRDFWLYLW\SURGXFHGE\WKLVSRORQLXPLVRWRSHZRXOGKDYHGH
FD\HGDZD\ORQJEHIRUHWKHPDJPDFRROHGDQGFU\VWDOOL]HGEXWLW·V
WKHUHLQWKHJUDQLWHV

2QO\ D IHZ IOHHWLQJ PRPHQWV

,·PQRWGRQH\HW<RXKDYHVWDWHGWZLFHWKDWWKHHDUWKZDVLQDPROWHQ
VWDWHDQGWKHQFRROHGFU\VWDOOL]HGDQGKDUGHQHGRYHUPLOOLRQVRI\HDUV
EXW\RXKDYHDOVRVWDWHGWKDWDFHUWDLQSRORQLXPLVRWRSHODVWVIRUKRZ
ORQJ"

LQJ P\ HYROXWLRQDU\ IRXQGDWLRQ ZLWK WKLV WLQ\ P\VWHU\

, VXSSRVH LWnV SRVVLEOH WKDW SRORQLXP FRXOG H[LVW DQRWKHU ZD\ EXW \RXnUH QRW VKDN

HUVIRXQGDEXQGDQWHYLGHQFHRIWKHSRORQLXPGHFD\EXWQRHYLGHQFHRI
WKHGHFD\RI´HDUOLHUHOHPHQWVµLQWKHXUDQLXPGHFD\FKDLQ1RHYL
GHQFHRIXUDQLXPXUDQLXPWKRULXP QRWWREHFRQIXVHG
ZLWKWKRULXP UDGLXPRUUDGRQ,QRWKHUZRUGVWKLVZDV
QRWVHFRQGDU\SRORQLXPWKDWRULJLQDWHGIURPUDGLRDFWLYLW\GHULYHGIURP
XUDQLXPEXWSULPRUGLDOSRORQLXPQRZH[WLQFWWKDWFDPHLQWRH[LVWHQFH
VRPHRWKHUZD\

When the crucified Jesus cried out “It is finished”, He was
proclaiming to the world that His saving mission had at last been
completed. This took place at the end of the sixth day (Friday).
The next day, the Sabbath, He rested in the tomb from all His
work, just as He did at the end of creation week.

Â

17. What did Jesus cry out on the cross just before He died?
John 19:30

When we by faith enter God's rest and depend entirely on Christ's
perfect and finished redemption for our salvation, we will cease
trying to add our own works of the law toward that salvation (see
Galatians 5:4). The keeping of the Sabbath as a day of rest is to
remind us that righteousness is by faith alone.

Â

16. What should we cease from when we enter God’s rest?
Hebrews 4:10

The Greek word “rest” in this text is “Sabbatismos,” a keeping of
the Sabbath. The epistle to the Hebrews was written to first
century Jews. Therefore, the phrase “the people of God” refers to
the Jewish nation. Although these Jews were keeping the seventhday Sabbath, in God's eyes this was meaningless as long as they
rejected Jesus Christ, the Lord of the Sabbath.

Â

15. According to the Book of Hebrews, what still remains for
God’s people? Hebrews 4:9

The seventh-day Sabbath (Saturday) belongs to God. It
represents His rest from a perfect and complete work of creation,
redemption, and soon to be realized restoration. Is it your desire
to keep God’s Sabbath as a confession of faith that you have
entered His rest?
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After the Fall, the Sabbath was given a redemptive significance. It
was made a covenant sign that God would step into our shoes in
the person of Christ and make us holy and blameless in Him (see
Ephesians 1:4). Therefore, all who enter God's rest, of which the
Sabbath is a sign (not as a means of salvation but as their
confession of faith in Christ), are guaranteed the salvation which
Christ has obtained for everyone at the cross (see Hebrews 10:14).

Â

19. Why did God command the Jews of the Exodus to keep His
Sabbath? Exodus 31:13

In the new earth, man will always be God-dependent. Entering
God’s rest means entering into what God has done for us.

The Sabbath was given to man before the Fall. It was a sign that
man would be God-dependent. The Sabbath still testifies to the
fact that God is our Creator. However, since the Fall, the Sabbath
has a redemptive significance (see Question 11).

Â

18. What day of the week will be kept in the earth made new?
Isaiah 66:22, 23

SW/

Just as Jesus created a perfect and finished world by the end of the
sixth day and rested on the seventh, likewise, He finished our
redemption on the sixth day (Friday) and rested in the tomb on the
Sabbath (Saturday). Thus, the Sabbath rest was restored through
the gospel and given a redemptive significance.

ing
i sh

All through the Bible, both Old and New Testaments, we find the
Sabbath belongs to God and not man, not even to the Jews. Yes, it
was made for man but it does not belong to him. That is why
Israel was instructed by God: “Surely My Sabbaths you shall
keep…” (Exodus 31:13).

Â

1. According to the moral law to whom does the Sabbath
belong? Exodus 20:10

The New Covenant does not do away with the law, as some
teach, but writes it in our hearts (see Hebrews 8:7-10). In this
study we will examine what the Bible teaches regarding the
Sabbath rest as part of the New Covenant of salvation by grace
alone in the redemption that is ours in Christ.

Unfortunately, many Christians limit this Sabbath
commandment to only the Old Covenant. However, Scripture
does not support such a view. Since the Sabbath has a
redemptive significance it is vitally linked with the New
Covenant. As we saw in our study of the two covenants, the
difference between the Old and the New Covenants is that the
former offered salvation on the basis of man's obedience to the
law, while the latter offered it based on God's promise to
redeem mankind through the obedience of Christ.

Since the Fall that divine rest which Christ offers to sinful
humanity has been linked with the Sabbath rest (see Exodus
31:13-16; Deuteronomy 5:15). That is why every feast day of
the Old Testament that pointed to the coming Messiah and His
work of redemption was designated as a day of sabbath rest.
The Sabbath was also included in the Ten Commandments as
part of the covenant God made with Israel.

The universal sin problem has inflicted mankind with guilt and
shame, causing much distress and restlessness. It is for this
reason Christ gave this invitation to the discouraged Jews of
His day: “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). This invitation is
offered today to everyone through the gospel message.

/HVVRQ²(QWHULQJ*RG·V5HVW
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Adam and Eve were created at the end of the sixth day. This
means that God's Sabbath was really their first whole day.
Therefore, while the Sabbath is God's seventh day it is mankind’s

Â

6. On which day of the week were Adam and Eve created?
Genesis 1:27, 31

Please note, Jesus did not say that the Sabbath was made for the
Jews but rather “for man,” that is, mankind. It was at creation that
the Sabbath was set aside (sanctified) for man. It was given a
universal application from the day mankind was created in Adam.

Â

5. For whom did Jesus say the Sabbath was made?
Mark 2:27

There are two reasons why God rested on the seventh day of
creation. The first was because “everything that He had made…
was very good,” that is, perfect. (Genesis 1:31). The second was
because “the heavens and the earth…were finished” (Genesis 2:1).
The Sabbath was therefore initially set aside (sanctified) as a
memorial of God’s perfect and finished work of creation.

Â

4. Why did God rest on the seventh day of creation and
sanctify it? Genesis 1:31; 2:1-3

Keeping the Sabbath holy neither saves anyone nor contributes
toward one’s salvation. This is the mistake Israel made. But it is a
sign that we have entered God's rest and are delighting in the
salvation He gives us in Christ.

Â

3. In whom are we delighting when we keep the Sabbath
holy? Isaiah 58:14

Â

2. According to the prophet Isaiah, whose holy day is the
Sabbath? Isaiah 58:13

Â

10. What was the Word made in order to save fallen mankind?
John 1:14

Jesus is the Word by whom God created all things. He was the
spokesman for the Godhead at creation. That is why He could
claim to be the Lord of the Sabbath (see Mark 2:28).

Â

9. According to the apostle John, who actually created our
world? John 1:3

When Adam and Eve sinned they turned their backs on God and
became self-dependent. That is why after the Fall God said that
they would eat bread by the sweat of their brow. At the Fall the
Sabbath covenant was broken, since our first parents were no
longer God-dependent.

Â

14. To what is this gospel rest compared? Hebrews 4:4

Entering God's rest is linked with believing the gospel. This is
because Jesus, who is Lord of the Sabbath, is also the source of our
redemption. As Adam and Eve entered God's rest at creation, so
also we must by faith enter the gospel rest obtained for us in
Christ’s perfect redemption.

Â

13. With what is God’s rest linked in the book of Hebrews?
Hebrews 4:1, 2

Unbelief is deliberately turning one’s back on God. Sad to say, in
spite of all the miraculous evidence God gave the Jews of the
Exodus, the majority of the Jews who left Egypt turned their backs
on God in unbelief. Their history is recorded as a warning to us
(see 1 Corinthians 10:11).

Â

Â

Z
\

12. Why did many of the Jews delivered
from Egypt not enter Canaan?
Hebrews 3:19

Q
D

According to 1 Corinthians 10:1-11, the Exodus is a type of
salvation from our bondage to sin. By commanding the Jews of
the Exodus to keep His Sabbath, God gave the Sabbath a
redemptive significance. This is how we must consider the
Sabbath under the New Covenant.

Â

11. Why did God command the Jews of the Exodus to keep His
Sabbath? Deuteronomy 5:15

At the Incarnation Jesus, the one who created this world, became
one of us in order to be the Savior of mankind. By His perfect life
and sacrificial death He redeemed the human race and restored the
Sabbath rest.

8. How was Adam to make a living after he sinned?
Genesis 3:19

:
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God created man to have dominion over all of creation even
though our first parents did not contribute to it. The Sabbath was
therefore to be a covenant sign that man was always to be Goddependent. When we live independently of God, we are breaking
the Sabbath covenant.

Â

7. What did God give mankind after He created us in Adam?
Genesis 1:28

first day. Consequently, when we look at the Sabbath from God's
point of view, He worked for six days and rested on the seventh.
But when we consider the Sabbath from man's point of view, we
begin by resting on God's Sabbath and then work the other six
days. This order becomes significant when we consider the
Sabbath in the light of redemption.

As Christians, all that we have and all that we are belong to God.
He has made us His stewards on earth, entrusting us with time,
abilities, and possessions. Is it your purpose to be a faithful
steward?

See Introduction for additional acknowledgments.
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To say good-bye to your faith in Christ is to say good-bye to your
salvation in Christ (see Hebrews 10:35-39). Faithfulness in
stewardship is outward evidence that we are walking by faith
alone. Here is what Christ will say to all faithful stewards: “Well
done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few
things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy
of your lord” (Matthew 25:21). May this be true of you in all
things.

Â

el

Because the love of money is the great temptation we all face,
Satan takes advantage of this to destroy our confidence in Christ.

Â

21. What is the greatest battle we Christians face in this world?
1 Timothy 6:12

Â

Â

Â

Â

Â

Â

20. What six things did Paul advise Timothy to pursue to avoid
greed? 1 Timothy 6:11

This poor widow gave what she really needed for survival. In
giving all to the cause of God she was manifesting complete faith
in God's promise to take care of her. This is true stewardship.

Â

19. How much did Jesus say the poor widow gave to God’s
cause? Mark 12:41-44

The idea that all we possess belongs to God is not easy for our
sinful natures to accept. It is only as we experience the full power
of the gospel that we can manifest the self-emptying love of God
as the early Christians did.

Â

18. What attitude did the first believers have regarding their
possessions? Acts 4:32

22. What warning does the writer of Hebrews give to his
readers? Hebrews 3:12

Unquestioning faith in God is therefore the tough battle we must
all fight. Faithfulness in stewardship helps us tremendously to
fight this good fight of faith.

SW/

As Christians we must consider everything we are and have as
God's – our bodies, our money, our time, and all our God-given
abilities. As faithful stewards we join Paul in declaring, “For me
to live is Christ” (Philippians 1:21).

ing
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Â

3. But who claimed this dominion when Jesus was on this
earth? Luke 4:5, 6

Â

2. Who did God create to have dominion over this entire
earth? Genesis 1:26

Â

1. To whom does this earth and all that it contains belong?
Psalm 24:1

True Christian stewardship is a privilege given to us by God for
nurture in love and the victory over selfishness and
covetousness. As ambassadors of Christ, we represent Him
here on earth by our faithful stewardship of the gospel
commission. This is what this study on Christian stewardship
is all about.

Therefore, as Christians we are God's stewards, entrusted by
Him with time and opportunities, abilities and possessions, and
the blessings of the earth and its resources. We acknowledge
God's ownership of all that we are and have by faithful service
to Him and our fellowmen, and by returning tithes and giving
offerings for the proclamation of His gospel and the support
and growth of His church, the body of Christ.

When we by faith accept Christ as our personal Savior we not
only pass from death to life, or from condemnation to
justification, but we also change our spiritual citizenship from
this doomed world under Satan and become citizens of heaven,
the kingdom of God.

Scripture tells us that all who do not belong to God through
faith in Christ are “under the sway of the wicked one” (i.e.,
Satan – see 1 John 5:19). It is for this reason that Jesus referred
to Satan as the “prince of this world” on more than one
occasion (see John 12:31, 14:30, 16:11).

/HVVRQ²&KULVWLDQ6WHZDUGVKLS
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Money is the ingredient that runs this world. As citizens of heaven
but still living in the world, it is not a sin to possess money or even
be rich. However, we must avoid making money our god. Like
the apostle Paul we must learn to be content in whatever condition
we find ourselves (read Philippians 4:11-13).

Â

Â

Human existence can be divided into four basic areas, each a gift
from God. He gave us a body that is capable of doing things, plus
abilities, time, and material possessions. As faithful stewards we
should serve God in all four areas.

12. What is the “root of all kinds of evil,” that we must avoid as
faithful stewards? 1 Timothy 6:10

As God's faithful stewards we are to avoid any controversy that
creates doubts about God or what He has revealed in His Word.
By faith we believe the Bible even though it may disagree with our
rationale or the opinions of science.

Â

11. What are we to avoid as God's faithful stewards?
1 Timothy 6:20

Â

10. To whom are we to minister the gifts God has given us?
1 Peter 4:10

As God's stewards we are ambassadors for Christ, and our main
responsibility is to witness His saving grace to our fellowman.
This means sharing with others the good news of the gospel (see
2 Corinthians 5:18, 19).

Â

9. As Christ’s ambassadors what is our main
responsibility? 2 Corinthians 5:20

Â

17. Since we Christians belong to God, how should we live?
Romans 14:8

To “occupy” or “do business” means to put our talents to work for
the Lord. This is what God expects from faithful stewards.

Â

16. As stewards what should we be doing with our God-given
talents? Luke 19:13

Please read Matthew 6:25-34. Here Jesus is teaching His followers that when we become Christians we must place ourselves entirely in the hands of God for our support. This does not mean we
must not work for our living but that our ultimate confidence for
survival is in God who is able to supply all our needs.

Â

15. On whom must we Christians totally depend for our every
need? Matthew 6:33

Money (riches or wealth) is the god of this world. Therefore, one
cannot make money one’s god and at the same time be loyal to
Christ. Being a Christian means we become totally Goddependent and make Him our first priority.

Â

14. Who are the two masters we cannot serve at the same time?
Matthew 6:24

The tithe is a tenth of all that we earn, and offerings are what we
give voluntarily for the cause of God. Failure in these matters is
evidence of weak faith. When the Jews failed to pay tithes and
offerings, this omission was an indication that they had turned
their backs on God (read Malachi 3:6, 7).

Â

Â

A steward is a person entrusted with managing the estate of
another. Christian stewardship means being responsible for
everything entrusted to the believer by God – life, physical being,
time, talents, and possessions.

13. What are we guilty of when we are not faithful in tithes and
offerings? Malachi 3:8

8. What does God require of believers as His stewards?
1 Corinthians 4:2

7. How are Christians to acknowledge God's ownership?
1 Corinthians 10:31

At the cross Christ reclaimed the human race as His own, that
dominion which Adam had surrendered to Satan at the Fall. As
Christians we acknowledge this fact and demonstrate it by our total
service to God.

Â

6. Why should Christians glorify God in body and spirit?
1 Corinthians 6:20

The word “Now” is referring to the cross (see John 12:32, 33). At
the cross Christ laid down His life in death and paid the infinite
price for our sins. Therefore, mankind legally belongs to Christ
and when we by faith accept Him as our Savior we also recognize
Him as our Lord and Master.

Â

5. What happened to Satan as a result of Christ’s death on the
cross? John 12:31

The word “blood” in the Bible represents life, and shed blood is
life laid down in death (see Leviticus 17:11). This is the infinite
price Christ paid to redeem us.

Â

4. What did it cost Christ to redeem the human race from
Satan’s hands? 1 Peter 1:18, 19

In the beginning God created mankind to have dominion of this
world. But when Adam and Eve sinned, Satan usurped this
dominion and became the prince of this world. Therefore, apart
from the redeeming grace of Christ, humanity is a slave to Satan.
This is mankind's predicament.

Jesus promised to take His followers to heaven at His Second
Coming, not at the time of death. This is the blessed hope (see
Titus 2:11-13).

Â

21. When did Jesus promise His disciples He would take them
to heaven? John 14:3

There were some in Corinth who did not believe in the resurrection
(see 1 Corinthians 15:12). But Paul makes it very clear, in
1 Corinthians 15:13-19, that if we deny the resurrection of
believers, we have to deny the resurrection of Christ. According to
this passage, the hope of believers is not going to heaven at death
but going at the resurrection which will take place at the Second
Coming of Christ (see 1 Corinthians 15:51-54).

Â

20. When will the resurrection of believers take place?
1 Corinthians 15:23

Â

19. How does Paul describe the resurrection of Christ?
1 Corinthians 15:20

Â

18. What is implied when a person denies the hope of the
resurrection? 1 Corinthians 15:16

Just as Jesus died, was buried, and rose again, so also will be the
experience of all who have died in Christ. That is why as
Christians we do not mourn over our dead, as unbelievers do who
have no hope of the resurrection.

Â

17. What hope does the Bible give to those who have died in
Christ? 1 Thessalonians 4:13, 14

According to Scripture, only God has immortality. But through
the cross, He offers immortality to mankind. Believers will
experience this gift at the Second Coming of Christ. Do you
believe this?
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Those who have rejected the gift of salvation in Christ have
refused to have their names recorded in the Book of Life.
Consequently, they will have to join Satan and his angels in the
lake of fire that will completely destroy the wicked (see Matthew
25:41-46). May this never become true of you.

Â

23. Who will experience the second death?
Revelation 20:14, 15

The Bible speaks of two resurrections, just as it does of two deaths.
The first death is referred to as a sleep because it will be followed
by a resurrection. The second death is the wages of sin, good-bye
to life forever. This death the believers, who will rise first, will not
experience (see John 5:28, 29).

Â

22. On whom does the second death have no power?
Revelation 20:6

SW/

The blessed hope of a Christian is not realized at death but at the
resurrection. Eternal life will only be experienced at the Second
Coming of Christ.

ing
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The Hebrew word for “soul” (KJV) or “being” (NKJV) in this
verse is nephesh. The primary meaning of the word nephesh is
“the life principle.” That is why this same word is used to define
the life of man as well as of animals. For example, in Genesis 1:24
nephesh is translated “creature” to refer to animals. And nephesh
is translated as “life,” “lives” (“lifeblood” – NKJV) and again
“life” in Genesis 9:4, 5.

Â

1. What did man become after God breathed into him the
breath of life? Genesis 2:7

What then does the Bible teach about the soul and the state of
man in death? Further, if man does not have an immortal soul
where does one go after death? This lesson will answer these
important questions.

This eternal or everlasting life is God's supreme gift to
mankind. Many pagan religions and especially Greek
mythology teach that the soul of man is immortal.
Unfortunately, this idea of an immortal soul was borrowed from
the Greeks by the early Church Fathers and made a part of
Christianity. However, it may surprise you that nowhere in the
Bible is this idea found.

The common belief is that the soul of the righteous goes to
enjoy the bliss of heaven while that of the wicked goes to hell
to burn forever. But is this what the Bible teaches? According
to the most favorite text of Scripture, “God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish (die) but have everlasting life” (John
3:16).

One of the questions that is uppermost in the minds of many is
“What happens when one dies?” This is especially true if we
have lost a loved one. Death is the “grim reaper,” and as such
everyone of us has to face it. According to the Bible, all
members of humanity are born slaves to the fear of death (see
Hebrews 2:15). One main reason for this is that we do not
know what our destiny is or what happens to us when we die.
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Â

Â

6. What two things did Christ accomplish in His death and
resurrection? 2 Timothy 1:10

The “Who” is referring to Christ, the Son of God. Only God has
natural immortality. But because God “so loved the world,” He
offers mankind the gift of immortality through His Son Jesus
Christ.

Â

5. Who only has natural immortality? 1 Timothy 6:12-16

Please notice that “the wages of sin” is the opposite of “the gift of
God.” The former is good-bye to life forever while the latter is
eternal life.

Â

Â

4. What is (1) the wages of sin, and (2) God’s gift to mankind
in Christ? Romans 6:23

The idea that sin does not deprive us of life came from Satan, the
enemy of souls. That was his first lie, which he has perpetuated
since the Fall.

Â

3. Where did the idea of an immortal life or soul first come
from? Genesis 3:4

Here is a clear statement of Scripture, that if a soul sins, it will die.
By the word “soul,” the Bible means the total person. Then, the
wages of sin is death or good-bye to life of the total person.

Â

11. What happens to the soul that sins? Ezekiel 18:20

Today Sodom and Gomorrah lie in ashes. The destruction of these
two wicked cites by eternal fire has been recorded as a warning to
mankind that all who turn their backs on God’s gift of life in Christ
will experience the same fate.

Â

10. What example does Scripture give of this eternal or
everlasting fire? Jude 7

According to the clear teachings of the Bible, the word
“everlasting fire” does not mean that the fire itself is everlasting
but rather its effect is eternal. This fire is prepared only for the
devil and his angels. By rejecting the gift of life in Christ, the lost
have chosen to be eternally destroyed with Satan and his angels.

Â

9. For whom did God prepare the everlasting fire?
Matthew 25:41

When we by faith receive Jesus Christ as our personal Savior, the
gift of eternal life becomes ours. Apart from Christ, the only life
we have is the mortal life we inherited from Adam. Because of
sin, this life is condemned to eternal death.

Â

8. In whom only does a believer have eternal life?
1 John 5:11, 12

Â

Â

The word “die” means to say good-bye to life. The life or soul that
God created in Adam was not naturally, but conditionally,
immortal. As long as our first parents obeyed God, they were
given the privilege to live forever. But the moment they sinned,
their life came under the sentence of death.

7. What happens when we believe in God’s Son, Jesus Christ?
John 5:24

2. What warning did God give Adam about eating of the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil? Genesis 2:17

Â

16. What claim did Jesus make to Martha, the sister
of Lazarus? John 11:25

Jesus described the death of Lazarus as a sleep. The Bible
describes this as the first death since everyone experiences this
death. It is only at the Second Advent of Christ that believers will
experience the joy of eternal life.

Â

15. How did Christ describe the death of Lazarus to His
disciples? John 11:11-14

It is only at the Second Coming of Christ that believers will
experience immortality as a tangible reality. This is the blessed
hope of all believers.

Â

14. When will the believers experience immortality?
1 Corinthians 15:51-53

The death James is talking about is the eternal death that is the
wages of sin. Again, the only hope of eternal life for anyone to
experience is through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. Apart from
Him we must all face eternal death.

Â

13. What is accomplished when a person’s faith in Christ is
restored? James 5:19, 20

In death all our thoughts and feelings end. The Bible is absolutely
clear that a dead person is totally unconscious and is incapable of
communicating with the living. Any other manifestation is from
the devil.

Â

12. When a person dies, is he or she conscious of anything?
Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6

As we approach the end of the world, false
christs and false prophets will appear and
seek to deceive even the maturest believer.
That is why we must be grounded in the
Word of God and be on our guard.

Â

18. With what must all messages we hear and read agree?
Isaiah 8:20

Â

17. What did Jesus say that false christs and false prophets of
the last days would do? Matthew 24:24

Since human nature is sinful, some early Greek Christians
(the Gnostics) denied the real humanity of Christ (who was
born of a woman, born under the law - Galatians 4:4). The
apostle John identified such persons as being antichrist (see 1 John
4:3). In the same way, anyone whose message contradicts the
clear teachings of Scripture must be rejected as a false prophet.

Â

16. What counsel does the apostle John give regarding false
prophets? 1 John 4:2, 3

As aforementioned, the message given by those who claim to have
the prophetic gift must be tested by the Word of God and the truth
as it is in Christ. This is especially true for us who are living in
these last days when Satan will use many deceptive ways to sidetrack God’s people from the gospel truth.

Â

15. What warning does John give regarding the prophetic gift?
1 John 4:1

The Holy Spirit has endowed every believer with one or more
spiritual gifts. These gifts are for the benefit of the whole
church. Is it your sincere desire to use your gift(s) for the glory
of Christ?
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One way you can distinguish true prophets from false ones is to
ask and answer the following four questions:
1)
Do their teachings agree with Scripture?
2)
Do all their predictions come true?
3)
Do their messages point to Christ rather than to themselves?
4)
Do their life-styles agree with their message?

Â

20. Who is behind the teachings of all true prophecy?
2 Peter 1:21

Since God alone knows the future, the predictions of a true prophet
will always come to pass. When some of the predictions of a
prophet do not come to pass, we know he or she is not a true
prophet (see also Deuteronomy 18:21, 22).

Â

19. How are we to know which prophetic predictions are from
the Lord? Jeremiah 28:9

SW/

The prophetic gift is important and must not be despised by the
church. However, the Bible warns us of false prophets and therefore the apostle Paul cautions believers to test the gift before accepting it (see 1 Thessalonians 5:21). The measuring stick for all
truth is the Bible alone. All other “truths” must be verified by the
words of Scripture.
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Since the church is to represent Christ on earth, one of the first
things Jesus bestowed on the believers after He returned to heaven
was gifts of grace known as spiritual gifts.

Â

1. When Christ ascended to heaven, what did He bestow upon
the church? Ephesians 4:7, 8

When it comes to spiritual gifts, no one is excluded. However,
these gifts must not be equated with the natural talents, with
which we are born, even though these natural gifts are used by
the Holy Spirit. Rather, spiritual gifts derive from divine grace
that is bestowed upon believers so that the church may grow up
into Christ and witness the power of the gospel.

These spiritual gifts may be divided into two categories. The
first category of gifts such as apostles, prophecy, pastors, and
teachers are for the edification or building up of the church as a
whole. The second category of gifts such as miracles, healing,
and tongues are supernatural signs and wonders to witness the
power of the gospel (see Acts 4:33; 5:12).

The spiritual gift or gifts each of us receives play a very
important part in the life and mission of the church. It is only
as each believer makes use of these gifts that the church can
fully function as the body of Christ, just as the various parts of
our physical body are essential to our human existence. That is
why we must take these gifts seriously if the church is not to be
handicapped.

In Lesson 8, we discovered that the immediate outcome of
being justified by faith is the new birth experience. When the
Holy Spirit comes to dwell in a believer, He also bestows upon
that believer one or more spiritual gifts. These gifts correspond
to the function the Holy Spirit has chosen for the believer in the
body of Christ, the church. In this study, we will discover that
the purpose of these gifts is not for the benefit of the individual
believer but of the church as a whole.
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Â

6. As Christians what is our relationship to each other?
Romans 12:5

Like the human body, the church is also made up of many members but constitutes one body, the body of Christ (see 1 Corinthians
12:13, 27). That is why the greatest evidence the church can give
to the world of the power of the gospel is the model of a
church acting as a single body, perfectly united in love
(see John 13:34, 35).

Â

5. In describing spiritual gifts, with what does Paul compare
the church? 1 Corinthians 12:12

It is neither the believer nor the church that determines which gift
or gifts each believer is to receive. That work is the prerogative of
the Holy Spirit. These gifts are supernatural abilities and may
have nothing to do with our natural talents.

Â

4. Who decides what gift or gifts an individual believer is to
receive? 1 Corinthians 12:11

It is important that every believer understands the purpose of
spiritual gifts. They are not for the believer’s personal benefit but
for the common good of the church. When used appropriately,
these gifts produce a healthy church.

Â

3. For whose benefit are these gifts bestowed on individual
believers? 1 Corinthians 12:7

The mission of the Holy Spirit in the church is to reproduce the life
of Christ in each believer. In order to do this, He bestows on all
believers gifts or divine abilities so that each believer functions as
part of the body of Christ.

Â

2. Who is the source of these spiritual gifts?
1 Corinthians 12:4

While the first three gifts are important for the spiritual growth of
the church, the other five gifts are important for the mission of the
church.

Â

Â

Â

Â

Â

9. Apart from the above three, what other gifts does Paul
mention? 1 Corinthians 12:28

Of the three most important gifts, the gift of being an apostle was
originally bestowed upon the 11 disciples of Christ plus Paul.
These men were chosen by God to lay the foundation of the church
by establishing the truth as it is in Christ (see Ephesians 2:19, 20).
However, since the word “apostle” means “sent one,” it could be
applied to missionaries – those who are gifted in mission service.

Â

Â

Â

8. According to Paul what are the three most important gifts
of the Spirit? 1 Corinthians 12:28

Just as the human body needs each of its members to do its part, so
every member of Christ's church is to use his or her gifts. Failure
to do so is what paralyzes the witness of the church.

Â

7. As to the gift(s) of the Spirit, what is the believer’s
responsibility? Romans 12:6-8

Only the gospel of Christ can unite believers of various cultures
and backgrounds into one united body. Such a witness is the most
powerful evidence to the world that the gospel is the power of God
to save us from our self-centeredness and unite men and women in
love.

Â

14. What counsel does Paul give the church regarding
prophecy? 1 Thessalonians 5:20

The purpose of the gift of tongues is not for the benefit of the
believers themselves, as some use it today, but rather to give
evidence to the unbelievers that the believer who manifests this
gift is controlled by a supernatural power. The prophetic gift is for
the benefit of the church, to edify and exhort believers in their
Christian walk (see 1 Corinthians 14:3).

Â (Prophecy):

Â (Tongues):

13. To whose benefit are these two spiritual gifts directed?
1 Corinthians 14:22

Today much emphasis is given to the gift of tongues with very
little mention of the gift of prophecy. Yet Paul places great
importance on the gift of prophecy because it is this gift that builds
up the church of Christ (see 1 Corinthians 14:3).

Â

12. Why is the prophetic gift important to the church?
1 Corinthians 14:4

All the gifts of the Holy Spirit are to continue as long as time lasts,
until the church fully reflects Jesus Christ.

Â

11. How long are the gifts of the Holy Spirit to continue in the
church? Ephesians 4:13

The purposes of the gifts of the Holy Spirit are twofold. The first
is to build up the church in Christ. The second is to equip the
church for service and to witness the gospel to the world.

Â

10. What are the purposes of the various gifts of the Holy
Spirit? Ephesians 4:11, 12

The way we dress must reveal the inner beauty of a Christian so
that we attract people to Christ and not ourselves. In regard to the
way we dress, our priority must be the inward beauty rather than
outward adornment.

Â

17. When it comes to the way we dress, what counsel does
Peter give? 1 Peter 3:3, 4

Appetite is one of the great weapons Satan uses. He used food to
bring about the fall of our first parents. Likewise, it was through
tempting Christ to turn stones into bread that Satan tried to cause
His downfall. In the same way, Satan uses our appetites to cause
us as Christians to stumble. Smoking, drugs, alcohol, and
overindulgence in eating are some of the methods he uses to
destroy the faith of believers and thus pull us out of Christ.

Â

16. What warning does the wise man give regarding appetite?
Proverbs 23:1-3

Just as the car manufacturers instruct us on the best oils
and gas to be used in our cars, so God, our Creator,
instructed our first parents as to the best foods to eat –
nuts, fruits, grains and vegetables. Today, medical science has
confirmed that this is the most healthful diet for human beings. It
is in our best interest that we follow it.

Â

15. What was the original diet God gave
mankind? Genesis 1:29

When we experience the new birth we become the temple of
God, and we must treat our bodies as such. In view of this, is it
your purpose that whatever you do or eat, you do it all to the
glory of God?
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Â

21. Is it your desire to care for your body as the temple of the
Holy Spirit, and do you wish to represent the Savior in your
appearance?

When we are tempted to indulge in harmful kinds of food and
drink and to wear the wrong kinds of clothes we need to remind
ourselves that we are the temple of God and we are not our own.
Therefore, “...glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which
are God's” (1 Corinthians 6:20). This is true Christian living.

Â

20. Of what must Christians constantly remind themselves?
1 Corinthians 6:19

Â

19. Why does the Bible advise believers to avoid alcoholic
drinks? Proverbs 23:31, 32

In this world, people often
dress. We must do nothing
that will in any way be an
offense to the cause of God. This principle applies to members of
both genders.

SW/

The New Covenant does not do away with the laws of God but
puts them into our hearts. Under the Old Covenant the laws of
God were a series of rules, do's and don'ts. Under the New
Covenant, the same laws become the inner desires of the converted
mind (Romans 7:22). This is how God writes His laws in our
hearts and minds. This is the transforming grace of the gospel.

Â

Â
jud
e g us by the way we live and

18. According to Paul's counsel, how should women dress?
1 Timothy 2:9

14. How does God fulfill the above transformation?
Hebrews 8:10

ing
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While believers are not under a theocracy in the New
Testament, these health principles as well as the dress
guidelines are just as valid today as they were in ancient times.
In this study we will consider some of the basic health and
dress principles recorded in His Word as the fruits of salvation
in Christ.

Based on these twofold reasons, the Bible gives counsel on
healthful living as well as on how we should dress. When
Israel was a theocracy (totally under God's rulership) God gave
them all kinds of guidelines, not as requirements for salvation
but for their own good and as His witnesses. Among these
guidelines were many health and dress principles.

Secondly, as Christians we are ambassadors of Christ, called to
witness Him to the world (see 2 Corinthians 5:20). In order
that we may fully represent Him, we must not only take care of
our bodies so that we may be fit vessels for God’s use, but also
represent Him in the way we dress and in our lifestyle.

The reason why Christians must take care of their bodies is
twofold. In the first place, when believers experience the new
birth and are indwelt by the Holy Spirit, they become the
temple of God (see 1 Corinthians 3:16). Therefore, as
Christians we are to treat our bodies as the house of God. As
the apostle Paul wrote to the believers in Corinth, whatever we
do must be done to the glory of God (see 1 Corinthians 10:31).

While we will not experience total salvation from the effects of
sin until the Second Coming of Christ, in this study we will
consider what the Bible has to say about our bodies and how we
should take care of them while we wait for His return. This,
too, is part of Christian living, the fruits of the gospel.

The original sin of Adam affected mankind in three ways –
spiritually, morally, and physically. When Christ came to be
the Savior of the world, He came to redeem humanity from
these threefold effects of sin. Therefore, when we by faith
receive Christ as our Redeemer we also receive Him as Lord
and Master and are to surrender ourselves to His transforming
grace in all these three areas.
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Â

5. What promise did God make to the Jews if they obeyed
Him? Exodus 15:26

Â

10. What is another reason why we should eat and drink
correctly? Romans 14:21

Only as we surrender our wills to the control of the Spirit can we
gain victory over the flesh. This is what it means to “walk in the
Spirit.” To do this we must constantly keep our minds focused on
spiritual things (see Romans 8:4-6).

Â

Â

God is not only concerned about our spiritual well-being, but also
our health. A healthy body means a healthy mind. This in turn
means we are better able to discern spiritual things. Since there is
a close relation between spirit, soul, and body, what affects one
affects the other.

9. How are we to gain victory over the sinful desires of the
flesh? Galatians 5:16

The battlefield in the Christian life is the mind. On the one hand,
the converted mind – what Paul refers to as the new or inner man
(see Ephesians 4:22-24) – wants to do the will of God. On the
other hand, the mind of the flesh, our sinful nature, wants to do the
very opposite (see Romans 7:25).

Â

8. What must we do daily to experience the transforming
power of the gospel? Romans 12:2

Â

7. As Christians, what kind of sacrifice does God want from
us? Romans 12:1

Although the ancient Jews made the mistake of turning all the
health rules and regulations God gave them into legalistic
requirements for salvation, they still experienced physical and
mental blessings from obeying them.

Â

6. What blessings would Israel experience by their obedience
to God? Deuteronomy 7:14

All the health instructions that God gave the Jews of the Exodus
were for their own good and not a requirement for salvation. As
His children, God wants us Christians to experience the same
blessings.

4. Besides our souls, in what does God want us to prosper?
3 John 2

Since Jesus redeemed us by His precious blood (see 1 Peter 1:18,
19), we belong to Him – spirit, soul, and body. Out of a heartfelt
appreciation for His redeeming grace, all our actions are motivated
by this love relationship.

Â

3. As Christians, whom do we belong to and live for?
Romans 14:8

Before our conversion we ate, drank, and dressed as we pleased,
often abusing our bodies. But now that we belong to Christ and
have become the temple of the Holy Spirit, God wants us to do
everything to His glory.

Â

2. How does this total redemption affect our Christian living?
1 Corinthians 10:31

Since sin has affected the total person, God also plans to rescue the
total person – spirit, soul, and body – from the sin problem. This
is part and parcel of His saving plan through the gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

Â

1. How much of the believer does God want to sanctify?
1 Thessalonians 5:23

The temple of God is simply the place where He dwells.
• In the Old Testament, God dwelt with His people in the Sanctuary
(see Exodus 25:8);
• When Jesus was on the Earth, He became Immanuel, which
means “God with us” (Matthew 1:23). He referred to His body as
a temple (see John 2:19-21); and
• When we are indwelt with the Holy Spirit, we become the temple
of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 3:16). It is in this way that we
partake of the divine nature (2 Peter 1:4).
The dynamics of the temple of God in its various forms is discussed in
the Lesson 20 Supplement.

1

The whole purpose of the Christian life is to glorify our Savior.
This is how Paul expressed it: “For me to live is
Christ” (Philippians 1:21). The only way this can be done is to let
the life of Christ shine through us. This is what sanctification is all
about. That which motivates such behavior is not the fear of
punishment, nor the desire for reward, but the love of God that
compels us.

Â

13. As God’s temples, what does He want to do in and through
us? 2 Corinthians 6:16

As temples of God, we are to keep ourselves holy. The reason for
this will be answered in the next question.

Â

12. As God’s temples, why are we not to defile ourselves?
1 Corinthians 3:17

The new birth experience makes believers into temples1 of God.
We must ever keep this in mind during our Christian walk.

Â

11. As Christians, what are we to God? 1 Corinthians 3:16

To be a true Christian means we are dead to self and alive unto the
Lord (see Romans 6:10, 11). This affects every phase of our
Christian living so that the two guiding principles that motivate all
our actions are: (1) I do nothing that affects my relationship to
God, and (2) I do nothing that offends or weakens the faith of a
fellow believer (see 1 Corinthians 10:31-33).

To begin, an aerial diagram of the sanctuary is provided to
illustrate the key elements of the sanctuary and its surrounding
courtyard. It has been carefully drawn to scale, as the location
of certain items is important in establishing the meaning of the
symbols. The criss-crossing lines have been superimposed for
illustrative purposes only. You’ll see why briefly…
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It is true that we ought not to get caught up with ancient articles
of furniture, clothing, or ceremonial services. If this study is to
be productive, it will only be as we gain insight as to how each
important aspect of the earthly sanctuary is fulfilled in Jesus
Christ. That said, let’s proceed with open minds and a
penchant for receiving Biblical gems that illuminate the plan of
salvation through the sanctuary model.

Many believe that there is no longer any value in studying
God’s miniature model plan of salvation, the sanctuary. After
all, Christ has come to fulfill the ceremonies associated with the
sanctuary, so why should we study about shadows, or figures,
when we can look at the “real thing”?

Rightly understood, the ceremonial services of the sanctuary
were to prepare God’s children to receive their Deliverer, the
Messiah. Unfortunately, the symbols and services, in and of
themselves, became intrinsically significant to most of the
Jews. The truth of the sanctuary was largely forgotten, and
when Jesus came to earth as the reality of the sanctuary, His
saving mission was either misunderstood or rejected.

The Old Testament sanctuary was God’s creative way of
communicating the gospel to the Hebrews of the Exodus
(Hebrews 4:2). God gave Moses a pattern (Exodus 25:9) for
building the sanctuary, and He prescribed ceremonial services
that Levitical priests would perform. Everything associated
with the sanctuary, from its furniture to its ceremonial services,
was given to illustrate God’s plan of salvation from beginning
to end.

:DONLQJ7KURXJKWKH6DQFWXDU\

/HVVRQ6XSSOHPHQW





Court



W
S

N
E

realized in the humanity of Jesus Christ; and

applied in the lives of believers.
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This represents a very high level explanation of the sanctuary in
type, antitype, and subjective application. We now turn to
significant aspects of the sanctuary, relating key articles of
furniture and services to their fulfillment in Christ and in the
2

Finally, believers subjectively become temples of the Holy Spirit
upon receiving Jesus as their Savior personally (1 Corinthians 3:16,
6:19). As God’s temple, it is our privilege to witness the gospel, or
live the life of Christ, through the indwelling Holy Spirit (Galatians
2:20).

Jesus Christ, in His humanity, is the true temple of God (not
discounting the fact that there is a heavenly sanctuary). In Christ,
God dwelt among us (Matthew 1:23; John 1:1, 14); revealed
Himself to us (John 14:9); meets us today (1 Timothy 2:5; Hebrews
10:19, 20); and accepts us (Ephesians 1:6). Jesus affirmed this in
referring to His body (or humanity) as the temple (John 2:19-21).

The earthly temple was the most important place to the literal
children of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The temple was where God
dwelt among sinners (Exodus 25:8); met them through a human
priest (Exodus 25:22); revealed Himself to them (Exodus 29:46);
and accepted them (Leviticus 1:4).
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New Testament quotes of Jesus are not shown in red, but in the
color of their respective applications. General explanations are
provided in black.

in type (i.e., via the sanctuary model – Hebrews 4:2);

y

The following color coding distinguishes between the gospel:
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Â

1. Why did God instruct Moses to build a sanctuary?
Exodus 25:8

Since the sanctuary model reveals the full plan of salvation,
from beginning to end, its study becomes meaningful especially
to us Christians. Through the sanctuary doctrine, we get a clear
picture of the whole plan of salvation. Welcome, therefore, to
an introduction to the sanctuary message. After the study, you
are invited to “walk through the sanctuary” in this lesson’s
supplement.

God's primary purpose in giving the sanctuary model was to
reveal Jesus Christ and His saving grace through symbols.
Everything about the sanctuary – its buildings, its furniture, as
well as its rituals – points to Christ’s earthly mission as the
Savior of mankind and His heavenly ministry as the great High
Priest of all believers.

When examining the New Testament we find that much of the
truth it presents about Christ’s redeeming work is expressed in
sanctuary language. The reason for this is obvious, because the
sanctuary is God’s visual aid of the total plan of redemption.
Through it, God reveals to mankind the various stages of our
redemption in Christ – His earthly mission as well as His
heavenly ministry. The sanctuary may therefore be described
as God’s Show and Tell.

After the death of the apostles, the leadership of the church fell
into the hands of Gentile believers, commonly referred to as the
“Church Fathers.” These men felt that the sanctuary truth
belonged to the Jewish nation and had no relevance to New
Testament Christianity. Therefore, the sanctuary doctrine
became somewhat obsolete, that is, until the mid-nineteenth
century when it was reintroduced to the Christian church.

During the Exodus of the Jews from Egypt to Canaan, God
gave Israel instructions to build a visual aid of the plan of
salvation called the sanctuary. This sanctuary model was God’s
master plan of redemption, demonstrating from beginning to
end the total plan of salvation for the human race in Christ.

/HVVRQ²7KH6DQFWXDU\

6DYLRURIWKH%LEOH&RXUVH

Â

6. What replaced the sacrificial system of the sanctuary?
Hebrews 10:5

Like the Jews, the disciples of Christ had also failed to see the true
meaning of the temple, God’s visual aid of the plan of salvation in
Christ. It was only after His resurrection that they saw the light.

Â

5. When did Jesus’ disciples discover the true meaning of the
temple? John 2:22

Â

4. What did Jesus mean when He made the above statement?
John 2:20, 21

The temple of which
Jesus spoke was the
permanent structure that
had replaced the
wilderness sanctuary of
the Exodus.

Â

3. What statement did Jesus make to the Jews of His day?
John 2:19

Christ is the reality of the sanctuary message. Everything about
the sanctuary pointed to Christ and salvation through Him. That is
why David declared, “Your way (of salvation), O God, is in the
sanctuary” (Psalm 77:13).

Â

2. Who fulfilled the plan of salvation revealed by
the sanctuary model? John 1:14

Sin had separated a holy God from sinful man (Isaiah 59:2). What
God was revealing through the sanctuary was the plan of
redemption that would bridge that gulf, reconciling God and
mankind once again.

In the holy place of the earthly sanctuary, the two main pieces of
furniture were the seven-branch lampstand (candlestick – KJV)
and the table of showbread. The lampstand pointed to Christ as
the light of the world, while the table of showbread pointed to
Christ as the living bread of life.

Â

11. How did Christ describe Himself in this text? John 6:51

Â

10. What sanctuary symbolism did Christ use to describe His
mission? John 8:12

Â

9. What sanctuary symbol did John use to point to Christ as
the Messiah? John 1:29

The sanctuary and its services were never given by God to be the
means of salvation but pointed to Christ as the One who would
save mankind. Therefore, Christ replaced the first system with the
second. While we no longer practice the rituals of the sanctuary
today, the sanctuary model continues to point us to the consummation, the ultimate end of God's plan of salvation in Christ.

Â

8. What did the coming of Christ and His earthly mission
replace? Hebrews 10:9

It was through the human body of Christ that the world was to be
redeemed. This was the will of God (see John 3:17). Through His
humanity, which represented mankind, Christ obtained salvation
full and complete for the entire human race. It is for this reason
that the humanity of Christ is everything to us.

Â

7. Why did God prepare a body for Christ? Hebrews 10:7

The whole purpose of the sacrificial system of the sanctuary was to
point to Christ crucified. The sacrifice of animals had no saving
merit of itself. Thus, God had no pleasure in these rituals
(Hebrews 10:6).

In His earthly mission, represented by the eastern square of the
sanctuary courtyard, Christ obtained salvation full and complete
for the entire human race. The western square reveals Christ's
priestly ministry in the heavenly sanctuary. Thus, through the
sanctuary and its services God has revealed the whole plan of
redemption. The supplement to this lesson discusses this in further
detail.

Â

15. To what extent can Christ save those who put their full trust
in Him? Hebrews 7:25

Even though as Christians we stand justified by faith in Christ, we
are still sinners in ourselves and Satan accuses us before God day
and night (see Revelation 12:10). As our great High Priest in the
heavenly sanctuary, Christ is continually interceding for us.

Â

14. Since His resurrection, what is Christ doing in the heavenly
sanctuary? Romans 8:34

The sanctuary pointed to Christ as fulfilling all the demands of the
law on behalf of fallen humanity. Therefore, all who receive Him
as their personal Savior are looked upon by God as meeting all the
requirements of the law for righteousness. This is what bridges the
gulf between a holy God and sinful man.

Â

13. Of what is Christ the end to all who believe in Him?
Romans 10:4

The word “propitiation” (NKJV) or the phrase “sacrifice of
atonement” (NIV) is translated from the same word used in the
Greek Old Testament (the Septuagint, or LXX) for the mercy seat
that rested on the top of the Ark of the Covenant in the Most Holy
Place of the sanctuary. This mercy seat, which represents Christ
and Him crucified, is the means by which God can legally forgive
our sins.

Â

12. What has God “set forth” Christ to be through faith in His
blood? Romans 3:25

Note, however, that a record of sin exists because there is an accuser
of the brethren, who accuses day and night (Revelation 12:10). The
vindication of God’s saints is discussed in Lesson 21. In addition,
God’s sanctuary must be cleansed to remove all remnants of sin
that defile it (see Lesson 22).
7
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If it were true that new sins are transferred to Christ every time
someone confesses a sin, that would also contradict Hebrews
10:12, which clearly states that after Christ “had offered one

New sins are not heaped upon Christ every time a person sins and
confesses them. If that were the case, Christ would have had to
“offer Himself often” (Hebrews 9:25) and “suffer often since the
foundation of the world.” Instead, “once at the end of the ages, He
has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of
Himself” (Hebrews 9:26). This sacrifice refers to the cross of
Calvary, where by the one sacrifice of Christ, He has put away
sin3. When Hebrews 9:28 states that Christ will appear a second
time, apart from sin, for salvation, it means that when He returns,
He will not deal with the sin problem. On the contrary, as verse 28
also states, He appears a second time to those who eagerly wait for
him. See further details related to the Second Coming of Christ in
Lesson 12.

It was not until after God rested on the seventh day (notice it was
God’s Sabbath, not the Jew’s) from His perfect, completed work
of redeeming the world in His Son on “Good Friday”, that
humanity was reunited with Christ and transported to heaven in
Him. For this reason, we are told that eternal life is in God’s Son
(1 John 5:11). This is further discussed at . In addition, see
explanations  and  in Lesson 3’s Supplement for more on the
ethical issues surrounding Christ’s death.

Since He had become united with our corporate, fallen life, He
was put to death, the just for the unjust (1 Peter 3:18). And unlike
the ceremonial service, where the sinner could not be joined,
literally, to the sacrifice and thus die, corporate humanity did in
fact die in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:14). This became possible only
as a result of the miraculous union of divinity and humanity that
began at the Incarnation and lasted until the cross, where the world
was judged (John 12:31a).

redeem. Thus, while Jesus did not deserve to die, His union with
that humanity qualified Him to be our substitute and Savior. We
saw in the preceding section entitled, “Christ’s ‘Doing’,” that it
was the continual, perfect righteousness wrought out in the body
of Christ (our humanity) that constituted the unblemished aspect of
the sacrifice. But why, if Jesus did not sin, did He have to die?

We are therefore not lost every time we fall, and then rejustified
every time we confess our sins. It has been stated that the only sin
that is not forgiven is the sin that is not confessed. On the
contrary, the Bible speaks of only one sin that is unpardonable,
which is the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit (Mark 3:28, 29). It
is the ultimate, deliberate, and willful rejection of salvation in
8

Like a husband who confesses his shortcomings (sins) to his
beloved wife (because he loves her), or as James instructs us to
confess our trespasses (or sins) to one another (James 5:16), we are
to confess our sins to Christ who loved us and gave Himself for us
(Ephesians 5:2). We are to ask then for His abiding presence in
our lives, that we may bear much fruit, and thereby glorify God
(John 15:5, 8). These are words within a loving relationship,
whereby we experience Jesus Christ as our personal Savior.

Confession of our sins within a relationship is altogether different
than confession under the law. Israel attempted this latter method
and failed. See Question 19 of Lesson 10 and the other questions
leading up to that one. If we attempt that method, we too will fail.
And in the process, we will be robbed of the joy of our salvation.

Why then are sins confessed? For two main reasons: First, in
order for us to receive the imputed righteousness of Christ, we
need to acknowledge our utter sinfulness. If we attempt to be
justified by our good works and our lawkeeping (even though this
is impossible – Romans 3:20), we essentially say that we have no
sin, and we deceive ourselves (1 John 1:8). On the contrary, “If
we confess our sins (that is our sinfulness as well as transgressions
of the law), He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). The second
reason for confessing our sins is that since we were present in the
humanity that Christ assumed (see explanations  and  in the
supplemental material at Lesson 3), we recognize that our sins
contributed to Christ’s death on the cross. Thus, we confess our
sins because of our relationship to Christ under grace.

sacrifice for sins forever, (He) sat down at the right hand of God.”
If new sins had to be transferred to Christ every time someone
confessed a sin, it would be too late for us in the 21st Century,
because where there is already remission of sins (in that one
sacrifice), there is “no longer an offering for sin” (Hebrews 10:17,
18). Since we were not yet born, our sins would not have met the
deadline for sin-bearing. On the contrary, by assuming humanity
(as the Second Adam – see Lesson 3 Supplement), Christ bore
every sin of every individual, repentant or unrepentant, past,
present, and future, on the cross.
Savior of the World Bible Course, Copyright © 1997, 1999, 2000 See Introduction for additional acknowledgments. Originally printed in the USA
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The evidence that we are actually wearing the garment is the
imparted righteousness of Christ, or righteousness of Christ

Î

3

Note that the wedding garment represents Christ’s righteousness
imputed and imparted to believers. The righteousness that qualifies
the believer for heaven is the imputed righteousness of Christ,
because in that righteousness we stand perfect (Colossians 1:28, 2:10;
Hebrews 10:14). In Christ, we stand perfect in nature, in character,
and in relation to the law (see the Lesson 3 Supplement, Items  and
, as well as Romans 10:4).

2

A cubit was the measure from a man’s elbow to his fingertip,
approximately 17.5 inches. However, during the time of the Exodus
when the wilderness sanctuary was built, it is assumed that the
Hebrews, due to their extended stay in Egypt, used the Egyptian cubit.
This measured about 20.5 inches. The referenced text indicates that
the sanctuary cubit was also larger than the ordinary cubit in Ezekiel’s
time.

1

In the Parable of the Wedding Feast, the king sent out his servants
“into the highways and gathered together all whom they found,
both bad and good. And the wedding hall was filled with guests” .
(Matthew 22:10). All who wore wedding garments2, which
represented the righteousness of Christ, were accepted at the
wedding feast. So it is with all who enter into Christ by faith, and
who are found to be worthy by His merits in the Pre-Advent
Judgment (see Lesson 21, especially Questions 20-22).

When we enter into Christ by faith, we are clothed with His
righteousness (see Lesson 3, Question 17, including related note).

When Christ assumed humanity (Hebrews 10:5) at the incarnation,
He became the reality of the sanctuary message (see Lesson 20,
Questions 3-5). Everything that took place regarding mankind’s
reconcilement to God and His holy law took place within the
humanity of Christ. We studied this in Lesson 3, where the in
Christ motif was introduced. See especially Lesson 3, Questions 1
and 5-7.

All activities related to atonement for sin took place within the
confines of the
court, or
courtyard, which
was surrounded
by a linen wall
that was five
cubits high (Exodus 27:18). Thus, the wall was about nine feet
high, based upon the size of a sanctuary cubit (which was an
ordinary cubit and a handbreadth – Ezekiel 43:13)1. The moment
anyone entered that courtyard, he was hidden from view.

lives of believers.

reproduced in us. While these works do not qualify us for heaven,
they are visible evidence that we are wearing the imputed
righteousness of Christ. This tangible evidence is what proves in the
judgment that we have become one with Christ. See Lesson 21,
Questions 9-19.
4

The western square was also 50 cubits x 50 cubits, and contained
the tabernacle with its two compartments, the Holy and Most Holy
Places. While there was no physical barrier between the whole of
the eastern and western squares of the courtyard, the outer veil of
the tabernacle, which was the way into the Holy Place, was located
exactly at this dividing longitude ().

The term “obeying the gospel,” or a related expression, is
frequently used in the New Testament (e.g., Romans 2:8, 6:17,
10:16; Galatians 5:7; 2 Thessalonians 1:8; 1 Peter 1:22, 4:17).
This refers to a believer’s acknowledgment and acceptance of his
or her history in Christ. When we hear and understand the gospel,
we believe the good news that Christ is our righteousness. We
accept His righteous life as ours, and His death to sin as ours
(Romans 6:4). See further details at  and .

The eastern square represented the gospel (1 Corinthians 15:1-4),
or Christ’s earthly, Savior mission, consisting of His doing and
dying (). All eastern square services pointed to what are now
completed, historical facts, accomplished in Christ some 2000
years ago for the entire human race. In this mission, the sentence
of condemnation for the human race was changed to a verdict of
justification (Romans 5:16, 18). What Christ did was not just a
provision. He actually obtained eternal redemption (Hebrews
9:12). On Calvary’s cross, the whole world was reconciled to God
through the death of His son, that is, in Christ (Romans 5:10).

The most important structure in the eastern square (50 cubits x 50
cubits) was the altar of burnt offering, indicated by its prominent
location in the exact center of the square (see  in the initial
diagram and throughout this Supplement to Lesson 20). The
second structure located in the eastern
square was the laver (), which stood
between the altar and the western square.
There was one entrance (Í) into the


courtyard, located at the eastern side of the
court.

The court itself was 100 cubits long and 50 cubits wide (Exodus
:(67 ($67 27:9-13). The measurement of the court can be
further broken down into two equally-sized parts,
consisting of an eastern and a western square.









5

Justification was obtained for all men in the humanity of Christ
(See Lesson 3). Salvation is found in Him only (Acts 4:12). Jesus
said, “I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved 5

“Í” The only entrance into the court was on the eastern side,
which was of itself, significant. As people entered the court, they
faced the opposite direction from the sun’s rising in the east.
Thus, worshiping the true God of Israel meant rejecting all pagan
gods, including the popular sun god. In the light of the gospel, to
which the eastern square of the courtyard pointed, this meant that
the believer was rejecting righteousness by works (e.g., offering
sacrifices to appease the sun god), and was accepting God’s
forgiveness through sacrifices that pointed to the then-future
Messiah, or Savior.
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The western square furnishings and services have their fulfillment
in Jesus Christ, our heavenly, High Priest. Since His ascension to
heaven, our High Priest is making real in our experience what God
has already fulfilled in the earthly mission of His Son, Jesus
Christ. See details at -.

Yearly, on the Day of Atonement (Jewish feast day called “Yom
Kippur”), an additional ceremony was performed by the High
Priest of Israel to remove the final vestige of sin. On that day,
only he could pass through the veil (), to minister in the Most
Holy Place. The sanctuary was cleansed of sin on this day by the
ceremony of the two goats – see  and Lesson 22.

Whereas common people could enter the eastern square of the
court, only the Levitical priests, who were types or figures of
Christ, could enter the tabernacle located in the western square.
Everything the priests did in the tabernacle was based upon the
ceremonial sacrifices and washings that had already occurred in
the eastern square. Daily, priests ministered blood (from sacrifices
on the Altar of Burnt Offering) before the inner veil, or curtain
(), in the Holy Place which contained the Table of Showbread
(), the Lampstand (), and the Altar of Incense ().
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Christ’s “Dying” – The reality of this union, or sin-bearing, took
place at the Incarnation, where Jesus was made sin (2 Corin6
thians 5:21) by bearing the fallen humanity that He came to

In the earthly sanctuary, the sins of the people were symbolically
transferred to the animal sacrifices, and then to the sanctuary via
the sprinkling of blood by the priests. If it were possible, the
people would have literally become one with the animal that was
to be offered and they, too, would have died along with the
sacrifice. Of course that was impossible. Therefore, the message
of becoming one was conveyed through the confession of sin over
the sacrifice, whereby sin was ceremonially transferred to the
animal.

Christ’s “Doing” – All of these sacrifices had their fulfillment in
only one true and meritorious sacrifice, that of Jesus Christ
crucified on the cross of Calvary. Using sanctuary language, John
the Baptist referred to Christ as “the Lamb of God who takes away
the sin of the world” (John 1:29). In like manner, Peter states that
we “were… redeemed with the precious blood of Christ, as of a
lamb without blemish and without spot” (1 Peter 1:18, 19).
Elsewhere we are told that despite being tempted in His humanity,
Christ never sinned (Hebrews 4:15). The meaning of the sacrifice
without defect is that Jesus lived a perfectly righteous life in
obedience to all of God’s commandments continually.

As previously mentioned, in the very center of the eastern half of
the courtyard was its most
important structure, the
Altar of Burnt Offering.
On this altar, sacrifices
were made every morning
and every evening on
behalf of all Israel. In
addition, there were
individual offerings (e.g., burnt, grain, peace, sin, and trespass
offerings – see Leviticus, chapters 1-5), as well as offerings for
sabbaths, new moons, and special feasts. While sacrifices ranged
from pigeons (Leviticus 5:7) to bulls (Leviticus 16:6), the most
prevalent animal that was sacrificed was an unblemished, male
lamb of a year old (Exodus 12:5). No matter what the sacrifice, it
had to be without defect.



We receive the life of Christ through the Holy Spirit, who convicts
us by knocking on the doors of our hearts (Revelation 3:20). Our
bodies then become the stage for witnessing what is in our hearts
(Proverbs 4:23).

(John 10:9).” Therefore, the gate into the eastern square
represented entering into Christ, where there is no condemnation
(Romans 8:1). For more on the “In Christ” motif, see Lesson 3.
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At the very center of the western square of the Courtyard was the
Ark of the Covenant, which contained the Ten Commandments
13
(Hebrews 9:4), or law of God, that condemns the world



We now have direct access to God through our heavenly High
Priest, Jesus Christ. There is now no need to go through another
human priest, because we can have “boldness to enter the holiest
(or Most Holy Place) by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living
way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His
flesh (Hebrews 10:19, 20). This does not preclude the need to
cleanse God’s sanctuary – see Lesson 22. There is one mediator
between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus (1 Timothy 2:5). We
can now come directly to God as priests through Christ
(Revelation 1:5, 6).

As soon as Jesus died on the cross, reconciliation to God (and also
to His holy law, which is a transcript of His character) became an
historical event (Romans 5:10). The stark evidence of this
reconciliation was
manifested within the
sanctuary at the
hour of the evening
service. The inner
veil that separated the
Holy from the Most
Holy Place was
immediately torn
from top to bottom
(Matthew 27:50, 51). Thus, the barrier between sinful man and a
holy God was removed in Christ.

Therefore, whenever the priests performed the daily application of
blood from the sacrifices of the eastern court, the closest they
could get to the mercy seat, whereupon mercy was obtained, was
before the veil in the Holy Place (Leviticus 4:17, 18). While they
were only about 5 cubits (less than 10 feet) away from the mercy
seat, the best they could do was to look in the direction of the
mercy seat by faith, lest they die.

The Holy and Most Holy Places of the earthly sanctuary were
separated by the inner veil. This was to keep a protective barrier
between the priests who ministered daily in the sanctuary, and who
were sinful men, from the direct presence of God, which appeared
in a cloud above the mercy seat of the ark in the Most Holy Place
(Leviticus 16:2). Had they been exposed to God directly, they
would have been destroyed, for the glory of God is as a consuming
fire (Exodus 24:17; Hebrews 12:29).



significance of the sprinkling of blood before the veil in …

The sanctuary was given by God to the Jews as a visual aid of the
whole plan of salvation in Christ. Since it reveals both Christ’s
earthly mission (the gospel) as well as His heavenly, priestly
ministry, do you believe it is still relevant to us as Christians?
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See Lesson 21 to see how Jesus defends the saints as our Advocate
in the Pre-Advent Judgment. See Lesson 22 to see what Jesus has
yet to accomplish in order to bring sin to its ultimate end. The
solemn service that symbolized this cleansing process took place
on the Day of Atonement.

While the Ten Commandments (which were contained in the ark)
condemn the whole world (Romans 3:19), all the positive and
negative demands of the law were met in Christ. There is
therefore no condemnation to the person who has subjectively
joined himself to the body of Christ (Romans 8:1). See Lesson 3
Supplement, Item , also Lesson 7.

However, after Jesus offered one sacrifice for sins forever, He sat
down at the right hand of God…for by one offering He has
perfected (past tense) forever those who are being sanctified
(Hebrews 10:12, 14).

“But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with
the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that
is, not of this creation. Not with the blood of goats and calves, but
with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place (heaven) once
for all, having obtained eternal redemption” (Hebrews 9:11, 12).

While the priest’s entering into God’s presence was a very real
event, the daily and yearly sacrifices with their application of
blood before the veil (daily) and on the mercy seat (yearly) never
actually took away sin (Hebrews 10:1, 4, 11). The Holy Spirit
indicated that “the way into the Holiest of All was not yet made
manifest while the first tabernacle was still standing” (Heb 9:8).

Only once a year, on the annual Day of Atonement, could
the high priest enter into the Most Holy Place. Before he
did, however, he had to offer a bull as a sin offering for himself
and make atonement for himself and his house (Leviticus 16:6).
He also had to bring incense within the veil before the presence of
the Lord, that it should provide some barrier between him and the
direct presence of God. He did this before sprinkling blood on the
mercy seat for himself and for the people’s sins committed in
ignorance (Leviticus 16:12-14; Hebrews 9:7).

universally (Romans 3:19). Fortunately, above the ark
was the mercy seat (Hebrews 9:5).
Savior of the World Bible Course, Copyright © 1997, 1999, 2000 See Introduction for additional acknowledgments. Originally printed in the USA
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In the resurrection, we were deemed “fit in Him” to be transported
into heaven. And in Him, we were made to (and now) sit. The old
life of Adam died and remained in the grave. In exchange, we

In the humanity of Jesus Christ (Lesson 3), our corporate humanity
that needed redeeming was cleansed. In Christ, man was saved
according to God’s mercy through the washing of regeneration and
renewing of the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:4, 5). In the context of
believers being able to enter the holiest (i.e., the very presence of
God), through the humanity of Christ (Hebrews 10:19, 20), we are
told that we can draw near with full assurance of faith. Why?
Because our hearts have been sprinkled from an evil conscience
and our bodies have been washed with pure water (Hebrews
10:22). Where did this take place? In Christ, at the resurrection.

Soon after Jesus’ baptism, He went to Jerusalem during the
Passover. When He arrived, He found that the temple had been
defiled, and with great authority, He cleansed the temple (John
2:13-16). He then related that cleansing to the cleansing of the
human temple in Him (John 2:19, 21). What He was referring to
was the washing of humanity in His resurrection (John 2:22).

Also located in the eastern square of the court is the bronze laver,
which contained water for
washing. This is where the
priests washed their hands
and feet whenever they
ministered in the tabernacle
or when they came near the
altar of burnt offering (Exodus 30:19, 20). This was the last place
the priests went before entering the tabernacle, which represents
heaven. If they did not wash, they would die (Exodus 30:21).
This signified the need to be cleansed prior to entering the western
square of the court (heaven).



As believers, we reckon ourselves dead to sin, but alive to God in
active faith (Romans 6:11). This is what it means to repent. Our
minds are renewed, however no change has taken place in our
bodies, which puts the renewed mind and the flesh at odds with
each other. Therefore, as we walk in the Spirit our bodies become
the place of sacrifice (Romans 12:1, 2; Colossians 3:5).

Christ, of which the Holy Spirit convicts the world (John 16:8),
which leaves no other way to be saved (Acts 4:12). “He who
believes in the Son has everlasting life (pardon full and complete);
and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the
wrath of God abides on him” (John 3:36). To reject Christ is
therefore the only unpardonable sin.
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The outer veil of the sanctuary was the dividing line between the
eastern and western halves of the court. If extended north and
south to the surrounding linen walls in a straight line, this
bisection of the court would be completely visible. As
previously discussed, only priests, who were types of Christ,
could enter the western square of the court, which
represented heaven.
Upon entering within the outer veil, Levitical priests found
themselves in the first compartment of the tabernacle, called the
Holy Place. It was there that they performed their daily ministry.
Upon His ascension, Christ began the first phase (daily
intercession) of His two-phased, priestly ministry. Jesus Christ,
the true High Priest, “ever lives to make intercession for
us” (Hebrews 7:25). He mediates on behalf of repentant sinners
by continually applying the merits of His sinless life and sacrificial
death (i.e., what He accomplished in His earthly mission) on their
behalf.
As soon as a believer is justified by faith (See Lesson 6), all that is
true of him in Christ is credited, or imputed, to him subjectively



To recap, the western square ministry of the Levitical priests
prefigured the heavenly ministry of Jesus Christ upon His
ascension to heaven after the resurrection. Unlike His earthly
mission, which included the reconciliation of the entire human
race to God, Christ’s heavenly ministry is that of a priest, i.e.,
representing the people to God. Christ can present as “perfect in
Him” (Colossians 1:28) only those who have received the gift of
His righteousness, which qualifies them for heaven (Romans
5:17).
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were given the life of Christ in the resurrection (Ephesians 2:4-6).
The washing in the watery grave of baptism symbolizes what the
Holy Spirit does in the lives of all believers: “For by one Spirit we
were all baptized into one body” (1 Corinthians 12:13), which is
the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:27). We enter the church by
(a proclamation of) faith, i.e., we accept our death in Christ, which
was a death to sin (Romans 6:10), as our death. This is
symbolized by our submersion under the baptismal waters. In
exchange, we accept the life of Christ, made available in the
resurrection through the Holy Spirit (John 14:16-18). This is
symbolized by our coming up out of the baptismal waters. The
truth of baptism, therefore, represents our exodus from this world
and our entrance into the kingdom of God. It is our laver
experience.
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With heartfelt appreciation for what Christ did in reconciling us 11

Through the Holy Spirit, we are convicted that we are falling short
of the glory of God, which is codified in His law (Romans 3:20,
23). In addition to convicting us of sin, the Holy Spirit convicts
our hearts of what God did to us in Christ, how He rewrote our
history unto righteousness (John 16:8-10). See explanations -
in the supplemental material at Lesson 3.

How is it that we can experience the life (bread) and death (blood)
of Christ, as discussed in ? First, it was imperative that Christ
leave earth and return to His Father in heaven. Jesus said, “It is to
your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper
will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you” (John
16:7). He then defined the Helper as the Spirit of truth (or Holy
Spirit) in John 16:13. The Holy Spirit was to be with us
continually. Jesus appropriately said, “Lo, I am with you always,
even to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).



We are to thus partake of, or experience, the life (bread) and death
(blood) of Christ, which is our obedience to the gospel, as
previously mentioned in the eastern square overview. This is
summarized nicely in 1 Corinthians 10:16, 17: “The cup of
blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of
Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the
body of Christ? For we, being many, are one bread and one body;
for we all partake of that one bread.” Similarly, Galatians 2:20
states, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who
live, but Christ lives in me…”

Jesus said, “I am the living bread which
came down from heaven,” and “unless
you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and
drink His blood, you have no (eternal) life
in you” John 6:51, 53.

On the Table of Showbread was, of course, the showbread or
“bread of the presence.” Because it was on the table before the
Lord always (Exodus 25:30), it was considered to be part of the
daily service.



(personally). Because of Christ’s continual intercession, he
remains an adopted child (Galatians 4:5), without interruption, as
long as his faith endures (Matthew 24:13).
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In the book of Revelation, an angel is seen at the Altar of Incense
and given incense to offer with the prayers of the saints, that they
may ascend before God together (Revelation 8:3, 4). Thus, it is
shown that only as the prayers of the saints are mixed with the
merits of Christ’s righteousness may our worship be acceptable to
God. This allows no room for self-righteousness, but for one who
worships God in spirit and in truth (John 4:24). For an explanation
of the application of the blood to the horns of the altar, see the

While the golden altar was located within the
Holy Place directly in front of the inner veil
() (Exodus 30:1-6), it was considered as
belonging to the Most Holy Place (Hebrews
9:3, 4). Sweet incense was burned upon this
altar every morning and at twilight, and was
thus referred to as a “perpetual incense before the Lord” (Exodus
30:7, 8). In addition to incense being burned on the altar, blood
was applied to the horns of the altar by the priest after certain
sacrifices (e.g., Exodus 30:10; Leviticus 4:18).



The lampstand also emitted light from its burning oil. As long as
Jesus was in the world, He was the light of the world (John 9:5).
Jesus called His plurality of believers the light (singular) of the
world, referring to when His life (singular) was to be multiplied
throughout the body of Christ. When His life was first poured out
upon the believers at the Day of Pentecost, tongues of fire, as
though from the Golden Lampstand, sat upon each of them as they
were filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:3, 4). Oil was also used to
refer to the Holy Spirit in the parable of the ten virgins (Matthew
25:1-13).

The article in the Holy Place that encapsulated all this
was the golden, 7-branched lampstand (Exodus 25:3137). Each of its lamps was filled nightly by Aaron and
his Levitical descendants with pure olive oil, to cause the
lamp to burn continually (Exodus 27:20, 21).

to the Father, despite our ungodly, sinful condition (Romans 5:6,
8), we gladly choose to partake of the body and blood of Christ.
The Holy Spirit then imparts to every humble believer the life of
Christ. As we thus walk in the Spirit, we participate in Christ. In
the context of the fruit of the Spirit, Paul says, “And those who are
Christ’s have crucified the flesh (participating in His blood) with
its passions and desires. If we live (participating in His body) in
the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit” (Galatians 5:24, 25).

The whole purpose of the “Pre-Advent Judgment” is to vindicate
believers against the accusations of Satan. This is necessary
before Christ can come to take them to heaven. Do you accept
this doctrine as part of the plan of salvation?

See Introduction for additional acknowledgments.
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This is the consummation of the ages, the blessed hope of all
believers. The Pre-Advent Judgment will be followed by the
Second Advent when God will usher in His everlasting kingdom of
peace and righteousness. Praise God!

Â

22. What will the saints receive once the Pre-Advent Judgment
is over? Daniel 7:27

Praise God, the verdict in the Pre-Advent Judgment will be in
favor of the saints! That is why, when we truly understand the
love of God and His saving grace, all fear of the judgment will be
removed (see 1 John 4:16-18).

Â

21. In this Pre-Advent Judgment of the saints, who will be
vindicated? Daniel 7:22

el

Â

20. How many will stand before the judgment seat of God?
Daniel 7:10

We must not confuse works of faith, which are the fruits of the
gospel, with works of the law. The phrase “works of the law”
always refers to good works or law-keeping in order to earn
salvation. In English, we call it legalism. In contrast, “works of
faith” are the fruits of the Spirit. While these fruits do not
contribute toward our salvation, they do give evidence of it. That
is why they will be brought up in the judgment as evidence to
prove a believer’s justification by faith.

Â

19. What kind of works will not justify a person before
God? Galatians 2:16

Abraham's works proved that his faith was genuine. In the same
way, works of faith will be used as evidence by Christ to vindicate
the believers in the Pre-Advent Judgment.

Â

18. What did the works of Abraham prove? James 2:22

Â

17. What should be peculiar about God’s redeemed people?
Titus 2:14

As Christians, we are to be the light of the world. It is not by our
words that we give evidence of this but by our works (see 1
Corinthians 4:20). Jesus said that the world will know us by our
fruits or works (see Matthew 7:16-20).

Â

16. How is God glorified by Christians? Matthew 5:14-16

Daniel is here describing the Pre-Advent Judgment of the believers. While they themselves will not be physically present, they
will be represented by their great High Priest and Advocate, Jesus
Christ the righteous One. This is illustrated beautifully in Zechariah 3:1-4. Joshua, who represents the people, was clothed in
filthy rags, but Jesus vindicates God’s people in Joshua. Jesus tells
Joshua that He has removed the iniquity from him and will clothe
him with rich robes, which represents His righteousness. That is
the vindication of God’s people in the Pre-Advent Judgment.
Note that Joshua is the Hebrew name for Jesus. In Christ our sins
have been removed. We must make this truth ours individually, by
faith.

SW/

The Bible clearly teaches that believers are justified by faith apart
from any good works they do (see Romans 4:5; Ephesians 2:8, 9;
Titus 3:5). Yet they are judged and rewarded according to their
works (see Matthew 16:27; John 5:28, 29; 2 Corinthians 5:10).
How do we reconcile this apparent contradiction? This will be
answered in the next few questions.

ing
i sh

Â

2. Do believers have to stand before the judgment seat of
Christ? Romans 14:10

As we discovered in Lesson 5 (especially Questions 2-9), at the
cross the entire human race was executed in Christ, our Substitute.
Because of this supreme sacrifice, every sinner who receives
Christ by faith passes from death (condemnation) to life
(justification). This is what righteousness by faith is all about.

Â

1. What change takes place in our status when we believe in
Christ? John 5:24

Therefore, before the Second Advent can take place, Christ, our
great and faithful High Priest, has to vindicate the saints in the
judgment. This is part of the good news of salvation. The PreAdvent Judgment of the saints is often referred to as the
Investigative Judgment, and is what we will examine in this
study.

One of the events that will take place before Christ comes to
take believers to heaven is the vindication of the saints against
the accusations of the devil. The Bible tells us that Satan is
“the accuser of the brethren...which accused them before our
God day and night” (Revelation 12:10). In the battle for souls,
Satan is determined that none of the believers make it to
heaven.

In our last study, we discovered that the sanctuary was God's
show and tell of the entire plan of redemption. In the next few
studies, which will end these series of Bible lessons, we will
consider what the sanctuary truth reveals about the closing
events of this earth's history. The purpose of these studies is to
strengthen your faith in Christ and prepare you for the final
crisis that will transpire prior to the Second Advent and the end
of the world.

/HVVRQ²7KH3UH$GYHQW-XGJPHQW

6DYLRURIWKH%LEOH&RXUVH

In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus earnestly pleaded with His
Father, “If it is Your will, take this cup away from Me…” (Luke
22:42). The cup He was referring to was the curse of the law
against us (see Galatians 3:13). Although Jesus sweated blood
when making this earnest request, the Father's reply was “No!”
Because of His great love for mankind, God spared not His Son.
Without the cross mankind could not be justified (Romans 8:33).

Â

5. How do we know that God the Father is on the believers’
side? Romans 8:32

What Paul is saying here is that since God is on the believers’ side,
it does not matter who is against us. As we shall see, all three
members of the Godhead are on the side of believers. This is
indeed good news!

Â

4. Who is on the believers’ side in this controversy over the
saints? Romans 8:31

Â

3. Who accuses the believers and how often does he do this?
Revelation 12:10

Since believers have already passed from condemnation to justification, the question is often asked, Why do believers have to stand
before the judgment seat of Christ? Is it because God needs to investigate our cases to see whether we qualify for heaven? Of
course not! He who does not forget a sparrow and who has numbered the hairs of our heads (Luke 12:6, 7) also knows who are His
(2 Timothy 2:19). Believers stand before the judgment seat of
Christ because they are being accused (see the next question).
Since God is just (Romans 3:26), He will not simply bring believers to heaven, while ignoring the accusations of Satan. If He did
not clear Satan’s accusations against the saints in a pre-advent
judgment, God would appear to be arbitrary in justifying some
while not justifying others. Because God is just, He reveals the
secret thoughts and motives of even the ungodly who believe on
Him (Romans 4:5) – not to condemn them, but to clear their names
forevermore. This “evidence” will be made available for the saints
to review during the millennium (See Lesson 24: Question 16). If
God did not do so, Satan would have a legitimate claim against
God for not bringing him to heaven, too.

15. How will we be judged in the Pre-Advent Judgment?
Ecclesiastes 12:14

Â

10. Besides saving us, what were we created in Christ to do?
Ephesians 2:10

Â

Justification is by faith alone in Jesus Christ. Our law-keeping
does not save us, but is the evidence of our salvation. Jesus said,
“If you love me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15, 1 John
3:24, 5:1-3).

Â

Â

We humans judge each other by our outward acts, but God judges
us by the desires of the heart. Unfortunately, our acts often
contradict the desires of the heart (see Romans 7:15-23). This is
part of our Christian struggle.

14. How is a person justified before God? Romans 3:28

The greatest proof we Christians can give to the world that we are
Christ’s disciples is our selfless love for one another. According to
the Bible, such love is the true keeping of the law (see Galatians
5:13, 14).

Â

13. What did Christ say is the greatest proof of genuine
Christianity? John 13:34, 35

Good works do not save us, but they do give evidence to others
that the gospel is the power of God unto salvation. People judge
us by our behavior, and they must see the love of Christ
manifested in every believer.

Â

12. Who profits from the good works of believers? Titus 3:8

Genuine justification by faith always produces good works.
However, the believer may not be aware of these good works since
they are the fruits of the Holy Spirit (see Matthew 25:37-40).

Â

11. What is dead if we do not produce good works?
James 2:17

Not only did Christ save us from death to life, i.e., from
condemnation to justification, but also from a life of sin to a life of
good works. These works of faith do not save us, but they are the
evidence of our salvation. Christ will bring them up in the
judgment as a witness of our faith (see Matthew 25:31-36).

9. What will be exposed in the judgment of the believers?
1 Corinthians 4:5

The term “house of God” refers to believers, all those who by faith
have accepted Christ as their personal Savior and whose names are
written in the Book of Life. In this judgment, Satan is the accuser
and Christ is our advocate.

Â

8. According to Peter, with whom does the final judgment
begin? 1 Peter 4:17

This is clear evidence that even the Holy Spirit is on the side of the
believers. Therefore, as Christians we have nothing to fear in the
Pre-Advent Judgment because all three persons of the Godhead –
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – are on the side of the
believers. With such a defense on our side, we can be
sure that Satan has no chance in the judgment to win his
case against us.

Â

7. What testimony does the Holy Spirit bear to every
believer? Romans 8:16

In Christ, we not only have a perfect Savior but also a High Priest
who intercedes for us. He will defend us against all the
accusations of Satan, now and in the Pre-Advent Judgment (see 1
John 2:1).

Â

6. How do we know that Christ is on the side of the
believers? Roman 8:34
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Remember what we studied way back in Lesson 6? In Question
12 of that lesson, we saw that by Christ’s perfect life and
sacrificial death we stand complete in Him. In Question 21 we
saw that while we believers do not condone sin, we still possess

1

As Christians, we must realize what the apostle John tells us in 1
John 4:17-19, “Love has been perfected among us in this: that we
may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are
we in this world.” In other words, when the Father sees us, He
sees Jesus because we two are one.

You and many other people share these same concerns. They
feel uncomfortable about standing before the judgment seat
of Christ. Why? Because they feel inadequate, naked so to
Tina speak. That’s because so many people believe that the
ultimate deciding factor in determining their eternal fate is their
performance. Pardon my forthrightness, Lee, but that’s legalism,
and it’s poison.
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%HIRUH \RX DQVZHU OHW PH DVN \RX WKH TXHVWLRQ WKDW ZDV SRVHG LQ

\RX KDYH HWHUQDO OLIH DQG WKDW \RX ZLOO VWDQG LQ WKH MXGJPHQW"

/HW PH FORVH E\ DVNLQJ \RX D TXHVWLRQ

´ ²7KH ,QQHU 9HLOµ 

/HVVRQ  6XSSOHPHQW

3UDLVH WKH /RUG ZH FDQ EROGO\ HQWHU *RG·V SUHVHQFH

WKURXJK RXU +LJK 3ULHVW -HVXV &KULVW

4XHVWLRQ  

DQG 6DWDQ DFFXVHV XV EHIRUH *RG GD\ DQG QLJKW

VWDQG MXVWLILHG E\ IDLWK LQ &KULVW ZH DUH VWLOO VLQQHUV LQ RXUVHOYHV

 6XSSOHPHQW 

LQ ´7KH &RXUW\DUGµ VHFWLRQ RI WKH VDQFWXDU\ ZDONWKURXJK

:H VWXGLHG WKLV

:H UHFHLYH WKH IUHH ZHGGLQJ JDUPHQWV

WKDW JLYH XV HQWUDQFH LQWR *RG·V HWHUQDO NLQJGRP

/HVVRQ  4XHVWLRQ  

%XW WKH PRPHQW ZH DUH ERUQ DJDLQ ZH SDVV IURP GHDWK WR OLIH

 

/HVVRQ  4XHVWLRQ

,W·V D IUHH JLIW WKDW FRPHV

/HH VDOYDWLRQ LV E\ JUDFH DORQH LQ ZKDW

WKURXJK WKH OLIH DQG GHDWK RI -HVXV &KULVW

&KULVW KDV GRQH

/HVVRQ  4XHVWLRQ  

DSRVWOH 3DXO DGPLWWHG WKDW KH ZDV D VLQQHU LQ QHHG RI D 6DYLRU

/HVVRQ  4XHVWLRQ  

:H VDZ WKDW E\ QDWXUH DV ZHOO DV E\ SHUIRUPDQFH ZH DUH

VLQQHUV DQG GHVHUYH GHDWK

*UHDW

VWXGLHV"

'RQQD

6RXQGV JUHDW

UHKDVK PRUH PDWHULDO WKDW ZH FRYHUHG LQ RXU HDUOLHU

%HFDXVH WKLV LV VR LPSRUWDQW LV LW 2. LI ,

sinful natures and in a weak moment may fall. Then what? Are
we deprived of justification? No, we have an advocate. Then in
Question 22 we saw that the first fruit of being justified by faith
was peace with God. Peace means no fear, and that is what the
very next two verses of 1 John 4 (that we didn’t finish reading a
second ago) say. “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out
fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears (or I might
say he who lacks faith) has not been made perfect in love. We love
Him because He first loved us.”

%HW \RX





)RU EHOLHYHUV WKLV WDNHV SODFH EHIRUH -HVXV

GHFLGHV RQ WKH RXWFRPH RI WKH FDVH EDVHG XSRQ WKH

:LWQHVVHV DUH EURXJKW IRUZDUG DQG WKH MXU\

, FDQ VHH KRZ SHRSOH PLJKW VKDNH LQ WKHLU

/HW·V

VWRRG EHIRUH +LP

RXWFRPHV

/HW·V ORRN DW WKHP LQ 'HXWHURQRP\  ´,I WKHUH

,Q WKH %LEOH WKHUH DUH WZR YHUGLFWV RU

7KDW·V SKHQRPHQDO DQG LW·V REYLRXVO\ D WULDO

ZDV VHDWHG DQG WKH ERRNV ZHUH

WKDW·V 
RU MXGJPHQW

7KH YHUGLFW

RSHQHGµ

7KH &RXUW

WLPHV WHQ WKRXVDQG

4

ERRWV LI WKH\ VWRSSHG DW YHUVH  RI 'DQLHO  ´7HQ WKRXVDQG

WDNH WKH ODWWHU RQH

GHVFULEH WKH WULDO LQ 4XHVWLRQV  DQG  RI /HVVRQ 

:H DOUHDG\ ORRNHG XS D FRXSOH RI H[FHOOHQW YHUVHV WKDW

HYLGHQFH ZKLFK LQFOXGHV WKH WHVWLPRQ\ RI WKH ZLWQHVVHV

MXGJH

WKH DFFXVHG

RU

$V \RX NQRZ EHIRUH D SHUVRQ FDQ EH FRQYLFWHG WKHUH
PXVW EH D WULDO ZKHUH HYLGHQFH LV SUHVHQWHG IRU DQG DJDLQVW

UHWXUQV

7KH WULDO

XQEHOLHYHUV LQYROYHV WKUHH VWHSV

$FFRUGLQJ WR 6FULSWXUH WKH MXGJPHQW EH LW RI EHOLHYHUV RU

VLPLODU WR ZKDW ZH DUH DFFXVWRPHG WR LQ HYHQ RXU VHFXODU VRFLHW\

/HW·V ORRN DW WKH %LEOLFDO SURFHGXUHV IRU MXGJLQJ ZKLFK DUH TXLWH

3RXULQJWKH&HPHQW
3RXULQJWKH&HPHQW

GLGQ·W WKLQN , FRXOG GR WKDW GLG \RX"

:KHQ ,·P GRQH ZLWK WKDW ,·OO ILQLVK WKH KRXVH

,·P JRLQJ WR SRXU WKH FHPHQW ILUVW DQG WKHQ , ZLOO GR WKH

IUDPLQJ

VWXG\

<RX·OO KDYH WR EHDU ZLWK PH DV , GHYHORS WKH IUDPHZRUN IRU RXU

And I will address the issue of when the judgment of
believers and unbelievers takes place.

2. /DGLHV

,·OO DGGUHVV WKH 3UH$GYHQW -XGJPHQW LQ WKH

OLJKW RI MXVWLILFDWLRQ E\ IDLWK

ZLWK ODVW ZHHN

/HH 7LQD DQG , GHFLGHG WR VSOLW WKH WZR TXHVWLRQV ZH HQGHG

Donna, Tina, and Lee met at the university commons at 7:00 in
the evening to grab a bite to eat. They often enjoyed the
company of each other over a meal before studying the Bible
together. This time Lee offered up prayer, asking the Holy
Spirit to guide them in their study. As usual, Donna was
excited about tackling the meaty issues without much delay, so
she picked up where they left off in the library lobby a week
ago…

2QHZHHNODWHU«
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-HVXV KDV SXUFKDVHG KHU ZLWK +LV SUHFLRXV EORRG



7KHUH LV QR GLIIHUHQFH LQ WKH DFW

HYHU\ERG\

-HVXV PHQWLRQHG LQ WKH SDUDEOH RI WKH

WKDW ZRUNV RI IDLWK PD\ QRW EH WKH VDPH IRU

WKLV EHFDXVH ZH DUH IULHQGV ² , QHHG WR PHQWLRQ

OHJDOLVP ² , IHHO , FDQ WDON GLUHFWO\ WR \RX OLNH

0DUN  

/HVVRQ  4XHVWLRQ  

IRUHYHU

+HEUHZV  

SURGXFH ZRUNV EHFDXVH &KULVW LV WKH VDPH \HVWHUGD\ WRGD\ DQG

11

ZKHQ ZH OHW +LP WDNH RYHU LQ RXU OLYHV LW LV JXDUDQWHHG WKDW ZH ZLOO

RQ WKH SODWIRUP RI ´1RW , EXW &KULVWµ

:KHQ ZH VWDQG

.HHS \RXU VLJKWV RQ

-HVXV DQG WKH ZRUNV ZLOO WDNH FDUH RI WKHPVHOYHV

GRLQJ ZRUNV RI IDLWK RU ZRUNV RI WKH ODZ

6R /HH GRQ·W ORRN DW \RXU SHUIRUPDQFH WR VHH ZKHWKHU \RX DUH

0DWWKHZ  

1RWLFH WKDW WKHVH DUH DOO JRRG WKLQJV QRW EDG WKLQJV

%XW

LQ <RXU QDPH

, ZDV D GHDFRQ LQ WKH FKXUFK DQG , FDVW RXW

RU ZRQGHUIXO ZRUNV

-HVXV ZLOO VD\ WR KLP ´, QHYHU NQHZ \RX«µ

GHYLOV«

0DWWKHZ  "

QDPH DQG GRQH PDQ\ ZRQGHUV

WKH OHJDOLVW ZLOO VD\ WR -HVXV ´/RUG KDYH , QRW SURSKHVLHG LQ <RXU

%XW

0DWWKHZ   ZH ZLOO QRW VD\ ´<RX·UH ULJKW

:KHQ -HVXV VD\V ´, ZDV KXQJU\ DQG \RX

/RUG , KDYH NHSW D GHWDLOHG MRXUQDO RI DOO WKHVH WKLQJV , GLGµ

JDYH 0H IRRG«µ

HYHQ EH FRQVFLRXV RI LW

2K \HDK DQG ZKHQ D SHUVRQ GRHV ZRUNV RI IDLWK KHVKH PD\ QRW

KXQGUHGµ

SURGXFHG IUXLW EXW VRPH WKLUW\IROG VRPH VL[W\ DQG VRPH D

VRZHU WKDW DOO WKH VHHGV WKDW IHOO RQ WKH JRRG JURXQG

D VSDGH

FDOO D VSDGH

<RX VXUH

'RQQD

$QG /HH VR WKDW \RX GRQ·W UHYHUW EDFN WR D VXEWOH IRUP RI

WKH GLIIHUHQFH LV LQ WKH PRWLYDWLRQ

KHU WRWDO GHSHQGHQFH XSRQ +LP

3HWHU    DQG VKH LV UHWXUQLQJ KHU WLWKH WR *RG DV D VLJQ RI

DUH *RG·V

UHWXUQV D WLWKH EHFDXVH VKH UHFRJQL]HV WKDW DOO WKDW VKH KDV DQG LV

-DQ RQ WKH RWKHU KDQG

)UHG SD\V D WLWKH EHFDXVH KH

ZDQWV WR NHHS KLV VODWH FOHDQ EHIRUH *RG

WKDW LQ /HVVRQ  4XHVWLRQV 

:H VWXGLHG

$5( *22' )5,(1'6

%XW DOO ZH FDQ

,

7+(5( $5( 3(23/( :+2

-RKQ LV DOVR WRXJK LQ WKLV DUHD

+H VD\V WKDW ´ZKRHYHU

ZH PLJKW FDOO WKDW EHLQJ UDFLVW  WKDW·V VLQQLQJ

+H FRPHV ULJKW RXW DQG VD\V WKDW LI ZH

+H LV VKRZLQJ ZKDW LW PHDQV WR

 -RKQ  

*DODWLDQV  

7KH ODZ RI

7KH %LEOH GHILQHV WKH

7KH LVVXH LV ´:KDW KDYH ZH GRQH ZLWK WKH

-RKQ  

QRW WKH ODZ

´1RZ WKH /RUG LV

RU UHIOHFWLQJ

WKH JORU\ RI

 &RULQWKLDQV  

&RPPDQGPHQWV WKH SHRSOH FRXOG QRW ORRN DW KLV IDFH EHFDXVH RI

:KHQ 0RVHV FDPH GRZQ IURP 6LQDL DIWHU EHLQJ JLYHQ WKH 7HQ

JORU\ MXVW DV E\ WKH 6SLULW RI WKH /RUG

12

WKH /RUG DUH EHLQJ WUDQVIRUPHG LQWR WKH VDPH LPDJH IURP JORU\ WR

XQYHLOHG IDFH EHKROGLQJ DV LQ D PLUURU

$QG KH WHOOV XV ZKDW WKLV OLEHUW\ GRHV IRU XV ´%XW ZH DOO ZLWK

 &RULQWKLDQV  

LH WKH +RO\ 6SLULW UHSUHVHQWV WKH /RUG  DQG ZKHUH

WKH 6SLULW RI WKH /RUG LV WKHUH LV OLEHUW\µ

WKH 6SLULW

+H WKHQ GHILQHV

PDNHV \RX IUHH \RX VKDOO EH IUHH

RU VKDOO VHW \RX DW OLEHUW\ µ

1RZ OHW·V VHH ZKDW 3DXO VD\V DERXW WKLV OLEHUW\

LQGHHGµ

WUXWK ´,I WKH 6RQ

VKDOO PDNH \RX IUHH

,Q -RKQ  -HVXV VDLG ´<RX VKDOO NQRZ WKH WUXWK DQG WKH WUXWK

JLIW RI *RG -HVXV &KULVW"µ

OLEHUW\ LV WKH JRVSHO

ODZ E\ LWVHOI DV D \RNH RI ERQGDJH

-DPHV  

´6R VSHDN DQG VR GR DV WKRVH ZKR ZLOO EH

MXGJHG E\ WKH ODZ RI OLEHUW\µ

ZLOO EH MXGJHG E\ WKH ODZ

1RZ ZH FRPH WR D IDYRULWH YHUVH RI WKRVH ZKR EHOLHYH WKDW WKH\

KDV HWHUQDO OLIH DELGLQJ LQ KLPµ

KDWHV KLV EURWKHU LV D PXUGHUHU DQG \RX NQRZ WKDW QR PXUGHUHU

YHUVH  

VKRZ SDUWLDOLW\

VKRZ WKH ORYH RI -HVXV

ODVW VL[ RI WKH 7HQ &RPPDQGPHQWV

,Q YHUVHV  -DPHV GLVFXVVHV WKH UR\DO ODZ ZKLFK DSSOLHV WR WKH

WRZDUG XV

PD\ UHSUHVHQW &KULVW WR WKHP GHVSLWH KRZ WKH\ PD\ DFW

GR LV SUD\ IRU WKHVH SHRSOH DQG SUD\ IRU RXUVHOYHV WKDW ZH

7UXVW PH , NQRZ ZKDW \RX DUH WDONLQJ DERXW

´',))(5(17µ
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)RU H[DPSOH OHW·V VD\ WKDW )UHG DQG -DQ ERWK WLWKH

:($5 5(/,*,21 21

7KH\ DUH VWLOO SUDFWLFLQJ
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GLVFULPLQDWLRQ

GHPRQVWUDWH WKH ORYH RI -HVXV &KULVW

([WHUQDOO\ WKH\ ORRN WKH VDPH EXW WKH\ DUH UHDOO\ ZRUOGV DSDUW

*HQXLQH MXVWLILFDWLRQ E\ IDLWK DOZD\V

,I ZH UHDG LW FDUHIXOO\ ZH VHH

WKDW LQ YHUVHV  -DPHV LV UHEXNLQJ &KULVWLDQV ZKR KDYH IDLOHG WR

PDQ\ SHRSOH -DPHV &KDSWHU 

:H·UH QRZ UHDG\ WR WDFNOH D SDVVDJH WKDW LV D VWXPEOLQJ EORFN WR VR

%XW ZH PXVW QHYHU FRQIXVH ZRUNV RI IDLWK ZLWK ZRUNV RI WKH ODZ

SURGXFHV ZRUNV

:KDW LV WKLV DOO VD\LQJ"

]HDORXV IRU JRRG ZRUNVµ

ODZOHVV GHHG DQG SXULI\ IRU +LPVHOI +LV RZQ VSHFLDO SHRSOH

$QG WKHQ LQ YHUVH  ´WKDW +H PLJKW UHGHHP XV IURP HYHU\

VKRXOG OLYH VREHUO\ ULJKWHRXVO\ DQG JRGO\ LQ WKH SUHVHQW DJHµ
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,W LV D JLIW DQG DFFRUGLQJ WR

:KDW LV WUXH RI XV LQ

7KDQNV IRU WKH TXHXH

/HH 7LQD·V ULJKW

,W LV QRW

-XXXVW .LLLGGLQJ ,

%XW

SOHDVH"

7KLV LV D UHDOO\

+RZ FDQ *RG

7KH UHDVRQ VRPH DUH

+RZ VR"

:K\"

%HFDXVH WKH\ GR QRW EHOLHYH LQ +LP

7KH RQO\ VLQ WKDW

Excuse me again, but I can’t help but think of John 5:24, which
says that he who believes Jesus’ word and believes in the Father
who sent the Son has everlasting life and shall not come
into judgment (or really condemnation, according to the
original Greek) but has passed from death into life.
7

UHMHFWLRQ RI WKH JRVSHO

ZLOO GHSULYH DQ\ SHUVRQ RI EHLQJ LQ KHDYHQ LV D GHOLEHUDWH ZLOOIXO

VLQ

VDLG WKDW ZKHQ WKH +RO\ 6SLULW FRPHV +H ZLOO FRQYLFW WKH ZRUOG RI

,Q -RKQ   -HVXV

0DWWKHZ  
:KDW LV WKH EODVSKHP\ RI WKH +RO\ 6SLULW"

WKH 6SLULW ZLOO QRW EH IRUJLYHQ PHQ

SHRSOH  EXW WKH EODVSKHP\ DJDLQVW

-HVXV VDLG WKDW HYHU\ VLQ DQG
EODVSKHP\ ZLOO EH IRUJLYHQ PHQ

1RZ FKHFN RXW WKHVH JHPV

*RG

FRQGHPQHG LV EHFDXVH WKH\ KDYH GHOLEHUDWHO\ UHMHFWHG WKH JLIW RI

LV LPSRVVLEOH WR EH VDYHG E\ NHHSLQJ LW"

MXGJH XV IRU QRW NHHSLQJ +LV ODZ ZKHQ +H WROG XV UHSHDWHGO\ WKDW LW

FDQ EH MXVWLILHG EHIRUH *RG E\ WKH ZRUNV RI WKH ODZ

  DQG *DODWLDQV  PDNH LW DEVROXWHO\ FOHDU WKDW QR RQH

LPSRUWDQW SRLQW ZKLFK *RG KDV PDGH SODLQ LQ +LV :RUG

5RPDQV

FRXOGQ·W UHVLVW

VHQG PH WR 5RPDQV  ,

WKRXJKW \RX ZHUH JRLQJ WR

7KH UHDVRQ VRPH DUH FRQGHPQHG LV QRW

EHFDXVH WKH\ DUH EUHDNLQJ WKH ODZ

VWXII«

, RZH \RX RQH

2U DW

%DFN WR VHULRXV

IRXQG LQ /HVVRQ  4XHVWLRQ 
5RPDQV   

'RHV WKDW PHDQ
, FDQ OLYH DQ\ZD\ ,

,·P QRW HYHQ JRLQJ WR DQVZHU WKDW

, ZLOO WHOO \RX WKDW WKH DQVZHU FDQ EH

2I FRXUVH QRW

/HH &KHQ ZKDW DP , JRLQJ WR GR ZLWK \RX"

EHFDXVH ZH DUH EUHDNLQJ WKH ODZ

QRW EHFDXVH ZH DUH VLQQHUV

-HVXV LV VD\LQJ WKDW WKH UHDVRQ VRPH ZLOO EH FRQGHPQHG LV

2RRK JRRG YHUVH

Donna, and don’t forget John 3:18, where Jesus says that
whoever believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does
not believe is condemned already.

UHLJQ LQ OLIH

5RPDQV  RQO\ WKRVH ZKR UHFHLYH WKH JLIW RI ULJKWHRXVQHVV ZLOO

&KULVW LV QRW RXUV QDWXUDOO\

ZH LQKHULW LW 

7KH RQO\ GLIIHUHQFH LV WKDW ZKDW LV WUXH RI XV LQ

$GDP LV RXUV E\ QDWXUH

([DFWO\

)URP DOO WKLV LW EHFRPHV

1RW HDV\

SRXULQJ WKH FHPHQW DQG IUDPLQJ WKH KRXVH

DSSHWLWH IURP DOO WKLV SK\VLFDO ODERU

)LUVW ZH QHHG WR

WKH KHDUWV

•

•

•

•

/HVVRQ  4XHVWLRQ  

2K DQG WKHUH DUH D EXQFK

RI

 &RULQWKLDQV  

0DWWKHZ  

-RKQ

8

UHZDUG LV ZLWK 0H WR JLYH WR HYHU\ RQH DFFRUGLQJ WR KLV ZRUNµ

5HYHODWLRQ  ´$QG EHKROG , DP FRPLQJ TXLFNO\ DQG 0\

$QG RWKHUV VXFK DV  3HWHU  5HYHODWLRQ  DQG

  

KDYH GRQH HYLO WR WKH UHVXUUHFWLRQ RI FRQGHPQDWLRQµ

ZKR KDYH GRQH JRRG WR WKH UHVXUUHFWLRQ RI OLIH DQG WKRVH ZKR

DUH LQ WKH JUDYHV ZLOO KHDU +LV YRLFH DQG FRPH IRUWK ² WKRVH

´'R QRW PDUYHO DW WKLV IRU WKH KRXU LV FRPLQJ LQ ZKLFK DOO ZKR

ZRUNVµ

+LV DQJHOV DQG WKHQ +H ZLOO UHZDUG HDFK DFFRUGLQJ WR KLV

´)RU WKH 6RQ RI 0DQ ZLOO FRPH LQ WKH JORU\ RI +LV )DWKHU ZLWK

ZKDW KH KDV GRQH ZKHWKHU JRRG RU EDGµ

HDFK RQH PD\ UHFHLYH WKH WKLQJV GRQH LQ WKH ERG\ DFFRUGLQJ WR

´:H PXVW DOO DSSHDU EHIRUH WKH MXGJPHQW VHDW RI &KULVW WKDW

PRUH ²

RU PRWLYHV

/DVW ZHHN ZH VDZ WKDW WKH /RUG ZLOO EULQJ WR OLJKW WKH

KLGGHQ WKLQJV RI GDUNQHVV DQG UHYHDO WKH FRXQVHOV

ZRUNV

7KH ILUVW JURXS RI WH[WV VHHPV WR LQGLFDWH WKDW ZH DUH VDYHG E\

)LUVW *URXS RI 7H[WV

UHJDUGLQJ RXU ZRUNV UHODWLYH WR WKH MXGJPHQW

LGHQWLI\ WKUHH JURXSV RI WH[WV WKDW DUH IRXQG LQ WKH %LEOH

DOUHDG\ DFFHSWHG VDOYDWLRQ LQ -HVXV &KULVW

MXGJPHQW HYHQ WKRXJK ZH DUH VDYHG E\ JUDFH DQG ZH KDYH

:H·UH DOPRVW UHDG\ WR GLVFXVV ZK\ ZH QHHG WR JR WKURXJK D

DOUHDG\

$OO ULJKW

(YHQ WKRXJK ZH MXVW DWH ,·YH SUDFWLFDOO\ ZRUNHG XS DQRWKHU

)LQLVKLQJWKH+RXVH

FKRLFH IRU RU DJDLQVW &KULVW

JRVSHO DQG WKH +RO\ 6SLULW KDV FRQYLFWHG \RX \RX KDYH WR PDNH D

MXGJPHQW KDV FRPH EHFDXVH WKH PRPHQW \RX KDYH FOHDUO\ KHDUG WKH

:KHUHYHU WKH JRVSHO LV SUHDFKHG LQ LWV FODULW\ WKH KRXU RI

EH WKH ODZ RI *RG EXW WKH JRVSHO RI -HVXV &KULVW

DEXQGDQWO\ FOHDU WKDW WKH LVVXH LQ WKH MXGJPHQW ZLOO UHDOO\ QRW

$QRWKHU H[FHOOHQW YHUVH 7LQD

KDYH D OLWWOH EXIIHU ]RQH EHWZHHQ WKHP DQG KHOO

ZDV DW WKH KHDUW

2Q WKH RWKHU KDQG WKH\ GRQ·W UHDOL]H WKDW *RG

:K\"

5RPDQV  +HEUHZV   ZH

´7KHUHIRUH ZH

5RPDQV  

´)RU E\ JUDFH \RX KDYH EHHQ VDYHG

(SKHVLDQV   

*RG VDYHG

7LWXV  

7KH\ DWWDFN 3DXO

7KH\ MXPS RQ WKH SRRU JX\ E\

 3HWHU   

7KH\ FRQFOXGH WKDW LI \RX DUH

WKDW

KHDUG SHRSOH VD\

, KDYH WRWDOO\

VXFK DV QRW EHLQJ XQGHU ODZ EXW XQGHU JUDFH

<HDK VXUH LI SHRSOH DUH XVLQJ 3DXO·V FRPPHQWV

GDQJHURXV WHUULWRU\

XVLQJ 3DXO WR HVWDEOLVK \RXU XQGHUVWDQGLQJ \RX KDYH HQWHUHG LQWR

RZQ GHVWUXFWLRQ

ZULWLQJV DUH KDUG WR XQGHUVWDQG DQG ZKLFK SHRSOH WZLVW WR WKHLU

XVLQJ D FRXSOH RI YHUVHV ZKHUH 3HWHU VD\V WKDW VRPH RI 3DXO·V

ZH MXVW UHDG"
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GRFWULQHV DJDLQVW WKH SHRSOH ZKR FOLQJ WR WKH VHFRQG VHW RI YHUVHV

PDLQWDLQ WKHLU RZQ LQWHUQDO EHOLHI V\VWHP DQG GHIHQG WKHLU

'R \RX NQRZ ZKDW WKH ILUVW JURXS RI SHRSOH GR LQ DQ HIIRUW WR

DFFRUGLQJ WR +LV PHUF\«µ

XV ´QRW E\ ZRUNV RI ULJKWHRXVQHVV ZKLFK ZH KDYH GRQH EXW

RI ZRUNV OHVW DQ\RQH VKRXOG ERDVWµ

WKURXJK IDLWK DQG WKDW QRW RI \RXUVHOYHV LW LV WKH JLIW RI *RG QRW

WKH ODZµ

FRQFOXGH WKDW D PDQ LV MXVWLILHG E\ IDLWK DSDUW IURP WKH GHHGV RI

JUDFH DORQH ZLWKRXW DQ\ ZRUNV RU DQ\ ODZNHHSLQJ

7KHUH LV DQRWKHU JURXS RI WH[WV WKDW WHOO XV WKDW VDOYDWLRQ LV E\

6HFRQG *URXS RI 7H[WV

PXVW EHOLHYH WKDW ZKDW *RG SURPLVHG +H ZLOO GR

EH LQ RXU IHHOLQJV EXW E\ IDLWK

2XU DVVXUDQFH PXVW QHYHU

%HFDXVH WKH\ DUH DVNLQJ *RG WR GR VRPHWKLQJ

WKDW FRQWUDGLFWV +LV SODQ RI VDOYDWLRQ

DVVXUDQFH

ZLOO QHYHU JLYH WKHP YLFWRU\ LI WKH\ DUH ORRNLQJ DW WKDW YLFWRU\ IRU

GHVSHUDWHO\ VHHN

7KH\ WKLQN WKLV LV JRLQJ WR JLYH WKHP WKH SHDFH WKDW WKH\

WKH RQH KDQG WKH\ DUH WU\LQJ WR JHW WRWDO YLFWRU\ RYHU WKHLU IOHVK

7KHVH SHRSOH DUH ´EHWZHHQ D URFN DQG D KDUG SODFHµ EHFDXVH RQ

WR HDUQ WKHLU ZD\ LQWR WKH NLQJGRP RI *RG

GHSHQGLQJ XSRQ WKHLU JRRGQHVV RU ZKDW &KULVW GRHV WKURXJK WKHP

6HFRQG WKH\ DUH XOWLPDWHO\

LQ /HVVRQ  )RRWQRWH 

RI /XFLIHU·V UHEHOOLRQ LQ KHDYHQ

ORYH ZKLFK ZH ZLOO VHH

7KHLU PRWLYHV DUH LPSXUH EHFDXVH ILUVW WKHLU PRWLYDWLRQ LV VHOI

VXSSRVHGO\

7KH\ ZDQW WR EH VXUH WKH\ DUH ´JRRG HQRXJKµ IRU KHDYHQ DQG

DQG \RX FDQ·W  ZK\ QRW MRLQ KLP"

$FWV

,I \RX FDQ·W EHDW

V\VWHP DURXQG RQH

WKH :RUG RI *RG

LQ 

•

•

•

)RU H[DPSOH ²



)RU ZH DUH +LV

QRW RI

1R

7KHVH WKLQJV DUH JRRG DQG

7KDW VRXQGV OLNH D YHUVH

%XW ORRN ZKDW JUDFH DOVR GRHV LQ YHUVH 
´WHDFKLQJ XV WKDW GHQ\LQJ XQJRGOLQHVV DQG ZRUOGO\ OXVWV ZH

ZKDW VDYHV XV
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WKDW EHORQJV WR WKH VHFRQG JURXS RI WH[WV VD\LQJ WKDW JUDFH LV

VDOYDWLRQ KDV DSSHDUHG WR DOO PHQµ

,Q 7LWXV  3DXO VDLG WKDW ´WKH JUDFH RI *RG WKDW EULQJV

SURILWDEOH WR PHQµ

FDUHIXO WR PDLQWDLQ JRRG ZRUNV

FRQVWDQWO\ WKDW WKRVH ZKR KDYH EHOLHYHG LQ *RG VKRXOG EH

IDLWKIXO VD\LQJ DQG WKHVH WKLQJV , ZDQW \RX WR DIILUP

DJDLQ , SXUSRVHO\ OHIW RXW YHUVH  ZKLFK VD\V ´7KLV LV D

:H LQFOXGHG 7LWXV  LQ WKH VHFRQG JURXS RI WH[WV EXW RQFH

KRZHYHU *RG SUHSDUHG EHOLHYHUV WR GR JRRG ZRUNV

RQH FDQ VD\ WKH\ DUH JRLQJ WR KHDYHQ EHFDXVH WKH\ DUH JRRG

*RG SUHSDUHG EHIRUHKDQG WKDW ZH VKRXOG ZDON LQ WKHPµ

ZRUNPDQVKLSFUHDWHG LQ &KULVW -HVXV IRU JRRG ZRUNV ZKLFK

ZRUNV OHVW DQ\RQH VKRXOG ERDVW





´ )RU E\ JUDFH \RX KDYH EHHQ VDYHG WKURXJK

1RZ OHW·V UHDG WKH ZKROH

IDLWK DQG WKDW QRW RI \RXUVHOYHV LW LV WKH JLIW RI *RG

SDVVDJH WRJHWKHU

YHUVH  WR PDNH D SRLQW KHUH

, SXUSRVHO\ OHIW RXW

:H FDQ GR WKLV ZLWK D WKLUG JURXS

:H SUHYLRXVO\ UHDG (SKHVLDQV  

RI WH[WV

FRQWUDGLFWRU\ VHWV RI YHUVHV"

7KH QH[W REYLRXV TXHVWLRQ LV KRZ GR ZH UHFRQFLOH WKHVH VHHPLQJO\

7KLUG *URXS RI 7H[WV

3HWHU  

,I

%XW /HH ZH QHHG WR EH

JURXS RI WH[WV DQG LJQRUH DQRWKHU WKDW·V WKH

ZH EXLOG D EHOLHI

KRQHVW ZLWK

,·P DIUDLG VR

´WZLVWLQJ RI 6FULSWXUHµ WKDW 3HWHU ZDV WDONLQJ DERXW

VHFRQG"

DQG XVH RQO\ WKH

ILUVW JURXS RI WH[WV

,JQRUH WKH

WKH VHFRQG JURXS RI WH[WV JXHVV ZKDW RWKHUV GR"

%LEOH WKDW DJUHH ZLWK WKH ILUVW JURXS RI WH[WV WR WKH H[FOXVLRQ RI

:KLOH WKH SHRSOH ZH MXVW VSRNH RI PHPRUL]H DOO WKH YHUVHV LQ WKH

3DXO

 5RPDQV  *DODWLDQV     HWF 

UHDOL]H WKDW KH ZDV VHW DSDUW WR SURFODLP WKH JRVSHO

KDOI WKH ERRNV LQ WKH 1HZ 7HVWDPHQW WKH\ QHHG WR

%XW LQVWHDG RI ILJKWLQJ 3DXO ZKR ZURWH DERXW

DJR

2RSV

RU OLYLQJ XQGHU OLEHUW\ DV D OLFHQVH WR

VLQ ZKLFK \RX /HH &KHQ MRNHG DERXW D IHZ PLQXWHV

/HVVRQ  4XHVWLRQ 

FRQVWDQWO\ WU\LQJ WR SURYH WR *RG WKDW WKHLU ZRUNV DUH JRRG

7KHVH

<RX·UH H[DFWO\ ULJKW« LI \RX VWRS WKHUH
$QG WKDW·V ZKHUH VRPH SHRSOH VWRS

SRRU SHRSOH QHYHU KDYH DQ\ SHDFH RU MR\ EHFDXVH WKH\ DUH

ZRUNV WULS

6RXQGV OLNH D
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Great! Hey, what do you say we go over to the agricultural center
to look at the animals? I hear they have a new bull that’s
absolutely gorgeous!
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2. The stone that was cut out without human hands in Daniel
Chapter 2 is the event that parallels the key events in Chapters
7 and 8.
3. The starting point for the judgment is found in Daniel,
Chapter 8, by way of parallel application to Chapter 7.
4. You will have to read to the end of Daniel Chapter 9 to find
the event that marks the starting point for what will be a time
period that you will have to calculate (this is closely linked to
clue 3). You see, there was some major “unfinished business”
in Chapter 8 that Daniel was “dying” to understand. He was
“left hanging” for several years, until he received his clues in
Daniel 9.
5. You will need to become familiar with the Book of Ezra in
order to discern which event Daniel 9 is discussing.
6. You are going to have to brush up on your history of Western
Civilization to assign “real live” dates to the years of kings
you will encounter in the Book of Ezra.
7. Oooh, last clue: You will have to apply the principle found in
Numbers 14:34 and Ezekiel 4:6 to calculate the year properly.
I’ll give you a week to figure out the starting point for the
judgment, that’s if you are up to the challenge, of course.

ing
i sh

You are authorized to
reproduce this lesson, as
is, for the furtherance of
the gospel, but not for
personal or other gain.

 &RULQWKLDQV  

%XW 3DXO

-DPHV WKHQ JLYHV DQ H[DPSOH RI KRZ

/HW·V VHH

E\ IDLWK"

:RZ

$EUDKDP

EHOLHYHG"

:KDW ZDV LW WKDW
7KDW *RG ZRXOG JLYH KLP DQ KHLU IURP

-DPHV VD\V WKDW LQ YHUVH 

*HQHVLV  

:KHQ DW

%XW KH ZDV MXVWLILHG E\ ZRUNV ZKHQ KH ZDV 

-DPHV LV VD\LQJ WKDW $EUDKDP·V ZRUNV GLG QRW

$EUDKDP·V IDLWK

DFFXVHU

RU

1R ZD\

6DWDQ  ZKR DFFXVHV XV ´EHIRUH RXU *RG GD\ DQG

%XW ZH KDYH DQ

,Q /HVVRQ  4XHVWLRQV  ZH VDZ WKDW DOO

-XGJPHQW FRQWUDGLFWHG -XVWLILFDWLRQ E\ )DLWK

WKUHH PHPEHUV RI WKH *RGKHDG DUH RQ RXU VLGH

'RHV LW"

,QYHVWLJDWLYH

PHQWLRQHG KHDULQJ D SDVWRU VD\ WKDW WKH 3UH$GYHQW

/HW PH QRZ FRQFOXGH WKH TXHVWLRQ \RX KDG ODVW ZHHN ZKHQ \RX

&RQFOXVLRQ

ZDV SURYHQ LQ WKDW DFW QRW KLV ULJKWHRXVQHVV

ZRUNV DQG E\ ZRUNV IDLWK ZDV PDGH SHUIHFW"µ
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3HUKDSV WKLV LV EHVW VXPPDUL]HG LQ
YHUVH  ´'R \RX VHH WKDW IDLWK ZDV ZRUNLQJ WRJHWKHU ZLWK KLV

ZDV DOUHDG\ ULJKWHRXV E\ IDLWK

VDYH KLP WKH\ GLG QRW PDNH KLP ULJKWHRXV EXW WKH\ SURYHG WKDW KH

RIIHUHG XS ,VDDF

7KLV VLPSO\ PHDQV WKDW KLV MXVWLILFDWLRQ ZDV UHYHDOHG ZKHQ KH

EHOLHYHG *RG

$EUDKDP ZDV MXVWLILHG E\ IDLWK ZKHQ KH ZDV  \HDUV ROG ZKHQ KH

IDLWK SURGXFHV ZRUNV

IDLWK ZKLFK 3DXO DOVR GHIHQGV LH WKDW JHQXLQH MXVWLILFDWLRQ E\

-DPHV LV VLPSO\ GHIHQGLQJ WKH WUXH PHDQLQJ RI MXVWLILFDWLRQ E\

*HQHVLV   "

2U DW  \HDUV ROG ZKHQ KH

EHOLHYHG WKDW *RG ZRXOG JLYH KLP D VRQ

ZRXOG VXJJHVW -DPHV  WR VD\"

DSSUR[LPDWHO\  \HDUV RI DJH KH RIIHUHG XS ,VDDF DV VRPH

,Q RWKHU ZRUGV ZKHQ ZDV $EUDKDP MXVWLILHG E\ IDLWK"

WKH VWDUV LQ WKH VN\

KLV RZQ ERG\ DQG WKDW KLV GHVFHQGDQWV ZRXOG EH DV QXPHURXV DV

$EUDP

EHOLHYHG *RG

:KHQ KH

'RHV WKLV FRQWUDGLFW MXVWLILFDWLRQ

:KHQ ZDV ULJKWHRXVQHVV DFFRXQWHG WR $EUDKDP"

-DPHV  

WKH DOWDU

$EUDKDP ZDV MXVWLILHG E\ ZRUNV ZKHQ KH RIIHUHG ,VDDF KLV VRQ RQ

ZLWKRXW ZRUNV LV GHDG

-DPHV   VXP XS DOO RI -DPHV  E\ VD\LQJ WKDW IDLWK

DZD\ WKURXJK -HVXV &KULVW

<RXU VLQV DUH ZDVKHG

<RX FDQ FRPH WR *RG ZLWK D FOHDU

+HEUHZV  

<RX DUH QRZ IUHH

FRQVFLHQFH ZLWKRXW JXLOW

LV UHPRYHG

WHOOV XV LQ  &RULQWKLDQV  WKDW ZKHQ ZH FRPH WR &KULVW WKH YHLO

WKH JORU\ RI WKH 7HQ &RPPDQGPHQWV

$QG ZH DUH VWLOO VLQQHUV WR RXU G\LQJ

%XW LQ KHDYHQ WKHUH FRPHV D

:H

1RWH 

:H ZRQ·W

+H GRHVQ·W MXVW LJQRUH 6DWDQ·V DFFXVDWLRQV DJDLQVW XV

:H GLVFXVVHG WKDW LQ /HVVRQ  4XHVWLRQ

3HUKDSV LW DOUHDG\ KDV FRPH XS

2QFH +H KDV

6LQFH 6DWDQ

$QG VR VKDOO WKRVH ZRUGV EH HFKRHG RQFH DQG IRU DOO ´7KH /RUG

=HFKDULDK  "

7KH /RUG UHEXNH \RX 6DWDQ

0(66$*( ,6 :257+

,
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And with that, guys, I’ve got to run. My night class starts in 7
minutes. Lee, since I didn’t get a chance to answer your last
*UHDW question, why don’t you join Donna and me at our
picnic Saturday afternoon – 2:00 at Mirror Lake. Over
lunch, I’ll cover the material I was going to present today.

There’s nothing better than serving the Lord, Lee! I’m really
excited about hearing you say that you want to tell others
what wonderful things the Lord has done for you.

6$<,1* 7+,6
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)DLWK

KDUPRQ\ ZLWK WKH SUHFLRXV GRFWULQH RI -XVWLILFDWLRQ E\

$QG WKDW P\ IULHQG LV WKH 3UH$GYHQW -XGJPHQW LQ FRPSOHWH

ILUHµ

UHEXNH \RX 6DWDQ« ,V WKLV QRW D EUDQG SOXFNHG IURP WKH

XV

FDQQRW ILQG D VLQJOH IODZ LQ &KULVW KH FDQ QR ORQJHU ILQG IDXOW ZLWK

EHFDXVH WKLV ZLOO KDYH SURYHQ RXU XQLRQ ZLWK &KULVW

SURYHQ RXU IDLWK RXU JUHDW +LJK 3ULHVW ZLOO KDYH GHIHQGHG XV

ULJKWHRXVQHVV RU VDOYDWLRQ ² EXW WR SURYH RXU IDLWK

6R ZKDW *RG ZLOO GR LV XVH RXU ZRUNV ² QRW WR SURYH RXU



5HPHPEHU *RG LV MXVW

NQRZ ZKHQ LW KDSSHQV

3UH$GYHQW -XGJPHQW

WLPH SUDLVH WKH /RUG ZKHQ P\ QDPH \RXU QDPH ZLOO FRPH XS LQ WKH

7KDW·V RXU GHIHQGLQJ RXUVHOYHV KHUH

WHOO KLP WR JHW EHKLQG XV EHFDXVH -HVXV GLHG IRU RXU VLQV

5HYHODWLRQ  

%XW WKHQ ZH GHIHQG RXUVHOYHV E\ WKH EORRG RI

WKH /DPE DQG E\ WKH ZRUG RI RXU WHVWLPRQ\

KHDYHQ ZH DJUHH

:KHQ 6DWDQ FRPHV WR XV WR WHOO XV ZH DUH QRW JRRG HQRXJK IRU

KXQGUHGIROG YLFWRU\

GD\ ZKHWKHU ZH KDYH H[SHULHQFHG WKLUW\IROG VL[W\IROG RU D

LW KDV DSSOHV RQ LW RU QRW

7KH\ RQO\ SURYH

$Q DSSOH WUHH LV DQ DSSOH WUHH ZKHWKHU

7KDW·V WKH ´FDUW EHIRUH WKH KRUVHµ

ZKDW ZH DOUHDG\ DUH

VLQQHUV

2XU VLQV GR QRW PDNH XV

5HYHODWLRQ    HYHQ ZKHQ ZH DUH VOHHSLQJ

+HUH·V WKH FUX[ RI WKH PDWWHU

QLJKWµ
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Let’s start by looking at when the rewards for the believers are
handed out. Revelation 22:12 says, “And behold, I am coming
quickly, and My reward is with Me…” If the reward to the
believers takes place at the Second Coming of Christ, the trial and
the verdict, which Donna spoke of last time, must take place prior
to the Second Coming.

The pastor you heard was right in that there are many texts in the
New Testament which imply that the judgment of believers and
unbelievers will take place at the same time, but we will dig a
little deeper to discover that they are in fact separate events.

Often in the Bible He will weave two or more thoughts together.
Let’s take the disciples’ question as to when Jerusalem would be
destroyed and when Jesus’ coming would be (Matthew 24:1-3).
Here are two distinct events, separated by almost 2000 years at
least, and Jesus lumped them together in His response which
encompassed all of Chapter 24 and beyond.

You mentioned that you had heard both believers and unbelievers
will be judged at the Second Coming of Christ. What we have to
remember is that God does not work in the context of time, but in
the context of eternity.

I would classify today’s topic as a side dish – something
that I hope will complement the main dish. It relates to the timing
of the judgment in relation to other events.

Lee, what Donna covered last meeting was excellent! It
was really the “main course”, which I just enjoyed
listening to. That topic never gets old with me.

What an awesome day for a picnic and a Bible study! Like
the last time the trio got together, they began with food,
and after they had eaten their last raspberry for dessert,
Tina asked Donna to pray to begin their study.

6DWXUGD\$IWHUQRRQDW0LUURU/DNH«
Another thing is that the Bible never teaches that when Christ
comes the second time, He will be our Advocate. It actually says
the very opposite, that Christ will appear a second time apart from
sin, for salvation (Hebrews 9:28). He will have already dealt with
sin in terms of our justification in heaven. We have an advocate
now, but when Christ comes the second time, He will come as King
and Lord (Revelation 19:16).
In addition, the Bible indicates that the judgment of believers will
be pre-advent. Donna touched upon some of this last time when
she referred to Daniel Chapter 7. If you look, you’ll notice that all
three steps of the judgment are addressed. The trial is mentioned in
verses 9 and 10. The verdict is in verse 22. And the execution of
the verdict (in this case the reward, because it applies to the
believers) is found in verses 26 and 27. This is consistent with
Peter’s statement in the New Testament that judgment begins at
the house of God. We already looked at that in Lesson 21:
Question 8.
I could stop right here, but are you interested in finding out more
6XUH
specifically when the Pre-Advent Judgment began?
Excellent! But I have to confess that I’m not going to give
you the answer on a platter. I will give you some clues, and
you are going to have to do some digging to find the
$Z 7KDW·V
treasure.
QR IXQ
Believe it or not, it’s very fun. It’s kind of like doing
detective work in your Bible.
Let me get on my soapbox for a minute. There is only one
solid platform you can stand on for your spiritual authority. That’s
the Bible. It’s not Donna’s word, my word, some preacher’s word
or anybody’s church’s word. You, Lee Chen, are going to have to
take the approach that the reformers took to lead us out of the
oppressive Dark Ages, when the Word of God was kept out of the
hands of laypeople like you and me. You’re going to have to search
the Bible for yourself and know that what you believe has its
foundation there and nowhere else. You must never let any
authority or ecclesiastical body sway you to follow them unless they
can back up everything they do from the Bible.
Back to the clues. They relate to the Book of Daniel. Here they
are…
1. Daniel employs the principle of parallelism as he repeats
historical events, through his various chapters, from different
perspectives. You will find parallels in Chapters 2, 7, and 8. 16

Lucifer’s heart problem was self. When He decided to exalt himself and take the place of God, he brought about his own downfall.
At the core of every sin is the principle of self which completely
contradicts God's agape love that “does not seek its own” (1 Corinthians 13:5). It is this principle of self with which Satan infected
the human race at the Fall and which makes us sinners.

Â

15. According to this passage what was Lucifer’s heart problem?
Isaiah 14:12-14

How could a perfect being commit sin? This is a mystery that our
finite minds cannot comprehend and is why the Bible alludes to
Satan’s fall as “the mystery of iniquity” (2 Thessalonians 2:7).
Only when we go to heaven will our eyes be opened and will we
fully understand how sin could enter a perfect world.

Â

14. According to this text, who is the originator of the sin problem?
Ezekiel 28:14, 15

When Jesus cried out on the cross, “It is finished” (John 19:30), He
was declaring to the world that the entire human race was fully
redeemed. This is God’s supreme gift to mankind. All who have
accepted this salvation by faith and are sanctified by that sacrifice
stand perfect forever in Christ.

Â

13. How complete was Christ's sacrifice on the cross for
our sins? Hebrews 10:14

Christ our Substitute is who the Lord's goat represented on the Day
of Atonement. Therefore, all who are resting in Christ for their
salvation (symbolized by their Sabbath-keeping) and are denying
themselves of their own self-righteousness (signified by afflicting
the soul, see Philippians 3:7-9) will be vindicated on the solemn
Day of Atonement. This is the good news of the Pre-Advent
Judgment, which we studied in Lesson 21.

Â

12. How many have gone astray and on whom did God lay
our iniquity? Isaiah 53:6

humanity was made righteous, and this is the good news of the
gospel, made effective by faith alone.

In other verses, Pharaoh is said to have hardened his own heart: “Why
then do you harden your hearts as the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened
their hearts? When He did mighty things among them, did they not let
the people go, that they might depart” (1 Samuel 6:6)?

2

Response: ______________________________________________

represented the consummation, the closing events of the plan of
salvation. This will bring to an end the great controversy between
Christ and Satan. Do you see the significance of this doctrine?

• The sanctuary services ended with the Day of Atonement. It

0\5HVSRQVHWR/HVVRQ

When the lake of fire has consumed all that belongs to the sin problem, only then will this universe be At-One-Ment with God. May
you be a part of that vast multitude that will share the privileges of
the saved.

Â

18. How will sin and sinners be eradicated on the Day of Atonement?
Revelation 20:9

On the great Day of Atonement, God will be vindicated. All the
blame He has assumed since the Fall will now be placed on the real
culprit, Satan. Only then will God be able to eradicate sin and
usher in everlasting righteousness. May you be present on that
final Day of Atonement!

Â

17. When did David say he will praise God with uprightness of
heart? Psalms 119:7

We discussed in Footnote 1 of this lesson how nothing happens in
the universe without God’s permission. This also explains verses
such as “the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart” (Exodus 10:20, 27,
11:10)2 and “the evil spirit from God came upon Saul” (1 Samuel
16:23, 18:10, 19:9). God is not causing these events to occur, but
He has permitted them. This is why God assumes the blame for all
the bad things that have happened (and are happening) in this
world. But on the Day of Atonement, the blame will be put on Satan, the one who is really responsible for the sin problem. Thus, the
scapegoat represents Satan, the one who truly deserves the blame.

Â

16. For what bad thing does God assume the blame in this text?
Isaiah 45:7
Savior of the World Bible Course, Copyright © 1997, 1999, 2000 See Introduction for additional acknowledgments. Originally printed in the USA
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When did the Day of Atonement take place in the Jewish calendar? Leviticus 23:27

What did the high priest cleanse on the Day of Atonement?
Leviticus 16:30

This cleansing of God's people prefigured the Pre-Advent

Â

2.

The word “atonement” is a combination of three separate words
joined together: At-One-Ment. Its meaning is synonymous with
the word “reconcile.” This solemn feast day pointed to the endtime event when the whole universe will again be At-One-Ment
with God.

Â

1.

In this study, we will examine the significance of the two goats in the
main ceremony that took place on the Day of Atonement. These two
goats – one representing Christ and the other Lucifer – pointed to the
end of the great controversy between Christ and Satan.
This controversy began in heaven when Lucifer rebelled
against God and became Satan (see Revelation 12:7-9).

Besides the vindication of the saints in the Pre-Advent Judgment
(Lesson 21), the purpose of the Day of Atonement is to vindicate
God's holy and righteous name and eradicate the sin problem. When
the Day of Atonement is accomplished in reality, Satan and his
angels, along with all who have refused the gift of salvation in Christ,
will be destroyed forever. God will then create a new heaven and a
new earth for the saints.

The Day of Atonement therefore pointed to the consummation of the
ages. It was the only time of the year God required His people to
keep a solemn day of fasting and prayer. No strong drink was
allowed to be consumed and the women were required to remove all
their jewelry. This feast day pointed to the moment in time when the
great controversy between Christ and Satan would finally be brought
to an end.

According to the Sanctuary model, God’s show and tell, the daily
services concluded every year on the Day of Atonement. This was,
and still is, the most solemn feast day in the Jewish calendar, Yom
Kippur. It represented the culmination of the plan of redemption,
pointing to the time when sin would be totally eradicated and
everlasting righteousness would be ushered in.

/HVVRQ²7KH'D\RI$WRQHPHQW

6DYLRURIWKH%LEOH&RXUVH

Â

4.

What will the saints sing at this time? Revelation 15:3

There are three aspects of sin, which need to be resolved before God can
bring an end to the sin problem: (1) Guilt, (2) Punishment, and (3)
Responsibility. Romans 5:10, 11 (KJV) clearly indicates that on the cross,
“we were reconciled to God,… through out Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we
have now received the atonement.” This completed, historical fact
reconciled sinful men to a holy God, thus resolving items (1) and (2)
above. However the cross did not settle item (3). The Day of Atonement,
which represents the culmination of the plan of salvation, addresses item
(3) regarding who is responsible for the sin problem.
Since God is sovereign (nothing happens in the universe without His
permission), and since He has allowed sin to continue on earth to this
present day, He must assume the blame for what happens in His kingdom.
This has been true ever since Adam ate the forbidden fruit in the Garden of
Eden. Adam did not deny what he had done, nor did he take the blame.
Rather, he passed the blame to Eve and ultimately to God (“the woman
whom You gave to be with me…”). Eve in turn blamed the serpent,
implying “the serpent that You created…” (Genesis 3:12, 13). God did not
then ask the serpent, because He knew that Satan blamed Him, too. See
Question 16 of this lesson (including the related note and footnote) for
other examples of the blame for sin that God has assumed since the Fall.
In fact, God continues to assume the blame for sin even today. People
contend that if God is a God of love, why does He allow all the pain and
suffering that we see in the world, especially of innocent victims?
Sometimes this leads to people questioning whether God even exists!
Why then, has God permitted sin to fester all these years? It was the
only way to show the universe the reality of sin. When iniquity was found
in Lucifer (see Questions 14 and 15), the principle of self-love was introduced as a viable alternative to God’s government, which is based upon
agape love. (We studied the love of God in Lesson 2). So convincing was
Lucifer’s argument that he actually convinced one-third of heaven’s angels

1

What else did the high priest cleanse on the Day of
Atonement? Leviticus 16:33

Besides the saints, God’s sanctuary will also be cleansed or vindicated on the Day of Atonement. How can heaven need cleansing?
Has the blood of Christ defiled heaven? No, on the contrary God’s
sanctuary will be cleansed of all the blame1 that has been heaped
against God for the sin problem. When this is accomplished one
pulse of harmony will exist and the whole universe will again be
At-One-Ment.

Â

3.

Judgment when Christ, our great and faithful High Priest, will
vindicate the saints from all the accusations Satan has been making
against them. We studied this in Lesson 21.

What were the believers required to do on the Day of Atonement?
Leviticus 16:29; 23:27-32

What were presented before the Lord on the Day of Atonement?
Leviticus 16:7

(Revelation 12:4a, 9b) to pledge their allegiance to him in lieu of God.
Not even angels had the foreknowledge of God to imagine the insidious
effects that sin would have when put into practice. Had God destroyed
Lucifer in heaven without allowing his theory to produce its malignant
fruit, all creation would have thereafter served God out of fear instead of
love. Perhaps they would be the next ones to be blotted out if they made
one (supposedly) minor mistake?
As you can see, if God did not vindicate His name on this issue, sin
could never be eradicated. There would always be doubts in the minds of
created beings in the universe. Therefore, on the Day of Atonement, the
Lord’s goat (pointing to the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross) bore the guilt
and punishment for sin. The scapegoat (representing Lucifer-turnedSatan), bore the responsibility for sin. Technically speaking, Satan takes
the (blame for) sins of repentant sinners, who are part of the first
resurrection. See Lesson 24: Question 20 for additional comments.
We will see in Lesson 24 (especially Questions 13-21) how the events
during and after the millennium further fulfill these sanctuary rituals.

Â

6.

These two requirements represent the negative and positive
demands of the gospel - Not I, but Christ.
To afflict the soul (Leviticus 23:27) means to deny self (“Not I”).
It is saying with Christ, “I can of Myself do nothing” (John 5:30),
that the works we do may be God’s (John 14:10). It is admitting
that in us nothing good dwells (Romans 7:18). It is acknowledging
that despite our faith, we are sinners in need of a Savior (1 John
1:8). This is the negative requirement of the gospel (Luke 9:23).
Doing no work (Leviticus 23:28) was referred to as a sabbath of
rest (Leviticus 23:32). The sabbath of rest signifies that the
believers are resting entirely in the Lord of the Sabbath (“But
Christ”), Jesus Christ, for salvation (see Hebrews 4:3, 4). In the
Pre-Advent Judgment, Christ can only vindicate those who meet
these two requirements.

Â

Â

5.

When all that the Day of Atonement pointed to is fulfilled, all
doubt about God and the way He has dealt with the sin problem
will be removed. Then, and then only, will we see things clearly.
As the apostle Paul stated to the Corinthian believers, “Now we
see in part” (1 Corinthians 13:12), but in heaven we shall see God
as He truly is, a God of love, mercy and justice.
By casting lots, whom did these two goats represent?
Leviticus 16:8

Whom do you think the sheep and the goats represent in this passage? Matthew 25:31-34, 41

What did God do to the entire human race in Jesus Christ?
2 Corinthians 5:19

Since all mankind is born in a state of sin, the only way we can
stand righteous before God is by faith in Christ. In Him all

Â

11. In exchange, what did God make mankind to be in Christ?
2 Corinthians 5:21b

Â

10. In order to save mankind from sin, what did God make Christ to
be? 2 Corinthians 5:21a

At the cross the whole human race was reconciled to God (see Romans 5:10). Therefore, there is no excuse for anyone to be lost.
Those who will be lost are those who have deliberately, persistently and ultimately rejected the gift of salvation in Christ.

Â

9.

The sheep represent believers and the goats, unbelievers. In
Matthew 25:41, Jesus said that the fire, which will consume and
destroy unbelievers, was not prepared for them, but “for the devil
and his angels.”

Â (Goats):

Â (Sheep):

8.

The goat selected for the Lord represented Jesus Christ. He was
sinless, but on the cross, He bore the guilt and punishment of the
sins of the world. The second goat (scapegoat) represented
Lucifer. He was created sinless until he chose to sin (see Ezekiel
28:15). Ultimately Satan is to blame for the sin problem.

Â

Â

7.

As we shall see, “goats” in the Bible represent sin. According to
the directions given by God, both goats had to be spotless or
without blemish.

See Introduction for additional acknowledgments.
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The word “remnant” means “faithful ones.” In Revelation they are
represented as the 144,000 who will vindicate Christ and the power of
the gospel during great tribulation. Do you want to be one of them?
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Be prepared! During the Great Tribulation, our faith and feelings
will part company. But never, ever give up your faith. You may
feel that you have let God down. Do not be dismayed, for all fall
short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). Don’t ever forget that it
is only because of Jesus’ righteousness – 2,000 years ago – that
believers stand completely righteous in Him today (see Colossians
2:10). It is only as we are united to Christ by faith, that He may
present us “holy, and blameless, and irreproachable in His
sight” (Colossians 1:22). What is the condition? “If indeed you
continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved
away from the hope of the gospel which you heard…” (Colossians
1:23).

We must never confuse faith with feelings. Under distress or
persecution, the two will part company so that our feelings will
contradict our faith. But we must not allow our negative feelings
to get the better of us. Instead, our faith in God’s love must be
what directs our actions. May this be your experience.

Â

18. How does Paul describe the Christian battle between faith and
feeling? 2 Corinthians 4:8, 9

Â

17. According to Paul, who is the source of our power in Christian
living? 2 Corinthians 4:7

el

Â

16. How does the prophet Jeremiah describe God's love?
Jeremiah 31:3

When we are rooted and grounded in God's agape love, we will
know that nothing on earth or in heaven can ever separate us from
God's love, which was manifested to mankind in Christ (see
Romans 5:5-10).

Â

15. What should all Christians be convinced of regarding God's
love? Romans 8:38, 39

The word “dwell” in the original actually means “to permanently
dwell.” This is possible only when our faith in Christ is rooted and
grounded in God’s agape love, which we studied in Lesson 2. It is
faith in this unconditional love that is able to keep us from falling
in the great tribulation (read 1 John 4:16-19).

Â

14. In order for our faith to be unshakable, in what must it be
grounded? Ephesians 3:17

The issue in the great tribulation will be much more than physical
torture. Rather, it will be similar to what Christ faced on the cross
when He felt forsaken of God (see Matthew 27:46). In this great
tribulation, God will produce a people who will manifest the faith
of Jesus even though they feel God has abandoned them (see
Revelation 14:12). This is the faith Christ manifested on the cross
and which will be reproduced in the Remnant.

Â

13. What will make the time of trouble so terrible for the
Remnant? Isaiah 54:7a

The great tribulation will be a time of trouble such as has not been
experienced by any previous generation. The prophet Jeremiah
gives a similar description (see Jeremiah 30:7). But both prophets
indicate that God's sealed people, the Remnant, will be victorious
and ultimately will be delivered.

Â

There will never come a time when God will stop loving us. We
may fail Him but He will never fail or forsake us. Although we
will feel forsaken of God in the time of trouble, our faith in His
love will be unshakable.

SW/

12. How does the prophet Daniel describe the great tribulation?
Daniel 12:1

ing
i sh

Those who are sealed with the seal of God and those who have
received the mark of the beast (Revelation 7:1-3; 13:16, 17;
14:9, 10).

This final test is described in the Bible as the great
tribulation or the time of trouble. It will take place just
before the Second Coming of Christ and the end of the
world.

At that time, the faith of this final generation of
Christians will be tried and tested to the utmost in
a way that no other generation of believers has
ever been tested.

False christs
and prophets
will incite the
masses against
God’s people
once again.

666

In this final showdown, which the book of Revelation describes as
the war of Armageddon or “the battle of that great day of God
Almighty” (Revelation 16:12-16), the conflict will actually be
between God's people – the last generation of Christians, and
Satan's people – those who have deliberately and ultimately
rejected Christ and have chosen to be under the banner of Satan.

Because of this polarization, the closing events of this world’s
history will culminate with the final showdown in the great
controversy between Christ and Satan. As pointed out in Lesson
22, this controversy began in heaven when Lucifer, the highest
angelic being, rebelled against Christ, the second Person of the
Godhead (see Revelation 12:7-9).

In other words, the two groups will be (1) those who belong to God
and (2) those who are still ruled by Satan (see 1 John 5:19).

•

Those who have built their houses on the rock Jesus Christ and
those who have built their houses on the sand of their own selfrighteousness (Matthew 7:24-27); and

Sheep and goats (Matthew 25:31-46);

•
•

Believers and unbelievers (John 3:18);

•

At that time, the whole human race will be polarized into only two
distinct camps. The Bible describes these two groups in many
different ways:

Jesus prophesied that before God will bring this wicked world to an
end, “this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world
as a witness” (Matthew 24:14). When this prophecy is fulfilled,
every person on this earth who has reached the age of
accountability will have made his or her ultimate choice, either for
or against Christ.
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The devil hates the everlasting gospel because it is the only power
that he cannot defeat. He will therefore do his utmost to destroy
anyone who proclaims this message as well as anyone who
receives it.

Â

3. Who gets angry when the everlasting gospel is proclaimed and
why? Revelation 12:12

Before God allows Satan to test the Remnant, their faith has
to be sealed. This seal in their foreheads means that their minds
are fully settled into the truth of the gospel. Their faith in God’s
love, and the truth as it is in Christ, has become unshakable, no
matter what Satan and the wicked do to them.

Â

8. What must happen before the great tribulation takes
place? Revelation 7:2, 3

Judging from the description given in Revelation 6:15, 16, it seems
no one will be able to withstand the Second Coming of Christ. But
in Revelation 7, John answers the question by describing the
Remnant who will be able to stand. The word “Remnant” means
the faithful ones.

Â

Â

Â

6. What question does Jesus raise regarding His Second
Coming? Luke 18:8

7. What similar question does John the Revelator ask?
Revelation 6:15-17

The reason why this final message to the world is called “the everlasting gospel” is because it was planned from eternity (see Ephesians 1:4; 2 Timothy 1:9; and Revelation 13:8) and is the only
message that offers everlasting hope to mankind. This is the message that will carry the last generation of Christians through the
great time of trouble!
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To experience ultimate salvation, it is not enough to believe in
Christ; faith must endure unto the end (see Matthew 10:22). In the
last days, the Christians who endure the time of trouble and remain
faithful to Christ unto the end are called the Remnant.

Â

5. According to the prophet Isaiah, who only will be saved?
Romans 9:27

In Revelation 7:9, 10 John sees the great multitude praising (Judah –
Gen 29:35) God (the Father) and the Lamb (the Son: Reuben – Gen
29:32). This troop (Gad – Gen 30:11) is immensely happy (Asher –
Gen 30:13) because they wrestled (Naphtali – Gen 30:8) with Satan,
overcoming him by the blood of the Lamb (Rev 12:11). They forgot
(Manasseh – Gen 41:51) the trials of the great tribulation as they heard
(Simeon – (Gen 29:33) their reward: Forever, they will be
“attached” (Levi – Gen 29:34) to the Lamb, following Him wherever
He goes (Rev 14:1-4). There is hire (Issachar – Gen 30:18) for them,
serving God day and night in His temple (Rev 7:15). He who sits on
the throne will dwell (Zebulun – Gen 30:20; Rev 7:15) among them,
for He will add (Joseph – Gen 30:24) them to be sons of the right
hand (Benjamin – Gen 35:18) with the Lamb.

The symbolic nature of the 144,000 is conveyed in the rendering of
the tribes of Revelation 7:4-8. Not all the tribes are listed (there is
replacement with near kin), and their order is different than in the Old
Testament. A secondary reason for ordering the tribes, as such, was to
convey a special message, using the literal meaning of the Hebrew
names.

1

The reason that the 144,000 will sing a new song is because it is
the song of total victory over Satan. That is why they will be
given special privileges in heaven. Their faith will have endured
the great tribulation and in doing so, they will have vindicated God
in the final showdown between Christ and Satan.

Â

11. What makes these 144,000 so special in God's eyes?
Revelation 14:4

Â

10. What will the 144,000 sing in heaven, which
no other saint can sing? Revelation 14:3

The 144,000 who are sealed is not a literal number1. In Revelation
7:4, John does not see them but only hears their number. The
reason for this is because they are scattered throughout the whole
world. However, in Revelation 7:9, he sees them and they are “a
great multitude, which no one could number.” We know this vast
multitude is referring to the 144,000 because in Revelation 7:13,
14 they are described as being victorious in the great tribulation.

Â

Â

The last generation of Christians are described as “the remnant of
her seed” (KJV). The word “remnant” in the Bible refers to God's
people who remain faithful to Him no matter what happens; those
whose faith endures to the end in spite of apostasy or persecution
(see Romans 11:2-5).

9. How many of the last generation of believers will be sealed?
Revelation 7:4

4. How does the Bible describe the last generation of Christians?
Revelation 12:17b

2. How is this gospel of the kingdom described in the book of
Revelation? Revelation 14:6

According to Scripture, God does not want anyone to be lost (see 2
Peter 3:9). That is why He will not bring this sin-cursed world to
an end until He gives everyone a chance to accept His gift of
salvation in Christ.

Â

1. What did Jesus say will take place before the end of the
world? Matthew 24:14

According to Bible prophecy, we are presently living in the
antitypical Day of Atonement, the closing events of this earth's
history. This was the subject of our last study. Therefore, it is
God's purpose that every believer living in these last days be part
of that last generation of Christians who will vindicate Him in this
final showdown between Christ and Satan. In this study we will
examine what the Bible has to say about the Remnant, whom we
will discover are “the 144,000,” the ones who will vindicate the
full power of the gospel by their unshakable faith.

Those believers who will endure this great time of trouble
and will triumph over the full force of Satan's attacks are
described in the Bible as the Remnant. They are the ones
who “overcame him (Satan) by the blood of the Lamb, and
by the word of their testimony; and they loved not God’s people will have
an unshakable faith.
their lives unto the death” (Revelation 12:11).

Because God is sovereign, nothing can happen without His
permission. For this reason He assumes all the blame for the
havoc and atrocities that sin has produced in this world. It is only
after the thousand years, when all will have had the opportunity to
examine God's dealings with the sin problem, that all will confess
“just and true are Your ways… for Your judgments have been
manifested” (Revelation 15:3, 4).

Â

19. Before the final judgment takes place, what blame does
God assume? Isaiah 45:7

During the thousand years, every opportunity will be given to
remove any doubt concerning God. This has to happen if God is
to be vindicated and sin is not to rise again the second time.

Â

18. What will the saints confess after they have judged the
world? Psalm 119:7

During the thousand years all the questions concerning God’s
dealings with the sin problem will be answered, and the saints will
be satisfied that God was just and true in all His ways.

Â

17. How does Paul describe reigning with Christ during the
millennium? 1 Corinthians 6:2

Reigning with Christ involves investigating and judging the lives
of the lost. There will also be opportunity to see why God vindicated certain individuals whose lives did not appear to evidence a
true conversion experience while on earth. This is what it means
to be “priests of God and of Christ.” During this time, every doubt
about God’s dealings with the sin problem will be removed.

Â

16. What will the saints be doing in heaven during the thousand
years? Revelation 20:6

God. He and those who have joined him deserve to be destroyed.
This is the end of Satan, the wicked angels, and the lost (see
Revelation 20:14).

The millennium is the 1,000 years between the 2nd and 3rd
Comings of Christ. During this time the earth will be desolate,
believers will be in heaven, and God will clear any doubts about
His dealings with sin. Do you believe this is necessary to usher
in everlasting righteousness?

Response: ______________________________________________

•
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At the end of the millennium, Christ and all the saints dwelling in
the New Jerusalem will return to earth. It is at this time that Satan
and the wicked will be destroyed. Then Christ will create a new
heaven and a new earth for the saints (see Revelation 21:1). This
will be the topic of our next and final study.

Â

22. Will heaven be the permanent home of the saved?
Revelation 21:2, 3

The whole purpose of the millennium is to clear all doubt from the
minds of the righteous regarding God and His dealings with the sin
problem. Only when this is done can He put the real blame for the
sin problem where it belongs: on Satan. Only then can Christ
usher in everlasting righteousness.

Â

21. How will the righteous finally respond to God's judgments?
Revelation 16:7

The live goat in this verse represents Satan, the originator of the
sin problem. After God has vindicated Himself on the Day of
Atonement, He will put the blame for the havoc that sin has produced where it really belongs, on Satan. Lesson 22: Footnote 1
addresses this further.
Technically speaking, Satan takes only the (blame for) sins of repentant sinners, who were part of the first resurrection. Those who
were part of the second resurrection had willfully, persistently, and
ultimately rejected the gospel. Therefore, they themselves are to
blame.

Â

20. On whom will God ultimately place the blame
for the sin problem? Leviticus 16:20-22
Savior of the World Bible Course, Copyright © 1997, 1999, 2000 See Introduction for additional acknowledgments. Originally printed in the USA
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In this study, we will turn our attention to the thousand years,
the doctrine of the millennium, when God will remove all doubt
from the minds of the saints about Himself and His dealings
with the sin problem. For Christians, many questions about
God’s dealing with sin still remain unanswered. All this will be
settled during the millennium, and our hearts will be full of
praise to God.

Then, and only then, will God execute Satan, the originator of
sin; the wicked angels who have joined him in the rebellion;
and the lost – those who have deliberately, persistently and
ultimately rejected the gift of salvation in Christ.

At the end of the Pre-Advent Judgment of the saints (Lesson
21), the vast multitude of God's angels, along with the unfallen
worlds, will confess to God, “just and true are your ways.” At
the end of the thousand years (the millennium) the saints will
confess to God, “just and true are your ways.” Finally, after
Satan, his angels, and the lost are personally judged, they too
will confess to God, “just and true are your ways” (Romans
14:10-12).

The millennium is part of the final judgment scene revealed by
the Day of Atonement, when sin will be eradicated and
everlasting righteousness ushered in. God cannot eradicate sin
nor usher in everlasting righteousness until all doubt about Him
and His dealings with the sin problem is removed.

Unfortunately, like many last day events, there is much
confusion within the Christian church regarding this doctrine of
the millennium. The only way we can clearly understand the
true meaning and purpose of this doctrine is to examine it in the
context of the Day of Atonement (Lesson 22). This is how we
will approach the study of this important doctrine.

The closing chapters of the book of Revelation describe the
final events of this world’s history and the plan of redemption.
One of these events is the 1000 years, commonly referred to as
the millennium. The word “millennium” comes from two Latin
words joined together – mil, meaning a thousand and annum,
meaning a year.
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This was the condition of the earth before creation (see Genesis
1:2). This will be the ultimate result of the sin problem. It will
reduce the perfect world God created to the condition it was before
creation.

Â

Until the Second Advent, Christians will still have sinful natures
and mortal bodies. All this will change at the Second Advent.
This is the blessed hope.

10. To what condition will this earth be reduced after the
Second Advent? Jeremiah 4:23

When the wicked face death at the Second Coming of Christ, they
will realize what they have given up for the pleasures of sin. But it
will be too late!

Â

9. What serious question did Jesus ask of those who rejected
Him? Matthew 16:26

God is a consuming fire (Hebrews 12:29); therefore, when Christ
comes in His divine glory all those who have accepted the deceptions of Satan and rejected the gift of salvation in Christ will be
destroyed by His brightness.

Â

8. What will happen to the wicked at the Second Coming of
Christ? 2 Thessalonians 2:8

Besides the living, God will also raise those who crucified Christ
in a special resurrection, just before the Second Advent. This is to
fulfill what Christ promised them at His trial (see Matthew 26:64).

Â

7. How many who are alive will witness Christ's Second
Coming? Revelation 1:7

5. Where will Jesus take the believers after they are
resurrected? John 14:1-3

According to the clear teachings of the New Testament, the last
generation of Christians, those who go through the time of trouble,
will not experience death but will experience a change.

Â

4. What change will take place in the believers at the
resurrection? 1 Corinthians 15:51-53

The resurrection of the believers sleeping in Christ will take place
at the Second Coming of Christ. This is the first resurrection, the
blessed hope of all believers. This is when the thousand years or
millennium begins.

Â

3. What will happen to the believers still living at the Second
Advent? 1 Thessalonians 4:17

Â

2. When will the resurrection of the believers take place?
1 Thessalonians 4:16

The Bible speaks of two resurrections. The first is the resurrection
of the believers, the saved, and the second resurrection is that of
the unbelievers, the lost. Between these two resurrections is the
millennium, the 1000 years.

Just as Christ’s ascension into heaven was literal and physical, so
also will be His Second Coming. It will be literal and physical.

Â

Â

Â

6. What were the disciples told who witnessed Christ's
ascension? Acts 1:10, 11

1. What are the two kinds of resurrections that Jesus taught?
John 5:28, 29

When Satan uses the wicked to attack God and the saints, it clearly
proves that the thousand years did not change his attitude toward

Â

15. What will Satan and the wicked do and with
what consequences? Revelation 20:9

At the end of the millennium, the wicked will be raised. This is
the second resurrection. At this time the wicked, referred to as the
dead, stand before God at the Great White Throne Judgment. The
books are opened and they are judged out of the things written in
the books according to their works (Revelation 20:11, 12).
The books reveal every sin they ever committed. As their lives
flash before their eyes, they realize they have trampled the Son of
God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was
sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace
(Hebrews 10:29).
At that time Satan, who has shown no signs of repentance, will
take the initiative to deceive them again (see Revelation 20:7, 8).

Â

14. What will happen to Satan after the thousand years are
over? Revelation 20:3b

The “bottomless pit” describes the earth as it was before God
created this perfect world: “without form and void.” Satan will
have a thousand years to contemplate the disaster he has brought
upon the earth, by introducing sin.

Â

13. What will God do to Satan during the millennium?
Revelation 20:1-3

Â

12. To what are the lost compared after the saints are taken to
heaven? Jeremiah 25:33

Â

11. What will happen to the vegetation and the cities when
Jesus returns? Jeremiah 4:26

What a future! Surely, the new earth will be paradise restored.
Therefore, anyone who refuses such an offer, which God gives us
through the gospel of Jesus Christ, needs to think twice about what
he or she is rejecting.

Â

21. Will illness ever threaten the lives of God's people in the
new earth? Isaiah 33:24

Â

20. What other description of the new earth does Isaiah give
us? Isaiah 65:25

Â

19. Briefly, describe what life will be like in the earth made
new? Isaiah 65:21, 22

All who have overcome unbelief and received by faith God’s gift
of salvation will inherit the earth made new. Only those who have
deliberately and ultimately refused Christ as their Savior will be
destroyed forever (Revelation 21:8).

Â

18. Who will be allowed to inherit the earth made new?
Revelation 21:7

Just think of it, no more death, pain, or heartaches in the earth
made new! According to Revelation 21:5, God is going to make
“everything new.”

Â

17. What will God wipe out in the earth made new?
Revelation 21:4
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Response: ______________________________________________

restore this earth to its original perfection. In doing so, this earth
made new will become the center of God’s government. Is it your
heartfelt desire to be part of this kingdom through faith in Christ?

• The ultimate goal in the plan of salvation is to eradicate sin and

0\5HVSRQVHWR/HVVRQ

Nowhere in the Bible does it teach that “once saved” means
“always saved.” As Jesus stated in Matthew 10:22, only those
whose faith “endures to the end will be saved.” Hebrews 10:38
says the same thing. This is what it means to have the
perseverance of the saints. Even if it costs us our lives, if we are to
make it to heaven and the earth made new, our faith in Christ must
be unshakable. Jesus does not want believers to lose their
confidence in Him, and therefore He wants our faith to endure unto
the end. His final words in the Bible are “Surely I come quickly.”
May your response to this promise be “Amen. Even so, come,
Lord Jesus” (Revelation 22:20). The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with you now and forever more. Amen.

Â

Â

23. What two things are required of all believers to inherit the
new earth? Hebrews 10:35, 36

Sin will not rise a second time to plague the new earth. That is not
because God will take away our freedom of choice but because the
saints will know first-hand what sin is. They will hate sin for what
it did to Christ on the cross, and the thought of rebellion against
God will never enter their minds.

Â

22. Will sin ever rise again in the new earth? Nahum 1:9

SW/

How wonderful it will be to live in such a city! But the greatest
joy the saints will experience is to serve their God and their Savior,
Jesus Christ.

ing
i sh

Before creation, the earth was shapeless and lifeless, unorganized
and inanimate, and covered by water. As for the earth’s genesis,
see the Lesson 14 Supplement.

Â

1. What was the condition of the earth before creation?
Genesis 1:2

After the thousand years are ended and God has judged and
executed Satan and all who have joined him, thus eradicating
sin from the universe, He will create a new heaven and a new
earth wherein will dwell righteousness. At that time, God will
move His throne from heaven to this earth made new and the
saints will rule with Him forever and ever. This wonderful
truth, which culminates the plan of redemption, will be the
concluding lesson of these Bible studies.

The book of Revelation describes this destroyed world
as the “bottomless pit”. This is where Satan, the originator
of sin, and his angels will be bound during the Millennium
(Revelation 20:1-3). They will have one thousand years to
contemplate what sin has done to God's perfect creation.

Unlike the theory of evolution, the Bible teaches devolution;
that is, in the beginning God created a perfect and finished
world to which nothing could be added for improvement. But when sin entered this world, things began
to go from bad to worse. Ultimately, sin will destroy
our world until one day this earth will be reduced to
what it was before creation, “without form and void.”

Before creation, this world was “without form,
and void; and darkness was upon the face of
the deep” (Genesis 1:2). Then in six days
God created a perfect world and placed
Adam and Eve to rule over it (see Genesis
1:26-28). Unfortunately, the bliss of this
perfect and finished creation was marred by the entrance of
sin. At the Fall, this world was handed over to Satan and
he became its ruler (see Luke 4:5, 6). Thus began the
downward trend.

/HVVRQ²7KH1HZ(DUWK

6DYLRURIWKH%LEOH&RXUVH

According to John 1:14, the “Word” is Jesus Christ
who “was made flesh and dwelt among us.” Jesus
who created us is also the One who redeemed us.

Â

6. Where will Christ take the believers at His Second
Coming? John 14:3

What Christ was implying is that in heaven there is room for
everybody. No one will be lost who accepts by faith the gift of
salvation offered in Christ. This is the incredible good news of the
gospel.

Â

5. What promise did Jesus make before returning to heaven?
John 14:2

Â

4. Who of the three persons of the Godhead actually created
this world? John 1:1-3

Man depends on preexisting matter to create things.
But God created this universe just by speaking the
word. His breath is energy so that when He spoke
things came into existence. Likewise, when Christ comes the
second time He will speak, and the dead in Christ will rise
instantly with perfect bodies.

Â

3. Out of what did God create this universe of ours?
Hebrews 11:3

Please read Genesis 1:3-31 to get a complete description of
creation week. Note that all that God created was “very good.” At
the end of the sixth day, this world was perfect and finished so that
God rested on the seventh day from all His work and sanctified the
seventh day (see Genesis 2:1-3).

Â

2. How long did it take God to create this world we live in?
Exodus 20:11

God’s plan is to eventually restore this earth to its original
perfection.

Â

11. Will this earth remain desolate forever? Jeremiah 4:27

Sin will ultimately destroy this earth and all life in it. This world
of ours will be reduced to what it was before creation, “without
form and void.” It is to this destroyed earth that Satan will be
bound for a thousand years.

Â

10. What will happen to life and vegetation at Christ's Second
Advent? Jeremiah 4:25, 26

Â

9. What will this world be like when Christ takes the saints to
heaven? Jeremiah 4:23

Heaven will not be the permanent home of the saints. The earth
made new will be the final home of the saved, a world in which
dwells righteousness.

Â

8. To what do believers look forward because of the plan of
redemption? 2 Peter 3:13

Because “God is a consuming fire” (Hebrews 12:29), nothing that
has been tainted by sin will be able to withstand Christ’s full glory
at His coming.

Â

7. What will happen to this earth at the Second Coming of
Christ? 2 Peter 3:10

Heaven is God's dwelling place and that is where Christ will take
the saints when He comes the second time.

(Luke 18:9-14): 9Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in
themselves that they were righteous, and despised others: 10“Two men
went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax
collector. 11The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I
thank You that I am not like other men - extortioners, unjust,
adulterers, or even as this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give
tithes of all that I possess.’ 13And the tax collector, standing afar off,
would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast,
saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ 14I tell you, this man went
down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who
exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be
exalted”.

1

Â

16. Describe briefly what life will be like in New Jerusalem?
Revelation 22:3

Â

15. What special tree will be found growing in
the New Jerusalem? Revelation 22:1, 2

After the thousand years the saints, along with the Holy City in
which they have been dwelling, the New Jerusalem, will descend
to this earth and become the capital of the earth made new (see
Revelation 21:2).

Â

14. What New Covenant promise will be fulfilled in the earth
made new? Revelation 21:3

Â

13. How long will the saints reign with Christ in heaven?
Revelation 20:6

The meek1 are those who have lost all confidence in self and are
depending entirely on the righteousness of Christ for their
salvation.

Â

12. What promise did Christ make to His disciples in this
beatitude? Matthew 5:5
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You’ll need to know that L=Lesson, and Q=Question.
Otherwise, navigating through the Scripture Index should be
a snap. Have fun!

Of course, you can jump ahead to any lesson you have not
already studied. But keep in mind that the course content is
largely cumulative in nature. Material covered in later
lessons is based upon material covered in earlier lessons.
You are therefore encouraged to cover all lessons in their
order for maximum benefit.

Since you will have covered all the verses in the index by the
time you complete the course, you will be able to quickly
revisit material you have already studied and grasped. If you
have not completed the course, you can see where a verse
will be covered in a future lesson.

How so? Let’s say you are reading the Bible and you come
across a verse you would like to know more about. Go to
the Scripture Index to see if the verse is covered in the
course. If so, go to the precise location(s) in the course
where the verse is referenced.

Well, that is why we have assembled a scripture index. It is
intended to be a useful companion for jogging your memory
regarding the meaning of a particular scripture passage.

Have you ever come across a Bible verse that you didn’t
completely understand? Or perhaps you once knew the
meaning of a verse, but it has been a while since you had to
share its meaning with someone, and you would like to
“brush up” on your understanding?

6FULSWXUH,QGH[ 
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